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July 2 -- Post-mark deadline to submit your nominations for the Alumni Awards. 
See page 19. DON’T DELAY -- SUBMIT AN ALUM YOU THINK IS DESERVING OF EITHER 
A SERVICE, ACHIEVEMENT, FINE ARTS, OR ATHLETIC AWARD NOW! 
Who can nominate? ANYONE -- you do not have to be an alum to nominate.

July 13 and 14 -- It’s Heritage Days in Mount Vernon and that means a flurry of activities 
for alums. Be sure to attend the ever-popular All-Alumni and community breakfast at the 
High School on Saturday morning (8-10:30 am, serving from 8-10 am). The event is a 
popular meeting place, and a unique opportunity to see alums from 2012 to the1930s 
(and even future alums!), as well as familiar faces from the community. Then, visit the 
Alumni-Community Reception area up town near the Bingo Tent on Friday and Saturday -- 
       on Friday from 4-9 pm and Saturday from 11:30 am-until approximately 7 pm. 
        Who will you see there? See pages 10 and 11 for pictures from last year’s activities.
          Heritage Days runs from Thursday night through Saturday night (see page 11).

          NEW! Two additional events have been added this year by the Kernoustie Golf
              Club -- An All-Alumni-Community Social on Saturday evening the 14th, and an
               Alumni Golf Shoot Out on Saturday. See page 3 for complete information. 

                  July 14 -- Let’s play some basketball ball! Join other alums for a pick-up game
                   or just to shoot some baskets in the High School Gym. Open from 2-4 pm.

                  ALL ALUMNI EVENTS ARE OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY AND FRIENDS OF THE 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION AND SCHOOL DISTRICT

PLEASE SUPPORT THE ALUMNI ASSOC. WITH YOUR DONATION... SEE BACK PAGE
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           ALSO IN 2012... Friday, Sept. 21 -- is Homecoming and Alumni Hall
              of Fame Award Ceremony events. Watch for more information to come.

‘the spirit lives 
on in you’

525 Palisades Road SW, Mount Vernon, Iowa 52314
alumni@mountvernon.k12.ia.us    319-895-8845 / fax 319-895-8875    www.MVAlumni.org

Mark Rodman’82 and 
wife Deanna talk with 
Ann Koppenhaver’78

Picture at left: Sarah Bly 1991, Vince Ellison’92, and Dana Vig’92. Center picture: Dave Brown’65, Mike 
and  and Trysh Brown’81 (Dave is the oldest and Trysh is the youngest of the six kids of Reynold and Arlene 
Brown.). At right Gabe Kringlen’09 and then-future alum Jacob Timm’12 meet to shoot some baskets

2012 Heritage Days Events 
Coming Up!
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Mustang

ALUMNI

MV Community Events
www.visitmvl.com

2012
June 2 Chocolate Stroll
July 4 Antique Extravaganza
July 12-14  Heritage Days
Sept 22 Lincoln Hwy Arts Festival
Oct tba Chili Cook Off
Dec tba Magical Night

2013
May 4-5 Chalk the Walk
May 27 High School Graduation
July 11-12 Heritage Days

You are a student once, but an alum for a lifetime.

H

THANK YOU ADVERTISERS!
Alums -- please support and thank the 

following publication advertisers:
ACE Hardware ........................10
Barnyard Screen Printer ............16
Baxa’s Sutliff Store & Tavern ......19
Bridge Community Bank ...........13
Gary’s Foods ..........................17
Hallmark Care Center and
Cherry Ridge ..........................18
Hills Bank & Trust Co ................15
Java Hut .................................10
Koppenhaver & Associates .......15
MIC Group Insurance Agencies .19
Mount Vernon Bank & Trust .......16
Mount Vernon Eye Clinic ..........16
Mount Vernon Family Dentistry ..19
Mount Vernon Insurance ...........12
Mount Vernon Motel .................15
Shepley Pharmacy ...................18
Silver Spider ...........................18
Sleep Inn ................................10

If you are interested in advertising 
in the Alumni News -- 

call 319-895-8845 or email
alumni@mountvernon.k12.ia.us

2012 REUNIONS
ALL-ALUMNI-COMMUNITY EVENTS 
Friday, July 13 and Saturday, July 14  reception tent, 

uptown MV on Main Street (west of Bingo tent)
Saturday, July 14 
 - Breakfast (by donation) at new High School
 - Kernoustie Country Club Golf Shootout 
    & Scholarship Fundraiser (see next page)
 - Kernoustie Country Club Social 4-8 pm (see next page) 
CLASS REUNIONS 
(look to see if your class has a Facebook page) 

2007 - 5 YEARS July 14
 at Palisades Park, Shelter 1, 10am-1pm
 Contact: Kevin Wolters
 Phone: 319-895-6404
 Contact: Rachel Craig
 Phone: 319-533-5918 

2002 - 10 YEARS  July 14
 at Bryant Park from 5:30p.m. to 8p.m.
 Food and beverages. 
 Children are welcome.
 Contact: Teresa Britt Patterson
 Phone: 319-558-6488
 Email: teresa.patterson@yahoo.com 

1997 - 15 YEARS  tba
 Contact: Nick Boots
 Phone: 319-560-0836
 Email:  nboots@lisbon.k12.ia.us 

1992 - 20 YEARS  July 14
 www.facebook.com/MvhsClassOf1992 
 Contact: Amy Reyhons Glick
 Phone: 563-357-7482
 Email: amymglick@gmail.com
 Contact: Vince Ellison
 Email: vellison74@yahoo.com 

1987 - 25 YEARS July  13-14
 on facebook by looking for Bob Blythe
 Contact: Bob Blythe
 Phone: 319-895-0188
 Email: bob@pollyanns.com 

1982- 30 YEARS  July 14
 All-Alumni Breakfast and
 Kernoustie Country Club 4-8 pm
 Find us on Facebook - Mount Vernon High 

School Iowa Class of 1982
 Contact: Sonia Essex Redmond
 Phone: 319-895-8259 
 Email: mvred3@aol.com 

1977 - 35 YEARS  July 14
 Find us on Facebook - MVHS Class of ‘77   
 Contact: Annie Lehman Currie
 Phone: 319-895-8518
 Email:  mustangmama77@msn.com 

1972 - 40 YEARS  July 14
   All-Alumni Breakfast and
 Kernoustie Country Club 4-8 pm
 Contact: Diane Zinkula
 Phone: 319-395-7152
 Email:  dzinkula@aol.com 

ALUMNI NEWSLETTER is published twice yearly for 
alums and friends of the assocation. Views are those of the 
authors. articles and advertisements (preferably digital) 
may be submitted by email to alumni@mountvernon.k12.
ia.us or by mail to 525 Palisades road SW, Mount Vernon, 
ia 52314. all materials submitted are subject to review by 
the alumni association Communications Committee. For 
advertising rates write or call 319-895-8845.

1967 - 45 YEARS  July 14
  All-Alumni Breakfast
 1-5 pm at 1st St Bldg Library - bring your 

own drink, snack, pictures
 Kernoustie Country Club 5-8 pm
 Contact: Larry Pisarik
 Phone: 563-852-7229
 Email: lkpisarik@netins.net 

1962 - 50 YEARS  July 12-13-14 
 July 12 - Country Club Steak Fry 
     & Fireworks
 July 13 - Sutliff    
 July 14 - All-Alumni Breakfast 
 and Evening Picnic Reunion at Bill Ellison’s 
 Contact: Linda Buresh Brouillette
    Phone: 619-447-1678, 619-992-0564
    Email: Linda Brouillette@cox.net 

1957 - 55 YEARS  July 14
 July 12 - Golf Club Steak Fry & Fireworks
 July 13 - Majors Gathering   
 July 14 - All-Alumni Breakfast, parade,
 Golf Events - optional, Sleep Inn after 7:30
 July 15 - Bowers Brunch
 Contact: Karen Jilovec Martin
 Phone: 319-895-8255
 Email:  rkmartin3@juno.com 

1956 - 55 YEARS  July 13-14-15
 July 13 - evening reception at Schnittjer’s
 July 14 - All-Alumni Breakfast, parade, 

evening dinner at Sleep Inn
 July 15 - Brunch at Smith’s
    Contact: Leona Reyhons Smith 
 Phone: 319-895-8097
 Email Leonasmith@yahoo.com
 Contact: Roger Schnittjer
 Phone: 319-895-8817
 Email: rmschnittjer@gmail.com 

1952 - 60 YEARS (1949, 1950, 1951)
    held fall 2010 

1947 - 65 YEARS All-Alumni Breakfast July 14 

1942 - 70 YEARS 
 July 14 - All-Alumni Breakfast - optional
 July 14 -11am at Gwen’s Restaurant 

Contact: Mary Carol Plattenberger 
      Lambertsen
 Phone: 319-247-9913
 Email: elambertse@gmail.com 

Did you go to school at Mount Vernon in the 30s or 
40s -- feel free to join these other folks at the 
Breakfast -- they would love to have you there!

1937 - 75 YEARS @ Alumni Breakfast
1932 - 80 YEARS @ Alumni Breakfast 

************
Your class may not be having a reunion, 
but come enjoy seeing classmates, other 
alums, teachers, and your friends from 

the community. 

HOMECOMING & ALUMNI 
AWARD CEREMONY 

DATE IS FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
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VOLUNTEER TO HELP AT HERITAGE DAYS 
ALUMNI BREAKFAST OR RECEPTION AREA 

-- Call 319-895-8845 or write 
alumni@mountvernon.k12.ia.us

HH
H

Get your nomination in today 
for the 2012 Award Winners 

Hall of Fame! 
Deadline is July 2 Postmark

 See page 9

NOTICE TO CLASS OF 1948
Our 65th Reunion is coming up in 2013. 

We would like for you to let us know if we 
should plan a Reunion Dinner, or if we only 

plan to meet at the Alumni Breakfast.
Let us know -- 

Frances Pitlik at 319- 362-8172     
or Ruth Reyhons Hinz at 319-462-2869    

CLASS OF ‘55
We are still unorganized as to what 
we will do, but the “Class of 55” is 
planning a get-together this Heritage 
Days weekend 2012 and encourage all 
to come to the Alumni Breakfast.  
If you are coming please let Kay Lind 
know by phone at 319-377-2079 
or by email to kaylind38@gmail.com

ALUM
NI

 G
O

LF
 SHOOTOUT & social r

ecep
tion 

Kernoustie Golf Club presents the  
ALUMNI GOLF SHOOTOUT

JULY 14
aN ALUMNI & friends golf  event for fun, 

some bragging rights, and ultimately to 
raise money for mv student scholarships

1  rEGiStEr yOur FOur-SOME BElOW FOr $17.50 EaCH (individual golfers welcome)  
anyOnE may play golf, you do not have to be an alum

2  Find a COrPOratE Or PErSOnal SPOnSOr FOr yOur GrOuP OF $20 Or MOrE tHat 
GOES dirECtly tOWard StudEnt SCHOlarSHiPS. Sponsors receive recognition on signage 
and in alumni and Foundation publications.

golf -- 7am to 4pm   saturday, july 14

social reception -- 4pm to 8pm   saturday, july 14
First and last name, and year if MV alum                   Email                                                                               Phone                              rECEPtiOn            rECEPtiOn
                                                                                                                                                                                                          PrE-rEGiStratiOn        day OF                                                                                   

1______________________________     ___________________________________   _______________       $15.00*                $25

2______________________________     ___________________________________   _______________       $15.00*                $25

One more way to keep the fun going during Heritage days -- play GOlF during the day with 
a foursome of your choice, and then join others at an all-alumni and Friends rECEPtiOn from 4-8.  

rEGiStEr by mailing this form and your check to: 
registration, c/o MV alumni alumni association, 525 Palisades rd SW, Mount Vernon, ia 52314

or call Kernoustie Golf Club at 319-895-8193 or email MValumniEvent@gmail.com 

HOlE  and PriZE SPOnSOrS 
nEEdEd -- if interested call Mark Kerr 

at  319-895-8193 or write 
MValumniEvent@gmail.com

naME OF FOurSOME (for example, Class of 70, the duffers, the ‘Stangs, techies, etc)                                                           GOlF tEE tiME yOu WOuld liKE

______________________________________________________________________    _____________________________

SOCIAL RECEPTION - JULY 14
4-8 pm     aN ALUMNI & friends  SOCIAL event 

for fun and ultimately to raise money 
for mv student scholarships

Enjoy a feast of hors de ouvres from 4 to 8 pm while you are having fun visiting with other alums and 
community friends. register for prizes and help us raise some money for MV Student Scholarships too! 

the reception is open to anyOnE who would like to attend. this year the classes of 1972, 1982 & 
1967 will also be meeting at this reception. rEGiStEr by mailing this form and your check to: 

registration, c/o MV alumni alumni association, 525 Palisades rd SW, Mount Vernon, ia 52314
or call Kernoustie Golf Club at 319-895-8193 or email MValumniEvent@gmail.com 

Kernoustie Golf Club presents a  

THIS IS NO JOKE, 
The Class of ’56 is Having A 56th!

Roger Schnittger is encouraging 
classmates to come to Mount Vernon 

for a fun-filled weekend reunion. 
The Class of 1956 is planning a 56th 
Reunion for the weekend of Heritage 
Days. Here is a rundown of activities:
FRIDAY, JULY 13:
-5-7pm Cocktails & appetizers at Schnittjers 
-Evening - Enjoy events on Main Street
 (Alumni tent open)
SATURDAY, JULY 14:
-8-10am All-Alumni Breakfast at MV High 
School
-11am – Heritage Days Parade
-Afternoon – Enjoy events on Main Street
 (Alumni tent open)
-5-10pm – Cocktails & Dinner at Sleep Inn
 Alums from other years are invited to 
 join us after 7:30 pm
SUNDAY, JULY 15:
-10am – Brunch at Leona’s (with kolaches)

More information will be coming 
to classmates so plan to attend.

First and last name, and year if MV alum                   Email                                                                               Phone                                   Golf Only     Golf and
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      rECEPtiOn

1______________________________     ___________________________________    _________________      $17.50       $32.50

2______________________________     ___________________________________    _________________      $17.50       $32.50

3______________________________     ___________________________________    _________________      $17.50       $32.50

4______________________________     ___________________________________    _________________      $17.50       $32.50

SPOnSOr naME (for $20 or more) _____________________________________________________________________ $_________
Sponsor may mail in their portion separately
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Earlier this spring I found myself 
in a central Iowa school high 
school for two and a half days. 
In the grand scheme of things, 
this in itself wasn’t out of the 
ordinary for me. But the one 
thing in life that I have learned 
over my years, especially over 
the last decade or so, is that 

even though something might appear 
ordinary, it might not always turn out to be 
ordinary. 

And further, always expect the unexpected.  

As I meandered what seemed like ten 
miles of hallways within this school with 
a couple of school administrators (my first 
day), expected, there were the occasional 
students’ stray glance and whispered 
conversation; who is this ‘strange duck’ in 
our school and what is he doing here? And 
while some might argue the fact, curiosity 
is merely a simple part of everyday 
life. But when those curiosities turn into 
conversations with students, faculty, or with 
anyone, something more valuable evolves: 
connections.

For a fair amount of time during my two 
and a half days at this central Iowa high 
school, I found myself tucked away in a 
corner of the school’s library, tending to the 
tasks at hand or involved in conversation 
with students who had volunteered to help 
out at the 2012 Iowa Academic Decathlon 
(IAD) event, school faculty, academic 
coaches, or other tournament volunteers. 
(I am a volunteer and on the board for 
the IAD organization.) First let me say, 
school libraries of today are vastly different 
than the school libraries of my – many of 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Kevin Rogers ‘81  
Alumni Association  
President

Each year the Alumni Association helps to sponsor 
the Honor Society Induction ceremony by providing 
the cakes and servers. Thank you to alums who 
were servers for the 2012 Honor Society Reception 
in April. Pictured below from left to right, Susan 
Mounts Fisher’65, Lynn Woods’97, Diana Huffman 
Crowley’97, and Vicki Ellison’96

On May 11th eight alums volunteered to listen to speeches given by 4 
speakers selected by the senior class and teaching staff. Of those 4, alums 
were asked to advise which two speeches would be the best speeches for 
the graduation ceremony. Left to right: Leona Reyhons Smith’56, Anna-
mae Stoneking Baker’61, Alumni Association President Kevin Rogers’81, 
Heather Armstrong’88, Jane Costello Fink’59,  Paul Morf’90, Sharon 
Thuerauf Grice’86, and Nargi Rayman Steinbrech’55

ALUMS  IN OUR SCHOOLS

our - high school days. Where once stood row 
upon row of towering bookshelves surrounded 
by strategically placed tables and chairs, now 
there are row upon row of computer monitors with 
scattered relaxation areas. In this particular library, 
areas with oversized (and comfortable) chairs. 
And in this particular library, there was even a 
Beverage Bar, and yes I’ll admit, I did indulge.

The scattered relaxation areas also provided the 
ideal setting for open conversation. I know, “Gasp, 
talking in the library?” Yes, within limits, in this 
library talking was allowed and conversation was encouraged. But the 
one topic that still amazes me was my mere utterance of, “I’m from Mount 
Vernon,” how it seemed to spark a plethora of conversations.

Oh, you are from Mount Vernon . . . . .
•	 Mount	Vernon	has	one	heck	of	a	girl’s	athletic	program;	what	haven’t	

they earned a state championship in, in recent years? 
•	 What	about	their	boys’	basketball	team	this	year,	they’re	heading	for	

the state tournament. . . . . . 
•	 Don’t	they	have	one	of	the	state’s	better	Robotics	teams?
•	 Their	superintendent;	she	was	a	principal	at	the	school	district	I	attended	

school or taught previously.
•	 I	have	a	cousin	that	works	in	Mount	Vernon’s	administration	office,	small	

world.
•	 A	new	high	school	(how	long	ago),	a	major	overhaul	of	the	former	

high school, and now a substantial addition and major renovations to 
the elementary school, in just a very short period of time; speaks quite 
highly of the district . . . . . . 

•	 Quite	remarkable	how	you	honor	their	outstanding	alumni	every	year	
like you do. . . . . . 

•	 Wished	our	district	had	an	alumni	program	like	Mount	Vernon’s	.	.	.	

As alumni of Mount Vernon Community Schools; present and future, no 
matter how large or small your contribution, we all play an important part 
in the achievements, accomplishments, and recognition Mount Vernon 
Community Schools has. It is the ongoing pride from the students, alumni, 
faculty and staff, and the community of Mount Vernon that makes Mount 
Vernon Community Schools an institution everyone recognizes and 
looks up to.

Alum Jeremy Clark’05
participates in the Middle 
School Career day. Here 
he is representing Mount 
Vernon Bank & Trust 
Company and talking to 
students about finances 
and careers in banking in 
the class of teacher Abby 
Neal Bock’99

Classmate and Former Board 
Member Bob Penn’81 (right) 
thanks Kevin Rogers for all 
his work volunteering for 
the MVCSD and encourages 
everyone to get involved in 
supporting their local schools.

Alumni Association 
Treasurer Susan Mounts 
Fisher’65 and President 
Kevin Rogers’81 
present 2012 graduates 
with Mustang alumni 
pins. Shown here with 
Valedictorian Maggie 
St. Clair’12
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THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS

Following are some, or portions of, com-
ments the Association has received over 
the past year. Thank you to everyone who 
took time to write an email or note to the 
Association or President 
Rogers. alumni@mountvernon.k12.ia.us
 
(in response to email sent to Alums) 
“What a thrill for the boys basketball 
team to be playing in the Championship 
Game. We will be in front of the tv to 
watch the game.

CONGRATULATIONS to the team and 
coaching staff. The fans and city of Mt.
Vernon should be VERY proud of the 
accomplishment of these fine young men. 
Go Mustangs!!!!

Ilene ’Susie’ EmersonTuetken’59, 
Monticello, Iowa

ALUMNI COMMENTS ALUMNI COMMENTS  

“Thank you to the Class of 1961 for the 
Aloha shirt. It was a fun surprise and I am 
appreciative of your friendship and token 
of thanks.”

Kathy Staskal, Alumni Association 
Communications

MOUNT  VERNON  COMMUNITY  SCHOOL  DISTRICT

MOUNT VERNON COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT FOUNDATION  •  District Offi ce  319-895-8845  •  Fax 319-895-8875

525 Palisades Road SW •  Mount Vernon, Iowa 52314  MVFoundation@mountvernon.k12.ia.us •  www.mountvernon.k12.ia.us/foundation/

F      O      U      N      D      A       T       I       O      N
“Fulfi lling  the  Promise  of  Excellence  in  Academics,  Arts,  and  Athletics”

We need your help to
continue our

proud tradition...

a glimpse of 
the deteriorated facilities

Artist’s rendering of
new bleacher installation

Renovated 
lights and 
new score 
board

Dear Mustang Alums
Wow!  We asked for your help and you responded in a big way. 
Mustang alumni, friends and community members have generously donated over 
$57,000 toward renovations to the football  eld. Your generosity has made this 
project one of the most successful fund raising projects for the Mount Vernon Schools 
Foundation, second only to the Capital Campaign for the new High School.  
When we ask...you respond.
From these contributions, $33,000 has already been invested in lighting improvements, 
additional lights and the purchase of a new scoreboard.  The next step is the 
replacement of the wooden home-side bleachers at the football  eld. The football 
bleachers have fallen into serious disrepair as evidenced by the picture to the left. 
To view more photos, capture the QR code above with your smartphone or go to 
www.SaveTheMountVernonField.com.  At minimum, $100,000 is necessary to start 
the process of football bleacher replacement. 
In recent years, the Mount Vernon Community School District has invested signi cantly 
in its educational facilities.  In the past seven years more than $20 million has been 
invested in building a new high school, renovating the old high school to become a more 
modern home for the middle school, and now expanding the elementary school to meet 
the needs of a growing student population.
While these projects rightfully prioritized classroom needs, the school district faces 
many challenges in bringing its athletic facilities up to modern standards.  Immediately, 
the historic football  eld is in need of improvements and your  nancial support.  A 
huge thank you to everyone who has contributed to this project - see the Foundation 
donation pages in this issue for a list of Save The Field contributors. We are requesting 
that other alums consider donating to the Mount Vernon Community School Foundation 
for this football  eld project. 
The Mount Vernon football  eld is a place of community gathering and is a place to build 
fond memories for all of us. Your donation would help us achieve the immediate goal of 
replacement of the wooden bleachers.  Funds received in excess of the goal will also 
help the District move forward on other facility needs such as the baseball  eld, tennis 
court renovation and track improvements. It would take 100 donors of $1,000 each (or 
more) to gather the momentum needed to complete these football  eld goals.  Please 
consider being a part of this group, however any  nancial support is greatly appreciated.  
If you have already contributed to this project we appreciate your generosity.Your tax deductible donation can be mailed to: Mount Vernon School Foundation, 
525 Palisades Road SW, Mount Vernon, IA  52314. Please indicate on your check the 
donation should go towards the Save The Field fund. Your donation will help ensure 
future Mustangs have quality athletic  elds. On behalf of the past, present and future 
Mustangs of Mount Vernon, thank you for your support.Save Th e Field Committ ee          SaveOurMVField@gmail.com

Shannon Amundson, Jenny Hampton’91, Wayne Hormann‘85, Jodi Hormann, Jeremy Hotz’99, 

Lindsey Kerr Hotz’01, Ann Koppenhaver‘78, Joy Kuntz‘76, Tasha Whitman, Cathy Stoner’69, Sandra Reid, 

Carol Woods‘75, and Becky Whitman‘77

The Class of ‘61 presents Kathy Staskal with an 
Aloha shirt in appreciation for all her efforts on 
behalf of all MVHS alumni over the years. From 
the left, Randy Hoidahl, Vic Wallace, Barb Bys 
Michael, Kathy Staskal, Mike Troyer, Dick Miner, 
Linda Stasny Bragg (‘60), and Ritch Blew.

Another mailing, another gathering of 
some volunteers to get it done. Here 
volunteers meet at thevDistrict Office to 
label Fall Newsletters.

THANKS!

Clockwise from left are Betty Pospisil Wolfe’45, 
Maggie Quinn Ellison’62 (d), Joyce Loomis, Jan 
Lowe Majors’57, Karen Jilovec Martin’57, Kay 
Woods, and Betty Moore Stoneking’56

Left to right are: Wayne Gugler and Shirley 
Swanson Gugler’65, Lizzie Wolfe Kroul’43, Jean 
Pavelka Litts’53, Betty Pospisil Wolfe’45 and  
Maggie Quinn Ellison’62 (d)

Left to right are: Betty Moore Stoneking’56, Jo 
Kroul Clark’64 and Nargi Rayman Steinbrech’55

Thank you to everyone who volunteers 
for the Alumni Association events -- 
couldn’t happen without you!!!

Pictured here at left are some of the Burke 
Family - Scott’09, Mollie’05, Matt, and Chiara 
Niederhauser Burke’78.
At right are Stuart Seiler’69 and Brian Seiler’71

CORRECTIONS
Our apologies for missing Harold 
Goodrich ’63 and Aaron Goodrich ’79 
in our list of alums who work in Mount 
Vernon in the  ‘A Walk Down Main’ 
article in the last issue. Harold is owner 
of Bathquarters and Home Decorator 
Warehouse located in Lisbon, and his 
son is construction supervisor for Bath-
quarters.

Any chance we 
could get 50% 
of our alums to 

support the Alumni 
Association? 

See back cover

YES

I’m a 50
 

perce
nter!
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REUNION PICTURES REUNION PICTURES  REUNION PICTURES

The class of 2006 met at DonMar lanes on the Saturday afternoon of Heritage days 2012 for our 5 year 
reunion. We had around 20 classmates and guests come in and visit. It was a great opportunity to catch 
up and laugh while sharing our favorite MVHS stories.

Front Row L to R: Dusty Berner, Seth Ray, Clayton Niehaus, John Trachsel
Middle Row L to R: Tesfay Russell, Jessica Corcoran, Gretchen (Havill) Light, Danell Stewart, Jake 
Vozenilek, Travis Bails, Tyler Fountain, Jesse Rodman.
Back Row L to R: Evan Stevens, Grant Freeman

        Class of 2006 - 5 years

▼

The Class of 1996 met at Ben Pospisil’s home over Heritage Days Weekend 2011. About 30 people 
attended. Tom Wieseler, School Board President and father of 1996 classmate Ryan, came to talk about 
the district. We look forward to our 20 Year Reunion over Heritage Days Weekend in 2016.

        Class of 1996 - 15 years

Back Row: Chuck Franks, Rick Busenbark, (deceased) Steve Meyer, Scott Peterson, Jim Baker, Jay Gunn, Robin (Dwight) Ware, Brian Seiler, Becky Kroul 
Donovan, Greg Larsen, Denny Kirkpatrick, John Pisarik
Denny Clark, Denny Stewart, Susan Gaston Sherwood, Jeff Hughes, Julie Loomis Stephenson, Bonnie Pisarik, Jean Pospisil Larsen, Jim Marshek, Wendy Kaplan 
Johnson, Peggy Travis Powell.
ABSENT for pictures: Karin Hylbak Capri, Dave Koch, Terry Wallace Huisenga 

The Class of 1971 had their 40th year Reunion on Heritage Days weekend.  Friday night several talented members played at the C and D Lounge, and on 
Saturday morning many attended the breakfast and later on a great time was had by all at the Mount Vernon Bowling Alley.  We were so fortunate to have had 
Rick Busenbark with us as he passed away this past December.  

        Class of 1971 - 40 years

▼

Members of the class of 1946 met at the All-
Alumni-Community Brakfast, and were joined by 
others from the 1930s and 1940s.

        Class of 1946 - 65 years

▼

▼

Some great pictures from 
recent class reunions... many 
thanks for their submission 

by reunion organizers!

COMPOSITES ARE UP TO DATE in 
the High School Commons 

SEE THEM ON HERITAGE DAYS 
OR STOP BY ANYTIME
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Left to Right: Dave Studt, Patti Bolton Erlenbaugh, 
Randy Hoidahl, Jim Vislisel, Kathy Jennings 
Jamison, Don Jilovec, Barb Bys Michael, Al 
Cejka, Helen Blue Holder, Steve Becicka, Darrell 
Jordan, Ruth Ford Warren, Dick Miner, Roy 
Caldwell, Marcia Reyhons Lehr, Bunny Williams 
Mulligan, Mike Troyer, Sharon Becicka Brokel, 
Ritch Blew, Janet Meroshek Wikert, Marilyn 
Asplund Buchanan, Vic Wallace. 

Class of 1961 members capped off their 50th 
Reunion weekend with a picnic at the Jim and 
Melani Vislisel farm on Sunday, July 10. From 
the left, Al Cejka, Dick Miner, Ritch Blew, Helen 
Blue Holder, Charles Sievers, Dave Studt, Kathy 
Jennings Jamison, Marilyn Asplund Buchanan, 
Randy Hoidahl, Patti Bolton Erlenbaugh, Don 
Jilovec, Jim Vislisel, Ruth Ford Warren, Barb Bys 
Michael.

        Class of 1961 - 50 years

▼

Former MVHS Superintendent 
of Schools Winston Addis 
(right) enjoys talking with his 
former calculus student Vic 
Wallace. Addis was a guest 
of honor.

Members of 1961’s Conference and Sectional championship Mustang 
basketball team, left to right: Randy Hoidahl, Mike Troyer, Dick Miner, 
Vic Wallace, and Dave Studt.

        Class of 2012 ▼

The Class of ‘61 held its 50th reunion during Heritage Days 2011. The reunion was actually a four-day 
event, beginning with a visit on Thursday to the Maid-Rite in Marion -- a tradition for some of the class 
during reunions.  
Friday night was the customary get-together at Baxa’s in Sutliff.  Former schoolmates, from classes before 
and after the Class of ‘61, were invited and many attended.
Many of the classmates enjoyed the Saturday morning Alumni Breakfast and the noon Parade, followed 
later by their evening banquet held at the Cornell College Commons.  Most of the class members and 
spouses, a few schoolmates from other classes, and two former teachers were in attendance. A special 
guest, MV Supt. Dr. Pam Ewell, was also present to give opening remarks to the group. After-dinner 
speakers included former teacher Bob Stephen, and Dr. Winston Addis, who was a past teacher, MVHS 
Principal, and MV Supt.
Sunday began with worship at the Bertram Methodist Church, pastored by classmate Rev. Marilyn 
Asplund Buchanan.  This was followed by lunch at the Vislisel farm.  Classmate Jim and Melanii Vislisel 
have welcomed the class into their home, spacious yard, and machine shed many times over the past 40 
years for dinner, dancing, and discussion.  But even though there’s little dancing now, and everything has 
been discussed, everyone still enjoys a good dinner, along with the chance to say goodbyes to each other 
as they head home, and look forward to the next get-together.  As for this reunion, “A wonderful time 
was had by all.”

Welcome to new alums from the Class of 2012. Approximately 92 seniors graduated May 27th. 

WELCOME CLASS OF 2012
PHOtO By JOann GaGE
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Seated in front, left to right : Molly (Niederhauser) 
Bertling, Terry (Telecky) Smith, Sharren (Loomis) 
Hawtrey, Jude Smith, Tyler Bontrager, Karren 
Loomis, David Koffron, Ellen (Soukup) Townsen, 
Kevin Rogers, Denise (Henik) Brannaman, and 
Melany (Venditti) Reinboldt.

Standing or seated in middle: Laurie Reilly-
Gruhn, Barb Bremner, Rhondi (Staley) Ewing, Jim 
Koehn, Chris Lyon, Bob Penn, Lance Campbell, 
Deb Wright, Donna (Becicka) Nichols, David Tuel, 
Steve Franks, Annette Palmer, Steve Pisarik, Diana 
(Chittenden) Musgrove, Cheryl (Stepanek) Al-
Muhawish, Kim (Mortenson) Raim, Ron Corkin, 
Julie (Lee) Ruden, Andy Blinks, John Wallace, 
Mandi Colehour, Carol Dolezal-Ng, Robyn 
(Niswonger) Shingler, Brenda (Harms) Lynch.

Not pictured:  Robyn Dochterman, Kim (Klinsky) 
Broulik

        Class of 1981 - 30years

▼

We had a very, very heartfelt gathering...it’s a very close class and this was our FIRST reunion where 
we had lost any classmates.  (We were a very lucky class to have made it this far with no deaths. )  We 
shared memories of those classmates and when Ellen read the letter that Kraig had written about his 
life, it touched everyone’s heart deeply.  When I sent the check to the Mission of Hope, which Kraig 
spoke of very highly and specifically in his letter, I included a copy of the letter and everyone at the 
shelter was so happy to know how they had made a positive impact on Kraig’s life.  All in all, the class 
of 1981 is a strong group of amazing people who really care about each other, and enjoy staying in 
touch.  Looking back, I would not have missed this for anything.  “For those alumni unable to attend, 
you were there in spirit, and we hope to see everyone next time.”  - Rhondi

Front Row:  Beth Drongesen Mhire, Melissa Story Frantz, Katey Kinely, Peggy Yock Wagner, Adriene Newman Gragg, Tracey Allen, Sara Hanson, Charlie 
Babcock, Darin Vig, Sharon Thuerauf Grice
Middle Row:  Dan Frantz, Ty Wagner, Skeeter Myers Montgomery, Stella  Beltz Judkins, Mike Davidson, Linnea Noble Hite, Graham Harman, Rose Melchert 
Sesker, Gary Heims, Jane Hill, Stephanie Parish West, Mary Diers, Polly Neiderhouser Blythe, Shawn Voigt, Donna Wood, Rodney Sherman
Back Row:  Bruce Koffron, Steve Buchmeyer, Deb Winchip Douglass, Monti Krob

        Class of 1986 - 25 years▼

Reunion attendees Carol Dolezal-
Ng, Robyn (Niswonger) Shingler, 
and David Koffron share a laugh

Donna (Becicka) Nichols, Steve Franks, Rhondi (Staley) Ewing, Jim 
Koehn, Karren Loomis, Molly (Niederhauser) Bertling, Jude Smith, 
and Barb Bremner

First picture: Mary Diers, 
Sharon Theurauf Grice, 
Darin Grice
2nd Picture: Rodney 
Sherman, Katey Kinley, 
Bill Douglass

PLEASE SUPPORT THE ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION WITH YOUR DONATION

... SEE BACK PAGE

Reunion was over Heritage Days Weekend.  Golf 
on Saturday morning. Darin Vig’s on Saturday 
night with band and Gwen’s food.
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AWARDSHow will we ever choose just four 

people out of the many deserving 
alums of Mount Vernon Schools? 
We’ll let the Awards Committee 
sweat about that -- just get in 
your nominations! 

Award winners will be 
presented at Homecoming 
fall 2012 on September 21, 
but please don’t wait! We 
encourage you to fill out your 
nominations and mail them 
(or submit online at www.
mountvernon.k12.ia.us/
alumni). 

THE DEADLINE IS A
JULY 2, 2012 POSTMARK -- 
GET YOURS IN THE MAIL OR 
NOMINATE ONLINE NOW!

‘The Spirit Lives On In You’

2012 MOUNT VERNON ALUMNI AWARDS NOMINATION FORM
Name of person I would like considered for an award(s): ________________________________________________________

His/Her address (if known) __________________________________________________________________________________________

His/Her phone (if known) ___________________________________________________________________________________________  

Select Desired MVCSD Alumni Award(s):    
     ___ Alumni Achievement Award     ___  Alumni Service Award     ___ Fine Arts Hall of Fame      ___  Sports Hall of Fame

Description of Qualifications (Attach additional pages as necessary): (Note: a questionaire will be sent to your nominee)

Name of Person Submitting the Nomination: ____________________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Daytime Telephone (___________)____________________________ Home Telephone (________) ________________________________

Email  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

All awards will be granted based on nominations, which can be submitted by mail using this form, or online at 
www.mountvernon.k12.ia.us/alumni. Nominations will be reviewed and selected by the Awards Committee, and approved by the 
Alumni	Association	Board.	Nominations	are	held	for	three	years.	Questions	-	319-895-8845	or	alumni@mountvernon.k12.ia.us
Send this form post marked by July 2, 2012 to: Alumni Association, 525 Palisades Rd SW, Mount Vernon, IA 52314
**Elected or appointed members of the Alumni Association Board are not eligible during their term of service.

MVCSD Alumni Achievement Award
Given to alumni who have earned recognition for their 
achievements and contributions in their professional life.
Criteria:
•	 Alumni	of	Mount	Vernon	High	School	at	least	28	years	

of age.
•	 Demonstrates	a	high	level	of	achievement	in	his/her	

field and makes significant contributions to that field.
•	 Exhibits	high	moral	character.

MVCSD Alumni Service Award
Given to alumni for specific and meritorious service to the 
MVCSD Alumni Association, or any other not-for-profit 
organization.  Criteria:
•	 Alumni	of	Mount	Vernon	High	School	at	least	28	years	

of age.
•	 Service	must	be	for	a	not-for-profit	organization	in	a	

non-compensated capacity.
•	 Exhibits	high	moral	character.

MVCSD Fine Arts Hall of Fame
Awarded to alumni with exceptional accomplish-
ment in the fine arts while attending Mount Vernon 
High School.  Criteria:
•	 Alumni	of	Mount	Vernon	High
 School at least 28 years of age.
•	 Significant	contributions	in	his/her
 fine arts area.
•	 Conference	honors	and/or	all-state
 recognition, or equivalent.
•	 Superior	ratings	earned	in	competition.
•	 Major	roles	in	theater	productions,
 solos,etc.
Other considerations:
•	 Outstanding	character	and	leadership.
•	 Successful	participation	in	college
 and/or post-college.
•	 Major	roles	in	theater	productions,
 solos, etc. after high school.
•	 College	scholarships	in	the	fine	arts
  disciplines.

MVCSD Sports Hall of Fame
Awarded to alumni with exceptional accomplish-
ment in athletics while attending Mount Vernon 
High School.  Criteria:
•	 Alumni	of	Mount	Vernon	High	School	at	least	

28 years of age.
•	 Statistical	records	and/or	awards	received.
•	 All-conference	all-state	and/or	state	
 championships earned.
Other considerations:
•	 Outstanding	character	and	leadership.
•	 Successful	participation	in	college	and/or	

professional athletics.

MAIL BY JULY 2

NOTE: If you submitted a nomination last year, you do not need to resubmit, and your nominee will be 
considered for an award this year. Nominations are held and considered for three years.
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Another fun and well-attended All-Allumni-Commu-
nity Breakfast and Reception Tent during Heritage 
Days 2011.

Former instructor Chuck Halsey eats breakfast with his 
daughter Gail Halsey Bertram’94 and grandbaby from 
Wisconsin

1965 classmates Susan Mounts Fisher, Dave Brown, 
Florene Allard Akers, Gary Knutsen, Shirley Swanson 
Gugler and Dave Hartel

Vance Rahn’66 and his wife Janine, in 
from South Carolina for his reunion, look 
at composites

Dwight Ware’71, John Rife’60, Former MV Superin-
tendent Adrian Ringold, and Dwight’s wife.

Nicole Mehaffy on the left and her 
mom, Karen Mehaffy.

Al Klouda’48 and his wife Ruth visit at 
the Reception tent

Family time at the Alumni-Community Breakfast 
-- left to right are Colin Squiers, Alex White’14, 
Wade Squiers’84 and daughter Isabella Squiers,  
Lisa Squiers White’88, daughter Samantha’19. 
Standing at left is Lisa’s husband Todd.

PICTURES FROM HERITAGE DAYS 2011

Alums visit at the Reception tent, from left are Danielle Dye’09,  
Rachel Young’03 Eric Dye’04,  Tyler Leeper’03, and Teresa Britt 
Patterson’02

2011 classmates Adrienne Smith and 
Jen Gee

Open M-F 7:30-8, Sat 7:30-5, Sun 10-5
222 1st Ave SE in Mount Vernon    319-895-8183 

FULL SERVICE HARDWARE STORE
rental  name-brand appliances and equipment 

tools  plumbing  electrical  paint  auto  lawn and garden   
key making  window repair  hardware and more! 

Any day of the week you’re likely to be helped 
by an alum or future alum in our store. 

“We think we make the best coffee
and specialty coffee drinks around

 - hot and cold.  
Plus pastries and children’s drinks. 

You’ll find our drive-through kiosk on 
Hwy 30 next to the Mount Vernon Motel”

Beth Drongesen Mhire’86  and husband Dave,  
Corinne Wilcox Drongesen’56

Gift Certificates Available
353 Hwy 30 SW   319-895-6334

SmoothieS • LatteS • mochaS • BLended ice coffeeS

310 Virgil Avenue    Mount Vernon, IA 52314
319-895-0055

ACCOMMODATIONS/FEATURES
•Complimentary Deluxe Continental Breakfast
•Indoor Swimming Pool and Whirlpool
•Exercise Room
•Complimentary in-room high speed internet
•Meeting Room Available
•Spacious Guest Rooms plus Whirlpool Suites

B Y   C H O I C E   H O T E L S

www.choicehotels.com/hotel/ia111
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Steve Horton’68(d) and Frank Benesh’56(d) visit

Krystle Bragg’03, Amber Gerth’03, Jenny 
Baxa’08, and Sam Weber’08

Carol Soukup, former District employee, was 
back from Colorado. Here she is visiting with 
Harry and Delores Suchomel. Harry was former 
District Maintenance Supervisor.

Randy Hoidahl’60,  Gary Knutsen’65, Michael 
Troyer’61, and Dennis Akers’64 meet during 
Alumni Open Gym time

Visiting in the Alumni Reception tent are front 
left Sis Woods Pitlik’47(d) and Lizzy Wolfe 
Kroul’43, standing behind them are John Rife’60 
and Michael Troyer’61. Seated at right is Jean 
Pavelka Litts’53, and standing at right are 1981 
classmates Rhondi Ewing, Jude Smith, and Kevin 
Rogers

PICTURES FROM HERITAGE DAYS 2011 THURSDAY, JULY 12
6pm-9pm -- Activities and Family 

Night at Kernoustie Golf Club
Dark -- Fireworks Display at Golf 

Club

FRIDAY, JULY 13
7-4pm -- Kernoustie Golf Club Alumni 

Golf Shootout
Noon-Midnight -- Entertainment on 

Main
   Street Stage Uptown MV
Noon-10pm -- Food Vendors, local &
   regional favorites
Noon-10pm -- Midway, First Street 

West, Rides, inflatable’s, children’s 
games, street vendors, bingo and 
more

Noon-4pm -- Discover Your Heri-
tage, Visitor’s Center, Free family 
heritage search.

4-9pm -- Alumni-Community Recep-
tion Tent Open (next next to the 
Bingo Tent)

5:00pm -- Business Olympics (in 
front of main stage)

5-8pm -- MV Fire Department Water-
ball, City Hall parking lot

6pm -- Kids Fun Run, MV Football 
Field

6:30pm registration -- Flag Football 
Tournament (see below)

SATURDAY, JULY 14
7am-4pm -- Kernoustie Golf Club Alumni Golf
8am -- 5K Run/Walk leaving from MV High School
8-10:30am -- All-Alumni-Community Breakfast at High 

School (Serving from 8-10am) 
9am -- Bike ride starts in front of Skillet Cafe
10am-5pm -- Trade Vendors of all types, First Street 

West, Various artists and merchants
11am -- Parade, First Street West - starts on First 

Street West, winds down 5th Avenue North and ends 
at 7th Street. Line up begins at 10 am

Noon-10pm -- Food Vendors, local & regional 
Noon-10pm -- Midway, First Street West
 Rides, inflatable’s, children’s games, street vendors, 

bingo and more
11:30-approx 7pm -- Alumni-Community Reception 

Tent Open (next next to the Bingo Tent)
Noon-midnight -- Entertainment on Main
   Street Stage Uptown MV
Noon-4pm -- Discover Your Heritage, Visitor’s Center, 

Free family heritage search.
Noon-4pm -- Car Show, First Street West
2-4pm -- Open Gym at the High School
   For any alums or friends that would enjoy a pick up
   game or shooting some baskets.
1-8pm -- MV Fire Department Waterball, City Hall 
parking Lot   
3-6pm -- Old Time Family Fun Zone, Memorial Park
3-6pm -- Petting Zoo, Memorial Park
4-8pm -- Kernoustie Alumni-Community Social 
   Reception, see page 3
5:30-7:30pm -- Swim Night, MV Pool Open

Class of 1956 welcomes other alums to join them at the Sleep Inn 
on Saturday, July 14, after 7:30 pm for visiting

Friday night, July 13 -- alums are welcome to join 
the Class of 1962 and others at Sutliff.

see complete list of events at www.visitmvl.com

ANNUAL

Get your classmates together for a team!Get theold teamtogether!

Sponsors
welcome!

Heritage Days 2012!
Friday, July 13th ▪ MV high school football field

6 pm team sign in  ▪  7 pm Games begin!
$20 per person [includes a team t-shirt]

Minumum 5 people per team ▪ 18 years and older
Teams must be pre-registered to play. Brackets will be created prior to tournament. 

Get your 

friends 

together 

for a team!

Proceeds benefit Mount Vernon Football Field Bleacher Improvements.
Register by June 30 to guarantee a team. Space is limited!

To register contact Jodi Hormann 
at jodi.hormann@gmail.com or 319-895-9876.
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■ JORDAN GUNN’05

Mustangs...what are they doing now?

I am currently a graduate student in the 
Department of Medicinal Chemistry and 
Pharmacognosy at the College of Phar-
macy, University of Illinois at Chicago.  
The group focuses on the botany, chem-
istry, and biology of natural products.  
My work is based on an ethnobotanical 
approach to natural product drug dis-
covery.  Put another way, I am seeking 
to find single compounds within effec-
tive traditionally used remedies, with 
interesting in vitro and in vivo biological 
activity.  

One of the purposes of identifying 
single active compounds within these 
remedies is the development of clinical 
drugs. Although there is a general per-
ception of natural products themselves 
being weak and safe (neither of which 
is necessarily true), naturally derived 
compounds and their analogs represent 
just under 50% of all clinical drugs, and 
pharmaceutical companies continue to 
search for new drugs from traditionally 
used plants despite soaring costs due 
to increased awareness of genetic and 
intellectual property issues from indig-
enous populations who inspired their 
development.  

Another purpose of identifying single 
compounds within effective herbal rem-
edies is the standardization of dietary 
supplements.  This is important because 
many of the dietary supplements which 
are being used by the public are not 
standardized to their active ingredients.  
What’s more, we often don’t know the 
active ingredients.  Finding the active 
components of effective natural prod-
ucts and then standardizing them by 
these compounds helps to make dietary 
supplements safer, and ultimately more 
effective.
 My area of expertise is anti-diabetic 
natural products. I am currently study-

ing two species that have been used for 
several millennia in Traditional Chinese 
Medicine for the treatment of diabetes, 
Alisma orientale (Alismataceae) and 
Cornus officinalis (Cornaceae). Previ-
ous findings in various in vivo and in 
vitro models suggest these plants have 
hypoglycemic and antihyperglycemic 
properties, possibly as a result of GLUT-
4 translocation induction in the process 
of insulin dependent glucose uptake in 
muscle and fat. Due to these findings, 
and these species’ strong history of use 
in and out of China, I am using in vitro 
adipocyte models and will perform bio-
activity guided fractionation to isolate 
and structurally elucidate insulin mimetic 
and insulin sensitizing agents within 
these species. I hope to provide informa-
tion for the development and standard-
ization of alternatives to insulin (as it is 
orally inactive), and for the development 
of insulin sensitizers to help in the fight 
against Type 2 Diabetes.

I ended up at this university and in this 
field, as a result of the interplay between 
a few different interests. One was a 
love of science, which I gained from my 
grandfather and through my experience 
in the Mount Vernon schools.   

Another was philosophy, which I grew 
to love as a result of my mother, and my 
experience at Coe College in my under-
graduate years. These two areas were 
forced to sit close to one another, for 
me, during two trips to Southeast Asia 
where I studied traditional medicine 
and wondered how legitimately effec-
tive remedies can be found using such 
strange logic. That question turned out 
to be exceedingly deep, but I decided 
on a certain level it was somewhat 
irrelevant. If you play the odds that you 
know what a shaman means, and also 
play the odds that he is right, then you 

Show your Mustang pride by 
proudly wearing a MV Alum

LAPEL PIN

Lapel pins available 
at ALL alumni events 

$2 each

DVDS AVAILABLE

Thank you to Tom Childs’63 who has 
donated a video to the Alumni Association 
he made from some home movies filmed 

during the 1962 Football season. Thirteen 
minutes, full color, and although there is 
no sound, it features the football players, 
Homecoming Parade with band, snake 
dance, & uptown buildings and people.

 Also Thank you to Conrad Leighton’67 from 
the Class of 1967 who has donated picture 
files to the Alumni Association he shot during 

his years as school photographer

Both are for sale at $5 each, 
or $7 each to include shipping. 

Pick one up at any Alumni Event or contact 
 alumni@mountvernon.k12.ia.us 

or 319-895-8845

3/4” X .478”
GOLD PLATED

BURGUNDY PMS 216 ENAMEL

Please review this virtual proof for your order.  Note that the colors you see on screen or the printout may not accurately represent the 
production run due to screen and printer limitations.  Please review both the explanatory data on the proof and the virtual image to ensure
the correct color specification and imprint placement.  We cannot guarantee that final production run will match exactly what you see on 
your screen or printout.  Please request a pre-production sample if you have any concerns.

VOLUNTEER TO HELP AT HERITAGE DAYS 
ALUMNI BREAKFAST OR RECEPTION AREA 

-- Call 319-895-8845 or write 
alumni@mountvernon.k12.ia.us

We represent several 
insurance companies.  

Please call us today for a 
no obligation quote. 

319-895-6931
107 First St. NW. - Box 148

Mt. Vernon, Iowa 52314 
lbrokel@mtvernoninsuranceagency.com 

www. mtvernoninsuranceagency.com

Tom Kortemeyer and Lynn Brokel’78
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can look at it from a strictly western 
perspective and it should produce drug 
leads a small percentage of the time 
(believe it or not, these odds I speak of 
currently produce hit rates higher than 
those of any other method for attaining 
new drugs). There are only a handful of 
schools in the U.S. that are dedicated 
to teaching and practicing this strategy, 
and that’s how I ended up in Chicago.

Every one of my teachers needs to be 
thanked for giving me a great educa-
tion, pushing me to achieve more, and 
giving me opportunities to grow not 
only as a student but as a person. As I 
look back, I feel very blessed for having 
gone through the Mount Vernon Schools, 
and having lived and played so close to 
the people which make it great.  

I would like to especially thank Mr. 
Scearce, a true Renaissance man, for 
showing me that the world is for the tak-
ing and knowledge is for using.  When 
you see someone so unafraid of com-
plexity, you can’t help but take a little 
bit of that attitude with you on your own 
journey. I would also like to thank Mrs. 
Richardson for talking me into taking 
a class I never should have taken, and 
teaching me in the process that if an 
option, writing is opportunity to say in a 
controlled venue exactly what you want 
the world to know.  She taught me that 
at some point in your life writing will 
start working for your interests, and your 
biggest challenge will become keeping 
to the page limit.

Jordan can be reached at: Department 
of Medicinal Chemistry and 
Pharmacognosy, College of Pharmacy, 
University of Illinois at Chicago, 833 
S. Wood St.  (M/C 877) Room 272m, 
Chicago, Il. 60612, or by phone at 
319-560-1397, email: jgunn4@uic.edu

Alum Matt Silliman’75 has a new book out that 
is rooted in his educational experience at Mount 
Vernon High School.  Matt is currently is a Philosophy 
professor at Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts.  He 
has taught philosophy at MCLA since 1986.
 His new book is entitled, “Bridges to Autonomy; 
Paradoxes in Teaching and Learning.” It is available from Piraeus 
Books (and various online outlets). Matt says “Much of it is rooted 
in my (now quite distant) educational experience at MVHS, so 
some former classmates and teachers might recognize themselves, 
at least as types” within the book. More information is available 
at: http://bridgestoautonomy.blogspot.com/
Matt can be reached at msilliman502@hotmail.com

SILLIMAN WRITES BOOK

I am currently working as a Rotoscope 
Project Lead at Digital Domain Media 
Group in the Stereo 3d Department. In 
short, I work with teams of artists who 
trace out objects, or elements in a scene 
frame by frame. The work that my teams 
produce then go to artists to add shap-
ing and depth for 3d conversion. I’ve 
worked on films such as G-Force, Trans-
formers 3 Dark of the Moon, and The 
Smurfs for stereo 3d conversion. I have 
also worked in the Visual Effects Depart-
ment on films such as The Girl with the 
Dragon Tattoo and most recently Rock 
of Ages.

I honestly never saw myself working 
in the Entertainment Industry, I always 
loved to draw and paint growing up. 
All through elementary, middle and high 
school I had a passion for anything art 
and I spent much of my time drawing. 
After graduating high school in 2004 
I got into The School of the Art Institute 
of Chicago and spent my first couple 
of years trying out every department 
I could. When I found the animation 
department, I fell in love with hand 
drawn animation. In 2008 I graduated 
with a Bachelor of Fine Arts with an 
emphasis in film, video and new media 

■ HOLLY GUNN’04

Holly and her fiance, 
Kelly both work at 
Digital Domain

and shortly after I moved to Los Angeles. 
I found In-Three, a stereo 3d conversion 
company. 

I have to mention some of the people 
who inspired me so much and drove me 
to be the best I could be. I firstly want 
to thank Mrs. Zaiger who was a great 
mentor to me and always encouraged 
me to expand my horizons. I also want 
to thank Tony and Sarah Fitzgerald 
for their help and support throughout 
my time in Mount Vernon and for their 
inspiring talents. Mrs. Richardson was 
also someone who helped me think 
outside the box and always encouraged 
me to be ambitious and courageous. 
And of course my family who always 
supported a career in art.

For the students and alums in Mount 
Vernon who hope to pursue a career in 
art I would say keep your mind open, 
you never know if you love something 
or not until you try it. There are so many 
fun and interesting careers in art!

Holly can be reached at 
holly.k.gunn@gmail.com

www.bankatbridge.com�

Mt. Vernon�
319-895-8200�

Mechanicsville�
563-432-7291�

Our employee owners make the difference!�

Member FDIC�

Solon�
319-624-7111�

Any chance we could get 50% of our alums to 
support the Alumni Association? See back cover

YES

I’m a 50
 

perce
nter!
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■ MYRT CLARK BOWERS’57

Congratulations to Alum Myrt Clark Bow-
ers, an RN, BSN, and long-time Mount 
Vernon resident, who was honored this 
May as one of 100 Great Iowa Nurses. 
Each year 100 Great Iowa Nurses are 
honored and identifies that special nurse 
who has exemplified concern for human-
ity, dedication to the profession, and 
leadership through mentoring others.

Myrt’s nursing career spans 52 years 
of nursing leadership. Her educational 
background includes: St. Luke’s School 
of Nursing, Coe College, University of 
Pennsylvania Wharton School Johnson 
& Johnson Fellowship Program, and 
University of California Western Network 
for Education in health administration 
program. Myrt began her nursing career 
in 1960 at St. Luke’s Hospital where 
she established a mentoring and caring 
environment.

She has been a leader both within the 
profession and the community. The last 
11 years, she has dedicated her work 
with older adults at the Witwer Senior 
Center, a non-profit organization in Ce-
dar Rapids. She initiated “Healthy Aging 
Programs” at nine Linn County loca-
tions. Other accomplishments include a 
comprehensive meal program that served 
more than 200,000 meals in 2011. She 
successfully led an initiative to become 
the first in the State of Iowa to achieve 
Meals on Wheels National Magnet Ac-
creditation, secured $292,000 in federal 
funds, achieved a Linn County Board 
of Health award for healthy workplace 
environment, implemented a home-
based registered dietician nutritional 
assessment and counseling program, 
provided leadership in securing alternate 
food preparation sites during and after 
the catastrophic 2008 floods (kitchen 
production was moved five times), and 
secured more than $480,700 in flood 
related funds. Myrt can be reached at 
myrtb203@mchsi.com

Editor’s Note: See complete article in the 
Sun, ‘Long-time Mt. Vernon resident hon-
ored among ‘100 Great Iowa Nurses’’ 
May 11, 2012 by Jake Krob

Mustangs...what are they doing now?

She met American Idol legend Chris Daughtry. Mario Lopez, of “Saved by the Bell” 
fame interviewed her. And she sat behind “Dancing with the Stars” judges during a 
taping of what’s likely the show’s most famous incident, when a dancer chewed out 
one of the judges. Oh yeah, she also won the Showcase Showdown on the “Price is 
Right.” Katey Forest Sanders’00 had the trip of a lifetime to Los Angeles in late Oc-
tober. Two months later, she gained local fame as a “Price is Right” contestant. She 
struck it big on the show, winning a showcase that included a trip to Spain and items 
used by Daughtry’s band.

Locally, Katey’s best known as the manager of the Mount Vernon pool during the 
summer. She and her husband, Ryan, a Lisbon grad, live in Atkins. Katey’s day job is 
running a group home for people with disabilities. Her older sisters, Kelly Forest Mc-
Cool’87 and Kristy Forest Kirby’90, love doing those things people always talk about 
doing. That led them to a the “Price is Right” a few years ago. In October, it was 
Katey’s turn. She and Kelly made the trip to L.A.

They went to a taping of ABC’s “Dancing with the Stars.” And they decided to take 
in a taping of “Price is Right.” They didn’t get into the first show, and didn’t plan to 
come back in the afternoon for the second taping of the day. But at “Dancing with 
the Stars,” they’d met a talent scout who was also at the morning “Price is Right.” The 
guy told them to come back for the afternoon show, because it was celebrity week 
and Daughtry would be there.

That’s all Katey had to hear. “I voted for him - I loved him,” Katey said, referring to 
“American Idol.” Katey explained that before “Price is Right” begins, prospective 
contestants - in groups of a dozen - are asked one question. The answer is what pro-
ducers use to pick those chosen to “come on down.” The question in the afternoon: 
“What do you like to do for fun?”  Katey knew she could make an impact. “I can 
be really crazy,” she said. So she jumped up and down yelling, “I love to watch the 
Price is Right!” And when asked what else she did, she proclaimed, “I got to Califor-
nia to see the ‘Price is Right!’ “ She did it donning a t-shirt she had Barnyard Screen 
Printer in Lisbon make. Gold letters on the black shirt proclaimed, “Iowa is corny for 
Drew Carey.” Katey was the third person called. Daughtry played with all the contes-
tants. Whatever was won, he’d get for the Alzheimer’s Association.

Katey was called to the stage after getting the closest bid ($2,001) on a cherry wine 
cabinet. And then, she said, “I botched my game.” She doesn’t know the name of 
the game, but said it had to do with pulling a lever. All of the screaming from the 
audience caused her to be flustered. She redeemed herself when contestants spun the 
wheel to see which two would be in the Showcase Showdown. She was just a few 
thousand off of the actual value of the showcase and won. The highlight of the Show-
case: A trip to Spain in December. She took her sister on the one-week excursion, and 
got to see Daughtry’s concert on a military base.

Katey can be reached at ksanders@netins.net

Editor’s Note: Katey’s mom is alum Janice Johnson Forest’64. Katey can be reached at 
ksanders@netins.net  See complete article in the Sun, ‘Contestant Katey wins big on 
‘Price is Right’ January 06, 2012 by Jake Krob

■ KATIE FOREST SANDERS’00
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■ EDWARD ‘TED’ CARLSON’02

Since I left Mount Vernon High School 
I attended Colorado College in 2002 
and then Iowa law school in 2008. In 
between, I worked in Denver and Tokyo 
for a year, where I gained eye-opening 
experiences in the Colorado civil rights 
community and the Japanese parliament.  

I currently work as a policy analyst with 
National Council de la Raza, the largest 
Hispanic civil rights organization in the 
country. Based in DC, I work on a broad 
portfolio of issues on the civil rights team. 
I primarily focus on telecommunication, 
juvenile justice and LGBT issues. On any 
given day, I track legislation, meet with 
coalitions which are trying to stop or pass 
legislation and research and write reports 
on issues for the project team. It is excit-
ing position that I constantly feel like I get 
to make an impact on a community I care 
about deeply.
 
An accomplishment I am proud of hap-
pened the summer between my junior 
and senior year of college, I was selected 
as a US Congressional Hispanic Caucus 
Institute intern and placed in the office 
of the Democratic Leader, Nancy Pelosi. 
I felt honored to be selected and spon-
sored to come out to Washington, DC for 

a summer but was particularly excited 
to be placed in a leadership office. The 
work was largely administrative, but so 
much of the value of that experience 
was just being present to some very 
interesting policy conversations and just 
seeing how a large policy office works. 

As a general thought, I felt like the 
Mount Vernon community and my 
classmates were very supportive and 
incredibly caring. There were so many 
coaches, volunteers and teachers who 
helped make living in Mount Vernon and 
going to Mount Vernon High School a 
unique experience. In my travels in the 
US and abroad, I haven’t come across a 
community quite like it. I miss it tremen-
dously.  

But two teachers who made a huge 
impact in my life were Eric Little and 
Sue Deibner-Hanson. They were both 
influential in getting me to study abroad 
my junior year of high school. I initially 
expressed interest, but both Eric and Sue 
were the ones who really made it hap-
pen. To be honest, I don’t think I would 
have been able to go, but Eric wrote an 
incredibly strong letter of recommenda-
tion to American Field Service in Spain 
and Sue helped figure out through a 
local community college how to get 
my Spanish to a point where I could 
succeed in a Spanish high school. They 
both symbolize the great lengths that 
teachers at Mount Vernon went to mak-
ing the educational experience second 
to none.

Ted can be reached at 
carlson.edward@gmail.com

Ann Koppenhaver, CPA
Class of ‘78
and Mount Vernon Community School 
District Foundation President
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“We’ve love owning the motel 
in our home town. 

We especially enjoy having MV 
alums as guests -- we hope we can 

make their visit extra special.” 
Beth Drongesen Mhire ’86 and husband Dave

Corinne Wilcox Drongesen ‘56

353 Hwy 30 SW
To make your reservation, stop in, 
                          or visit us online at

                           www.mountvernonmotel.com
                     319-895-4039

Some of the riders who shared a bus route in their school days enjoy seeing each again at Sutliff during 
Heritage Days 2011.  Seated is Roy Caldwell. From left are Bunny Williams Mulligan’61, Diana Kafer 
LaVoi’64, Annamae Stoneking Baker’60, Gary Kaplan’64, Barb Bys Michael’61, Gary Knutsen’64 and 
Judy Caldwell Penn’60
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Alumni News...
Send us your information...

Alumni Association
525 Palisades Road
Mount Vernon, Iowa 52314

or alumni@mountvernon.k12.ia.us
or call 319-895-8845

MARRIAGES
Lindsay Bock’07 to Jon Thureauf’07, July 

30, 2011
Angie Miceli’07 to Andy Bishop, June 25, 

2011
Jacob Ryan’07 to Alexa Smith, 
 November19, 2011
Alex Smith’07 to Brandy McCracken, 

April 28, 2012
Jessica Miceli‘02 to Derek Ellard, October 

8, 2011
Jamie Wallace’01 to Rik Smith,  August 6, 

2011
Kathryn ‘Katie’ Ohlfest’00 to Lee Bortz, 

Nov. 25, 2011
Josh Rife’96 to Megan Stewart, Nov. 25, 

2011
David Harrington’93 to Anne Hall, Sept. 

10, 2011

BABY NEWS
Jacob Ryan’07 and Alexa Ryan, a son, 

Brody Kirk, Mar. 15, 2012 
Lauren Penn Oliphant’05 and Tim Oliphant, 

a son, Hayes Cooper, Apr. 29, 2012
Maggie Burke Slaymaker’03  and Brock 

Slaymaker, a son, Rowan Edward, 
Oct. 10, 2011 

Ryan Whitman’03 and Tasha Whitman, a 
daughter, Adalynn Jo, Mar. 18, 2012

Evan Yeats’02 and Ashley Fry Yeats, a 
son, Rainer Dakin Harbolt, September 
27, 2011

Ian Dye’01 and Shauna Applebee Dye’01, a 
son, Henry James, Feb. 10, 2012

Aaron Reasland’01 and Liz Overman 
Reasland’02, a son, Titus Elliot, 
December 25, 2011

Sarah Kleinsmith Dannals’01 and Chris 
Dannals, a daughter, Susannah 
Marie, Apr. 24, 2012

Bill Thomsen’01 and Sara Thomsen, a 
daughter, Teresa Lori, Apr. 23, 2012

Jeremy Hotz 99’ and Lindsey Kerr Hotz’01, 
a son, Tucker Lee, September 8, 
2011

Mike Wieseler‘99 and Laurie Wieseler, a 
daughter, Ashlan Lea, April 7th, 2012

Chad Pitlik’98 and Devan Pitlik, a son, 
Micah Douglas, Nov. 9, 2011

Sarah Hauser’97 and Adam Hickman , 
a daughter, Markie Hazel, Dec. 31, 
2010

Katie Schonhorst Farber’97 and Jon Farber, 
a daughter, Lucia Rae, Jan. 30, 2012

Bryce Chapman’97 and Kelli Curtis-
Chapman’89, a daughter, Bryli JaxLynn, 
Oct 6, 2011

Aaron Loan’95 and Elise Loan, a son, 
Asher Alden, September 13, 2011

ANNIVERSARIES
Mary Ann Boren Jilovec’62 and Bob 

Jilovec’63 of Mechanicsville, Ia, 50 
years on March 10th

Ilene ‘Susie’ Emerson Tuetken’59 and Wally 
Tuetken of Monticello, Ia, 50 years on 
April 7th

Vernon Burge’37 and Helen Burge of 
Mount Vernon, Ia, 70 years on April 
16th

Robert Zinkula’47 and Mary of Mount 
Vernon, Ia, 50 years on May 15, 
1952 

EDUCATION
Jayson Wilkinson’90 completed his 

Masters degree in Business 
Administration at the University of 
Phoenix. Married this July 4th for 15 
wonderful years. 

Tim Loudenback’11 graduated from the Air 
Force Basic Military Training on Jan 
13, 2012 in San Antonio, TX, and is 
now in Security Forces Tech School. 
Timcan be reached at 

 Loudenbacktim@yahoo.com
Sandra Neal Williams’69 completed her 

requirements for an Associates’ 
Degree in Medical Assisting from the 
Kaplan University in Cedar Rapids 
in January 2012. On January 24, 
2012, Sandy passed her CMA 
(AAMA) certification examination and 
is now a Certified Medical Assistant. 
She graduated with honors, Summa 
cum laude on May 11.

Jamie Wallace Smith’01 will graduate 
from	the	Genesis	Quad	Cities	Family	
Medicine Residency Program in June. 
In the fall she will join the Mount 
Vernon Family Medicine group.  

Jordan Barr’09 and Melissa Grunder’11 
were ranked in the top two percent of 
students academically in the liberal 
arts and sciences at Iowa State

Josh Henik’06 was awarded the 
Graduate Teaching Excellence Award 
by the Agronomy Dept  at Iowa State 
University 

Clinton Currie’05 graduated from Iowa 
State Fall 2011 with a bachelor of 
science degree marketing and also 
majored in international business and 
spanishDr. Richard Skotowski 

and Dr. Steven Sindt
202 Glenn Street in Mount Vernon

319-895-8888

MOUNT VERNON 
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eye health 
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319-895-8835 •  800-263-9890 
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In Memory of classmates we have lost 
Margaret Jane ‘Peggy’ Siggins Hendricks’30

Coeur d’Alene, Id., Mar. 7, 2012
Marie Zinkula Kuntz’35

Mount Vernon, Ia., Nov. 25, 2011
Mary Pospisil Russell’35

Mount Vernon, Ia.,  Dec. 6, 2011
Virgil Crofter’38

Mount Vernon, Ia., Jan. 2, 2012
Esther Dvorak Wilson’42

Sun City, Az., Apr. 25, 2012
Jean Trego Smith’46

Woodstock, Ill., Nov. 7, 2011
Iolene Gaines Clark’47

Mount Vernon, Ia., Feb. 10, 2012
Frank Benesh’56

Mount Vernon, IA,  June 2, 2012
Pauline Lincoln Masunaga’57

Wahiawa, HI., Sept. 4, 2008
Roger Roy Martin’58

Mount Vernon, IA, May, 23, 2012
Margaret ‘Maggie’ Quinn Ellison’62

Mount Vernon, Ia., Dec. 7, 2011
Jane Hammond Brasel’62
OK., Aug. 16, 2006

John Billings’64
Fairfax, Ia., Nov. 13, 2011

Steve Horton’68
Mount Vernon, Ia., Nov. 17, 2011

Barry Roberts’68
Coon Rapids, Minn., Dec. 24, 2011

Rita Pospisil McGinnis’70
Des Moines, Ia., Feb. 28, 2012

Richard Busenbark’71
Peterborough, N.H., Dec. 11, 2011

Leah Idelle Virlee Van Waus’05
Davenport, Ia, May 10, 2012

Friends...
Gary Stamp

Lisbon, IA, Oct. 21, 2011
Carroll ‘Mort’ Mortensen

Mount Vernon, Ia., Jan. 19, 2012
Elizabeth Casady, 96

Cedar Rapids, Ia, Feb. 11, 2012

AND MORE...
Some past issues of the Mount Vernon Hawkeye News, find them at...
http://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=5uu-MYFt2EcC
Karen Miller Thornton’74 is president of the MV-L Rotary Club
Rachel Sauter’07 (pictured at far right) plays keyboard and sings vocals 

for the Iowa City five-piece group called ‘Emperors Club’. Their music 
is described as musicians ‘who are trading in 
nimble, exuberant indie rock with a smattering of 
’90s influences and enough hooks that the music 
could have come from any decade.’ The band’s 
debut EP“The Castle” is just out.  See post at 
http://buzzbands.la/2011/11/14/download-
emperors-club-the-castle/

Peter Wilch’90, Cornell  College vice president for alumni and college 
advancement, is leaving to accept the position of vice president for 
university development at the University of San Francisco. He left 
Cornell College on April 30, and will begin in his new position in 
California on June 1. A Mount Vernon native and 1994 graduate 
of Cornell, Wilch oversaw the $105.8 million Extraordinary 
Opportunities Campaign, the largest campaign ever by a private 
liberal arts college in Iowa, in which nearly 60 percent of Cornell 
alumni participated. 

Tim Maaske’72  is in his 36th year teaching and coaching and 19th at 
Blaine High School, a large suburban school north of Minneapolis, 
Mn.  He writes in that he was ‘Blessed to have received an 
outstanding public education in Mount Vernon and an excellent 
liberal arts education at Cornell College. My fourth grade teacher 
Mrs. Lehman, high school principal Adrian Ringold, and my  parents 
Paul and Pauline Maaske have had a profound positive impact on my 
life.  Son Michael, daughter Meredith, and wife Deb are all doing 
well.  Always enjoy the Mount Vernon Alumni news.’ 

 Tim can be reached at timmaaske@aol.com
Jenny Baxa’08 was a squad member of the Central College dance team 

that twice placed at its first national competition appearance March 
24 at the University of North Texas. Central’s squad was third in the 
hip-hop routine and took first runner-up honors in the pom routine at 
the American Dance/Drill Team American Collegiate Championship.

Sean Flockhart’00 is starting a new job as a member of the Mount Vernon 
Community School District Technology Team in June 2012

Polly Niederhauser Blythe’86 and Bob Blythe’87 Before the 
end of 2011, Polly Ann’s Antiques in uptown Mount 
Vernon was recognized for 20 years of business.
Owned by Polly and Bob, the building is full of all 
kinds of antiques and collectibles, with the Blythes 
and about a dozen other dealers selling their wares.
They also operate the Blythe Cottage Inn Bed & 
Breakfast out of their Mount Vernon home. Find both 
their antique store and their Bed & Breakfast at www.
pollyanns.com or www.pollyanns.blogspot.com. 

 Polly can be reached at pollyanns@mchsi.com and Bob can be 
reached at bob@pollyanns.com. You can see an article about their 
20 years in the Sun, online at www.mvlsun.com, Jan 5, 2012

Tom Zinkula’75  Congratulations to alum Father Tom Zinkula who started 
a new position in February within the Catholic Church as episcopal 
vicar of the Cedar Rapids region. Before taking this post, he went 
on a sabbatical to the Sacred Heart Jesuit Retreat House in Sedalia, 
Colo.,then traveled to the North American College in Rome where 
he was also able to visit holy sites and landmarks in Rome and other 
parts of Italy, Prague, and London. Father Zinkula then flew to India 
where he stayed for about two months. 

 Tom can be reached at dbqzinkula@arch.pvt.k12.ia.us
Sutliff Bridge Three and a half years after historic flooding nearly 

destroyed it, the Sutliff Bridge reconstruction project has begun to 
replace the 155-foot long timber approach, which was completely 
destroyed in the flooding. 
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THANK YOU  for your 2011-2012
Support of the Alumni Association

One way YOU can help the Alumni Association is to be a 
‘Supporter’. We are asking each alumnus for a voluntary 
contribution of $10 or more annually (July 1 to July 1) to 
help offset  a variety of publishing, event, and Association 
expenses. Your financial support is greatly appreciated. 
Following are names of alums who have supported us for 
the 2011-12 year. Please see the back cover of this issue 
for the 2012-2013 Support Form and commit to being a 
50 Percenter!
Does your name have an asterik* behind it? This means 
you have already contributed for the 2012-2013 year. 
Is your name missing? Be sure to let us know 
319-895-8845 or alumni@mountvernon.k12.ia.us.

Maureen Peterson 
Ahrensdorf’72
  Williamsburg, MA
Dennis Akers’64
 Cedar Rapids, IA
Scott Akers’70*
 Cedar Rapids, IA
Austin Armstrong’33
 Mount Vernon, IA
Brian Barthel’71
 Orem, UT
Steve Becicka’61*
 Bloomington, IL
Jane Strother Beck’68
 Cedar Rapids, IA
Leo Beranek’31*
 Boston, MA
Nancy Smykil Berns’67*
 Sierra Vista, AZ
Mary Peterson Berry’69
 Dumfries, VA
Marie Reyhons Beuter’53*
 Solon, IA
Mike Biderman’62*
 Chatanooga, TN
Bonnie Humes Boodon’57*
 Navarre, FL
Lindsey Borg’83*
 Woodbridge, VA
Randy  Borg’76
 San Antonio, TX
Bill Bowers’57*
 Mount Vernon, IA
Myrt Clark Bowers’57*
 Mount Vernon, IA
Jean Kuntz Bowman’64
 DeWitt, IA
Richard Bowman’58*
 Shorewood, MN
Robert Bowman’58*
 Glenview, IL
Ben Brannaman’05
 Lisbon, IA
Rebecca Bremner’87*
 Portland, OR
Ronald Bridges’61*
 Twentynine Palms, CA
Debra Clark Bridgewater’76*
 Blairstown, IA
Linda Russell Brooks’83*
 Lisbon, IA
Linda Buresh Brouillette’62*
 El Cajon, CA
Christine Hudson Brown’64*
 Springville, IA
Dan Brown’85*
 Zionsville, IN

David Brown’65*
 Centennial, CO
George Brown’53*
 Kearney, NE
Roger Brush’58*
 Minneapolis, MN
Chris Rilett Bullis’70
 Lakewood, CO
Vernon Burge’37*
 Mount Vernon, IA
Carlyle Bys’53
 Bertram, IA
Allene Merritt Bys’52
 Bertram, IA
Elizabeth Stoner 
Cameron’97*
 Holt, MI
Henry Carleton’42*
 Los Angeles, CA
Jane Suchomel Carlson’71
 Indianola, IA
Betty Dostel Carney’53
 Cedar Rapids, IA
Warren Carney’52
 Cedar Rapids, IA
Tom Childs’63*
 Burlington, WA
James Clark’59*
 Mesa, AZ
Jim Clark’62
 Mesa, AZ
Louise Dvorak Clark’41
 Lisbon, IA
Richard Clark’58
 Las Vegas, NV
Barbara Jo Pence Conn’56*
 Laurel, MD
Donald Cosgrove’87
 Eagle River, AK
Diana Pringle Croft’46*
 Tallahassee, FL
James Croft’47*
 Tallahassee, FL
Kathryn Petrick Crowley’78
 Cherry Valley, IL
Betty June Hedges 
Current’42
 Burlington, IA
Don Current’41
 Burlington, IA
Amanda Dake’98
 Mount Vernon, IA
Robert Davis’68*
 Mechanicsville, IA
David Dean’48*
 Edmond, OK
Howard DeCamp’51*
 Lombard, IL

Dennis Drahos’59*
 Bertram, IA
Paul Drahos’53*
 Cedar Rapids, IA
Ian Dye’01
 Mount Vernon, IA
Shauna Applebee Dye’01
 Mount Vernon, IA
Larry Edwards’54
 Cedar Rapids, IA
Fae Sparks Edwards’54
 Cedar Rapids, IA
Richard Edwards’47 (d)
Jeremy Elliott’89*
 Mount Vernon, IA
Lloyd Ellison’37*
 Springfield, MO
David Ennis’56*
 Jamesville, VA
Patricia Bolton 
Erlenbaugh’61*
 Simpsonville,SC
Ernie Farris’62*
 Anamosa, IA
Jane Costello Fink’59*
 Anamosa, IA
Dorothy Beach Fisher’38*
 Aiken, SC
Susan Mounts Fisher’65
 Mount Vernon, IA
Marlene Mallie Ford’54*
 Fairfax, IA
Edward Fordyce’59*
 Mount Vernon, IA
Karen Kaliban Fox’63
 Marion, IA
Mary Reilly Freese’61
 Cedar Rapids, IA
Alexis Stine Gallegos’92
 Seattle, WA
Marianne Hansen 
Garrigan’67*
 Thompsons Stn, TN
Richard Glattley’59
 Willow River, MN
Christine Hodge 
Gochenover’62*
 Cedar Rapids, IA
Shauna Arenas Graybill’90 
 Hiawatha, IA
Stanley Grant’49*
 Deer Park, WA
Deanna Parish Gray’91
 Indianola, IA
Michele Meyer Grudzinski’92
 Anamosa, IA
Jim Gunn’46* 
 Mount Vernon, IA
John Gunn’67*
 Jacksonville, AR
Cynthia Deskin Halbmaier’78*
 Albia, IA
Ann Young Hale’47
 Cedar Rapids, IA
Jamie Hampton’91*
 Mount Vernon, IA
JennyKaye Moore 
Hampton’91*
 Mount Vernon, IA
Cheryl Allard Harger’80
 State Center, IA
Marilyn Schnittjer Hayes’63
 Mount Vernon, IA
Brooke Levson Helzer’92
 Knoxville, TN
Lorrie Foster Henderson’47*
 Austin, TX

Deborah Lenz Hicks’63*
 San Jose, CA
George Hill’49*
 West Orange, NJ
Jane Hill’86
 Stillwater, MN
Tim Hill’88*
 Grayslake, IL
Susan Dye Hodin’60
 Arvada, CO
Helen Blue Holder’61*
 Austin, MN
Francis Hoodmaker’47
 Fort Collins, CO
Janis Glattly Hoover’58
 Poughkeepsie, NY
Bill Horton’62*
 Trophy Club, TX
Joy Buchmeyer Howe’84
 Eau Claire, WI
Marie Russell Hruby’54
 Oxford, IA
Paul Hufford’80*
 Shawnee, KS
Barb Neal Hutchins’57
 Marion, IA
Barbara Clark Ingersoll’63
 Precott Valley, AZ
Christopher Ipsan’71
 Driftwood, TX
Shawn McGowan 
Janssen’89*
 Cedar Rapids, IA
Bill Jilovec’59*
 Mechanicsville, IA
Don Jilovec’61*
 Mechanicsville, IA
Mary Ann Bohren Jilovec’62*
 Mechanicsville, IA
Robert Jilovec’64*
 Mechanicsville, IA
Sarah Miller Johnson’87
 St. Paul, MN
Dennis Jordan’’87
 Marion, IA
Joy Jordan’87*
 Appleton, WI
Debra Schmidt Judge’86
 Maquon, WI
Florence Klinsky Kadlec’49
 Cedar Rapids, IA
Susan Albright Kehrli’53*
 Manchester, IA
Sara Kendall’78*
 Cedar Rapids, IA
Paul Kent’57*
 Vicksburg, MS
Julie Thompson Kerhulas’67
 Santa Maria, CA
Kathy Studt King’66
 Bella Vista, AR
Alvin Klouda’48*
 Moline, IL
Michael Langer’85
 Iowa City, IA
June Longerbeam Kessler’44
 Sterling, CO
Courtney Kintzel’11
 Mount Vernon, IA
JoAnn Zinkula Kintzel’83
 Mount Vernon, IA
Shelby Kintzel’09
 Mount Vernon, IA
Harold Klinsky’47
 Marion, IA
Mildred Fisher Knight’43
 Aiken, SC

Gary Knutsen’65*
 Naples, FL
John Koch’44
 Cedar Rapids, IA
Karol Koppenhaver’74*
 Anamosa, IA
Susan Ellison Kowalczyk’X*
 Downers Grove, IL
Larry Kramer’58*
 Marion, IA
Gloria Herboldsheimer 
Krob’63*
 Lisbon, IA
Norma Bartosh Kubichek’44
 Mount Vernon, IA
Joy Koehn Kuntz’76 
 Martelle, IA
Mary Lambertsen’42
 Cedar Rapids, IA
Frances Bensmiller 
Lanning’60*
 Nevada, IA
Kurt Larsen’71
 Ankeny, IA
Jean Larsen’71
 Ankeny, IA
Kathleen Morrissey 
Layden’60*
 Cedar Rapids, IA
Diana Kafer LaVoi’64*
 Apple Valley, MN
Tyler Leeper’03
 Minneapolis, MN
Todd Lehr’88*
 Redwood Estates, CA
Bill Lenz’52
 St. Mary’s, GA
Brian Lewis’94*
 Marion, IA
Lisa Lewis’83*
 Mount Vernon, IA
Ruth Conmey Lilley’31*
 Iowa City, IA
Kay Jilovec Lind’55*
 Marion, IA
Jean Pavelka Litts’53*
 Mount Vernon, IA
Dennis Lnenicka’65*
 West Olive, MI
Joyce Olmstead Lucas’57*
 Central City, IA
Linda Kuntz Luckritz’81
 Richland, MO
Kathy Klinsky Mallie’77
 Lisbon, IA 
Janice Lowe Majors’57
 Mount Vernon, IA
Karen Jilovec Martin’57*
 Mount Vernon, IA
John Maxson’59*
 Wheatland, WY
Joyce Miller Maxwell’64*
 Central City, IA
Denise Jilovec McAfee’77*
 Des Moines, IA
Denise Dykhuizen 
McDaniel’79*
 Columbia, MO
Lucas McDermott’95
 Melbourne, FL
Teresa Berner McDermott’94
 Melbourne, FL
Rita Pospisil McGinnis’70 (d)
Richard McKeen’51*
 Iowa City, IA
Terry Meeks’67*
 Advance, NC
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Betty Stoneking Meyer’41
 Mount Vernon, IA
Miles Meyer’74*
 Madison, WI
Jennifer Mick’00
 Berkeley, CA
Rachel Yeisley Miller’54*
 Fairfax Station, VA
Richard Miner’61*
 Incline Village, NV
Don Minnick’41
 Albany, OR
Caitlin Stoner Mogbana’96*
 Allen, TX
Babs Beckhelm Moore’53*
 Mount Vernon, IA
Dick Moore’52**
 Mount Vernon, IA
Barry Morrissey’53
 Marion, IA
Kay Mullen Morrissey’55
 Monson, MA
Nancy Pisarik Mulder’59
 Grand Rapids, MI
Elaine Mulherin’57*
 San Antonio Hts, CA
Mary Mulherin’38
 Mount Vernon, IA
Barbara Williams Mulligan’61*
 Marion, IA
Carmen Neal Musser’63*
 Riverside, IA
David Neal’60*
 Davenport, IA
Steve Neal’66*
 Mount Vernon, IA
Richard Nelson’51*
 Newport, RI
Richard Netolicky’50
 Ely, IA
Noel Neuenswander’53
 Moline, IL 
Ron Nezerka’58*
 Cedar Rapids, IA
Randy Oakley’90
 Davenport, IA
Sharon O’Hara’62*
 Oconomowoc, WI
Roxanna Franks Onstott’68*
 Mount Vernon, IA
Dani Akers Ortmann’88*
 Forsythe, IL
Marilyn Woods Overman’45
 Mount Vernon, IA
Terri Overman’79
 Cedar Rapids, IA
Pamela Ellison Owen’66*
 Lake Ridge, VA
Karen Edwards Packer’68*
 Petersburg, VA
Dorothy Winey Parsons’47
 Bettendorf, IA
Sarah Rife Patten’93*
 Mount Vernon, IA
Deborah Capaccioli Paul’76*
 The Woodlands, TX
Ann Vislisel Pavik’52
 Granite Bay, CA
Helen Peet’37*
 Mechanicsville, IA
John Pence’54
 Fairfax City, VA
Judy Caldwell Penn’60
 Cedar Rapids, IA
Payson Peterson’77
 Avondale, CO
Scott Peterson’71
 Mount Vernon, IA

Larry Petrick’62*
 Fairfax, IA
Cheri Butterbaugh 
Pickard’80*
 Middleburg, FL
Dennis Pisarik’62
 Mechanicsville, IA
Francis Pisarik’63
 Kenosha, WI
Terese Pisarik’65
 Mount Vernon, IA
Dennis Pitlik’71*
 Mount Vernon, IA
Francis Pitlik’48*
 Cedar Rapids, IA
Kathleen ‘Sis’ Woods 
Pitlik’47*(d)
Linda Royer Pitlik’75*
 Mount Vernon, IA
Marty Pitlik’63*
 Rockwall, TX
Merrill Pitlik’40
 Cedar Rapids, IA
Jared Pospisil’94
 LaPorte City, IA
John Pospisil’66
 Mount Vernon, IA
Cynthia Buresh Prewitt’66*
 Eden Prairie, MN
Jane Hill Primoli’86*
 Stillwater, MN
Lisa Addis Proehl’82*
 Bellevue, WA
Jenifer Chadek Prowant’74*
 Robins, IA
Vance Rahn’66*
 Anderson, SC
Anne DuVal Rehfuss’68
 Roswell, GA
Christabel Kramer Rhoads’55
 Falmouth, MA
Gail Yeisley Rhodes’58*
 Clive, IA
James Rife’65*
 Elburn, Il
Jerry Ringer’55*
 Bloomington, IL
Larry Ringer’55*
 College Station, TX
Kevin Rogers’81*
 West Branch, IA
Scott Rose’93
 Mount Vernon, IA
John Royer’80*
 Boise, ID
Marcia Russell’89*
 Platteville, WI
Sheri Russell’82*
 Mount Vernon, IA
David Ryan’85*
 Mount Vernon, IA
Steve Sargent’77*
 York, PA
Patricia Young Schloss’51
 Cedar Rapids, IA
Helen Sproston Schneider’58
 Center Point, IA
Marilyn Dean Schnittjer’58
 Mount Vernon, IA
Roger Schnittjer’56
 Mount Vernon, IA
Lance Schoff’83*
 Libertyville, IL
Phyllis Connell Schump’45
 Iowa City, IA
Mary Bowman Seidler’57*
 Des Moines, IA

Michael Seiler’67*
 Bonita, CA
Courtney Downey Sheets’08*
 Cedar Rapids, IA
Rod Sherman’86
 Ely, IA
Patricia Cribbs Sindt’74*
 Story City, IA
Marie Sippola’59*
 Cedar Rapids, IA
Ed Slach’74*
 Iowa City, IA
Jude Smith’81*
 Scottsdale, AZ
Leona Reyhons Smith’56*
 Mount Vernon, IA
David Sparks’58
 Ankeny, IA
Shirley Andrews Sparks’59
 Ankeny, IA
Dan Spellerberg’91*
 Mount Vernon, IA
Jeffery Spencer’78* 
 San Antonio, TX
Jack Stanton’49*
 Dewey, AZ
Kathy Staskal-H
 Mount Vernon, IA
Luke Staskal’00
 Charleston, WV
Judith Kohl Steiner’57*
 Kingwood, TX
Richard Steiner’54*
 Kingwood, TX
Marilyn Longerbeam 
Steinocher’45
 Rogers, AR
Nargi Rayman Steinbrech’55*
 Solon, IA
Matthew Stewart’96
 Marion, IA
Teresa Duppong Stewart’96
 Marion, IA
John Studt’54
 Bentonville, AR
Connie Benischek Stick’65*
 The Woodlands, TX
Morgan Stine’96
 Los Angeles, CA
Megan Stine’99
 Seattle, WA
Lyman Stoneking’64*
 Ames, IA
David Stoner’68*
 Mount Vernon, IA
Helen Dvorak Stoner’46*
 Amana, IA
Jo Ann Thomson Stoner’70*
 Mount Vernon, IA
Jon Stoner’04*
 Mount Vernon, IA
Alice Stoner’07*
 Mount Vernon, IA
Joseph Studt’64
 Hiawatha, IA
Jon Swanberg’59* (d)
Robert Thompson’46
 Calabasas, CA
Dave Thomson’55
 Canon City, C O
Ron Thuerauf’77*
 Lisbon, IA
Jennifer Spencer 
Toriggino’85*
 Denver, CO
Ellen Soukup Townsen’81*
 Vancouver, WA

DONATIONS
Thank you to the following individuals 

who have given donations to the 
Association, either in addition to their 
support/dues, in memory of someone, 
or as a gift to to help the Association. 

United Fire Group in honor of
     Hall of Fame Award
     Winner John Rife
Dennis Akers’64 
Steve Becicka’61
Lindsey Borg’83
Richard Bowman’58
Ben Brannaman’05
George Brown’53
Chris Rilett Bullis’70
Jim Clark’62
Diana Pringle Croft’46
James Croft’47
Larry Edwards’54
Fae Sparks Edwards’54
Karen Kaliban Fox’63
Deanna Parish Gray’91
Jane Hill’86
Bill Horton’62
Gary Knutsen’65
Kurt and Jean Larsen’71
Bill Lenz’52
Don Minnick’41
Kay Mullen Morrissey’55
David Neal’60
Richard Nelson’51*
Marilyn Woods Overman’45
Linda Royer Pitlik’75
Jared Pospisil’94
John Rife’60
Jerry Ringer’55
David Ryan’85
Jude Smith’81
Nargi Rayman Steinbrech’55
Helen Dvorak Stoner’46
David Van Metre’55
Pauline Doubenmier Wagaman’44
In memory of the deceased of 
the class of 1947
 Bob’47 and Mary Zinkula
In memory of Ruth Uthoff Kocher’46
 Margaret Reilly’46
 Helen Stoner’46
In memory of Esther Dvorak 
Wilson’42
 Helen Stoner’46
In memory of Sis Pitlik’47
 Barb Neal Hutchins’57
 Susan Fisher’65
 Joyce Loomis
 Helen Stoner’46
 Jim’46 and Mary Gunn
 Kathy Staskal
 Denise Jilovec McAfee
In memory of Jean Stoner’37
 Barb Russell
 Kathy Staskal
In memory of Marie Kuntz’35
 Susan Fisher’65
 Kathy Staskal
In memory of Steve Horton’68
 Susan Fisher’65
In memory of Jean Trego Smith’46
 Margaret Reilly’46
In memory of Art Meyer’40
 Betty Stoneking Meyer’41
In memory of Laura Neal 
Armstrong’32
 Austin Armstrong’33
In memory of Albert Fisher’34, 
Dorothy Fisher Tennant’36, Robert 
Fisher’37, Howard Fisher’39
 Mildred Fisher Knight’43
 Marion Fisher Tillett’41
In memory of Pauline Lincoln 
Masunaya’57
 Class of 1957

Frances Keeler Tragle’33
 Mount Juliet, TN
Ruth Thompson Trostle’51*
 Calabasas, CA
Gwen Smyth Turnbull’44
 Greenbelt, MD
Kim Zangger Tucker’94
 Cedar Rapids, IA
David Van Metre’55*
 Omaha, NE
Pauline Doubenmier 
Wagaman’44
 Lisbon, IA
Rob Wagner’82
 Hampstead, NC
Donald Walton’42*
 Mount Vernon, IA
Douglas Ware’70*
 San  Francisco, CA
Dawn Washburn’02*
 Mount Vernon, IA
Lisa Squiers White’88
 Mount Vernon, IA
Becky Thumm Whitman’77
 Mount Vernon, IA
Kevin Whitman’76
 Mount Vernon, IA
Wiladene Hoggard 
Willming’50*
 San Antonio, TX
Esther Dvorak Wilson’42*
 Sun City West, AZ
Jenna Wiebel 
Wischmeyer’91*
 Mount Vernon, IA
David Wolfe’50*
 Los Angeles, CA
Elizabeth Pospisil Wolfe’45*
 Mount Vernon, IA
John Wolfe’44*
 Mount Vernon, IA
Douglas Wolrab’56*
 Cedar Rapids, IA
Judy Berends Workman’65*
 Cedar Rapids, IA
David Wyatt’70*
 Omaha, NE
Bill Yeisley’52
 Cedar Rapids, IA
Josh Yoder’95*
 Central City, IA
John Young’52
 Cedar Rapids, IA
Danny Zangger’99
 Los Angeles, CA
Millicent Hoggard 
Zenishek’47*
 Mechanicsville, IA
Diane Zinkula’72
 Cedar Rapids, IA
LeAnn Zinkula’81
 Tampa, FL
Ray Zinkula’45
 Cedar Rapids, IA

THANK YOU
 to these friends who 
support the Alumni 

Association

Rebecca Bunting  
Audrey Christenson 
Sherlee Peterson 
Barb Russell 
James Shutt* 
Judy Stine
Don Stine
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■ JOHN BROULIK’76

The Mount Vernon wrestling community 
honored the late John Broulik and his 
family at the Mustangs’ final home meet 
of the year Thursday, Jan. 19. Broulik 
died March 8, 2008, after a battle 
with cancer. He was Mount Vernon’s 
first state wrestling champ, earning the 
Class 2A title in 1976 at 138 pounds. 
His family honored him by donating 
funds to completely rehab two wrestling 
mats. The Mount Vernon Wrestling Club 
honored him with a plaque that will be 
permanently placed in the wrestling 
room at the High School.

Mount Vernon Wrestling Club leader 
Dave Ryan’85 pointed out that all three 
of the Broulik brothers - John’76, Rob-
ert’74 and Dan’77 - were multiple state 
placewinners.  Ryan says“It’s so impres-
sive that the family thought enough of 
their experience with Mount Vernon 
wrestling that they decided to do this.” 

Editor’s Note: See complete article in the 
Sun, ‘First Mount Vernon state champ 
honored with mats, plaque’ January 20, 
2012 by Jake Krob

We hope you enjoy these articles about three 
alums who have been honored by 

‘in memory’ gifts to the Foundation by their 
family and friends over the past year. 

these gifts are helping and will continue 
to help students of the Mount Vernon 

Community School district. 

■ REID HANLEY’64

John has been honored by family 
donations given to improve High School 

wrestling mats.

Reid has been honored by the 
development of a scholarship in his name.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO ALUMS --- AND HELPING   STUDENTS TOO

Often described as a “big city sports 
reporter with small-town sensibility,” the 
passion Reid Hanley shared throughout 
his life evolved from his lifelong love for 
Mount Vernon. Reid embodied sensibil-
ity, humility and generosity in a unique 
combination that left a legacy among his 
friends, peers, professionals and follow-
ers.

“Last fall, my all-time best friend Reid 
Hanley passed away,” explains Dr. Gary 
Knutsen ’65, “Reid was never one to talk 
much about his good deeds, but at his 
memorial service a long list of lives Reid 
touched and helped became apparent.” 
According to Reid’s former colleagues 
at the Chicago Tribune, there was 
“nothing [Reid] liked better than a great 
story about an off-the-radar athlete he 
felt demanded attention.” Reid would 
champion the unknown with the same 
enthusiasm no matter the level of athletic 
achievement.  

“What Reid did for so many is truly re-
markable,” states Knutsen. “Standing at 
his grave site, I made a personal commit-
ment to start a memorial scholarship fund 
in Reid’s honor to establish a mechanism 
to provide assistance to aspiring young 
Mustang journalists and sportswriters de-
siring to become the next Reid Hanley.”

This decision to honor the legacy of Reid 
Hanley led Dr. Knutsen and his wife Gail 
to contact the Mount Vernon Community 
School District Foundation for assistance 
in establishing a memorial scholarship 
fund. New this year, the scholarship will 
help Haleigh Ehmsen further her educa-
tion by pursuing Journalism as well as 
literature at St. Mary’s College at Notre 
Dame in Indiana. Setting up a memorial 
scholarship fund is a significant way to 
pay tribute to someone because it can 

Pictured at Homecoming 2008 are from left: Reid, 
classmates Dennis Akers and Ray Stoner, and 
Gail and Gary Knutsen’65

Pictured from left are: Larry Straw, the former 
Mustang coach who coached Broulik; 
John’s mother, Geraldine Broulik; John’s brother, 
Robert Broulik; John’s son, John Wesley; John’s 
brother, Dan Broulik; and Dave Ryan of the 
Mount Vernon wrestling club.

SHEPLEY 
PHARMACY

113 1st Street East 
in Mount Vernon
319-895-6248

www.shepleypharmacy.com
Alan M. Shepley  

Our pharmacists offer 
professional care...
Our store offers variety...
Our prices are 
affordable

Hallmark Care Center
Cherry Ridge Independent & Assisted Living

215 Hwy 30 West • Mount Vernon, IA 52314
(319) 895-8891 • www.abcmcorp.com

• 24-Hour Skilled Nursing
• Rehab to Home
• Independent & Assisted Living
• Hospice Care
• Respite Care
• Out Patient Therapy
• Medicare / Medicaid

Funky Hot Spot
Jewelry Toys   Books
Clothing      Accessories

Gifts for ALL

Main Street, Mount Vernon
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mvfamilydentistry@gmail.com 

Class of 1989 

Class of 1996 

 Ben Pospisil, D.D.S. 
        107 First Street NE 
       Mount Vernon, Iowa 

       319-895-6490 
 

Richardson-Hanson, 
Vondracek-Hotz Agencies

Our professional insurance team 
is dedicated to serving you with 
options, which allow you to meet 

your insurance needs.  
Agents, licensed in all lines 

of insurance, provide you the 
opportunity to have one agency 

working with you to create a sound 
insurance program.

Serving alums across the midwest.
319-895-8633 

306 Hwy 1 SE Mount Vernon

JEREMY HOTZ, Agent, and 1999 alum
jhotz@midwestins.com

River Livin’ ...
Good food, good friends

good memories      
 open daily - find our menu at

www.sutliffbridge.com
319-624-2204

319-895-6490

Maggie Ellison’s roots ran deep in 
Mount Vernon. And her influence on 
others meant many chose to continue to 
grow here, too. Ellison, a 1962 alum 
and retired Mount Vernon High School 
English teacher, drama director and 
speech coach, died Wednesday, Dec. 
7, 2011, at the age of 67. She is being 
remembered as a tireless worker who 
had a significant impact on countless 
people - most of them students - in her 
25 years of teaching and beyond. And 
for many, a direct connection can be 
made between Ellison and the reason 
they made this community their home.

“She was from Mount Vernon, she lived 
in Mount Vernon, she raised her family 
in Mount Vernon,” said Grant Free-
man’06 who’s among those who were 
deeply influenced by Ellison. “She loved 
it here.” Freeman chose his career path 
in large part because of Ellison. “She’s 
100 percent of the reason,” Freeman 
said of why he studied theater in col-
lege, and why he’s returned to his home-
town and serves as the current MVHS 
speech coach.

Donna Jacob, a retired MVHS English 
teacher, worked next door to Ellison 
during their teaching careers. Jacob said 
Ellison likely became interested in teach-
ing because of her own MVHS teacher, 
Gladys Rife. And Ellison, Jacob said, 
“passed it on.” Ellison taught English 10 

■ MARGARET ‘MAGGIE’ QUINN ELLISON’62

Maggie has been honored by the 
development of a scholarship in her name.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO ALUMS --- AND HELPING   STUDENTS TOO

to sophomores at MVHS. Jacob said she 
“was a very caring teacher - she recog-
nized the needs of each student.” That 
extended to her leadership of plays and 
speech teams. Jacob said that regard-
less of the long day in her classroom, 
Ellison continued her time at school by 
coaching individuals and groups in 
speech, or by directing a play. “She 
was a coach ahead of her time,” Jacob 
said. Jacob said Ellison’s “blocking and 
staging were beautiful.” When it came 
to speech, Jacob said, Ellison made sure 
that “no student went to contest unpre-
pared.” “She had a natural gift,” said 
Jacob, who considered Ellison a dear 
friend. That gift influenced dozens of 
students, many who went on to continue 
in theater.

As a result Maggie’s family and friends 
established a memorial scholarship. The 
first scholarship was given this year to 
senior Annabeth Lucas who is going to 
study theater arts at Goucher College in 
Baltimore.

Editor’s Note: See complete article in the 
Sun, ‘Teacher, coach, director remem-
bered for natural gift’ December 16, 
2011 by Jake Krob

have a positive impact on many lives far into the future.

This special combination of wishing to honor the legacy of Reid’s philosophy lends 
itself to the significance of creating a memorial scholarship.  “We are honored Gary 
and his wife Gail asked the Mount Vernon Community School District Foundation to 
be part of this tribute to Reid Hanley,” states Foundation Director Bethany Campbell 
Tvedt. “What better way to honor Reid’s philosophy of championing a person than to 
create a scholarship fund to lift the recipient into their educational career.  It’s a great 
fit!”

“Gail and I so very much want Reid’s love for Mount Vernon, as well as his journal-
istic integrity and enthusiasm for life to be remembered by all and respected by the 
recipients of this award,” Gary states.  “It will be a delight to see the recipients of this 
award proceed with their journalism careers.”

Any chance we could get 50% of our alums to 
support the Alumni Association? See back cover

YES

I’m a 50
 

perce
nter!



F      O      U      N      D      A      T       I      O      N

BUSINESS 
ENDOWMENTS 

thank you to the following area businesses 
who responded to our Business Endowment 
Campaign 

Mustang Donor
Mount Vernon Bank & trust Company 
Maroon & White Donors 
Big Creek Market 
dr. douglas Easker, ddS 
investment Centers of america, Mount 

Vernon
Koppenhaver & associates 
Mount Vernon ace Hardware 
Mount Vernon Eye Clinic 
Mt. Vernon insurance     
Mount Vernon VeterinaryClinic
Shepley Pharmacy 
St. luke’s iowa Health System, Mount 

Vernon
the Sun 
transformation Fitness 

GIFTS TO THE  FOUNDATION
Thank you to alumni and community members who have contributed to the Foundation 
from 4-21-2011 to 4-20-2012 and during the Fall 2011 Campaign and throughout the year 

The Mount Vernon Community School District Foundation is a charitable non-profit organization that partners with 
alumni, businesses, parents, and friends of the Mount Vernon community to support a higher level of educational excellence 

and opportunities to prepare Mount Vernon School students for the challenges of global opportunities. 
The Foundation receives tax-deductible contributions to support the programs of the Mount Vernon Community School District. 

The Levels Of Contribution recognized  here are:
Major Gifts $15,000+      Founding Donors $10,000+    Leading Donors $5,000+ 

Mustang Donors $1,000+      Maroon and White Donors up to $1,000 

 GENERAL FUND
 DONORS  
CORPORATE MATCHES 
alliant Energy Foundation Matching Gift 

Program on behalf of  Kari Gehrke for 
WEtaP

alliant Energy Foundation Matching Gift 
Program on behalf of  Mike Cranston 

alliant Energy Foundation Matching Gift 
Program on behalf of  david Kutcher

alliant Energy Foundation Matching Gift 
Program on behalf of Jenna Wiebel 
Wischmeyer’91

alliant Energy Foundation Matching Gift 
Program on behalf of  Jenna Wiebel 
Wischmeyer’91 for MVFaa

Coca Cola Foundation Matching Gift 
Program on behalf of  Elizabeth 
Hufford’84 

H.J. Heinz Company Foundation Matching 
Gift Program on behalf of  Steve 
Maddocks for ES Batting Cages -softball

 
BUSINESS DONATIONS 
Hills Bank & trust Company, Classroom Cash 

program
H.J. Heinz Company Foundation, in honor 

of Steve Maddocks, Heinz HElPS 
volunteerism grant, for Booster Club

H.J. Heinz Company Foundation, in honor 
of Steve Maddocks, Heinz HElPS 
volunteerism grant, for baseball field

intermec Foundation, Chris lyon for 
robotics program

intermec Foundation, Chris lyon
intermec Foundation, Chris lyon for MVFaa
Mount Vernon Bank & trust Company in 

honor of dick Peters 
Simmons Perrine PlC on behalf of Paul 

Morf’90
united Fire Group, randy ramlo, in 

honor of John rife’60, 2011 alumni 
achievement Winner

 
INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS
Mustang Donors
John’60 and thelma rife 
Mary Bowman Seidler’57, Seidler 

Foundation 
Jo Wilch  

Maroon & White Donors 
trina russell allen’84 in memory of donald 

E. russell’51
austin armstrong’33 in memory of laura 

neal armstrong‘32
Sue Studt Barrett ‘82
Brian’77 and Stephanie Barthel 
Jason’90 and Brittany Kaalberg’90 Booth 
lindsey Borg’83 
William’57 and Myrt Clark’54 Bowers 
richard’58 and terri Bowman 
robert Bowman’58 
George Brown’53 in honor of Becky 

livermore’53
James Chadek’66 
amanda Colehour’81 in honor of Kevin 

rogers’81
lori and Michael Cranston in honor of Gina 

Becthold
C. J. Bud druger‘45
douglas and Cynthia Easker 
Jane Costello Fink’59 
Kent Ford’85 in memory of Peggy 

Chappell’61
Ed’59 and Karen Fordyce 
richard Fordyce’65 
deb and dick George 
richard Glattly’59 
Charles Halsey in memory of dot 

Humphries, Craig Keast, terryl Pasker
Sandi Erenberger Hanna’67 in memory of 

lyle‘64 and aaron Hanna‘99
treva Moore Heiser’50 in memory of 

thomas Moore
Shirley Pospisil Heiserman’56 
larry’76 and Marilyn Hess 
George Hill’49 
andrea Miller Hobson’97 
randy Hoidahl’61 in memory of don 

Hipple, Chet Wallace, Ken Smykil, 
Earl Bensmiller’61, diane Goldsmith 
Harmon’61

donna Hotz in memory of Matt Hotz‘92
ron and amy Jackson 
duane’93 and leighann laPointe’94 

Jordan 
Jim’50 and Carol Croft’51 Kent 
don ‘Skipp’ Killen’47 in honor of 
 Class of 1947

did we somehow miss your name?
Please let us know

by calling 319-895-8845 or email 
MVFoundation

@mountvernon.k12.ia.us

Your Foundation Gift...
your legacy to

Mount Vernon Schools

Foundation Director 
Bethany Campbell 
Tvedt
When you contact the Foundation, 
most likely you’ll be talking with 
Bethany Campbell tvedt who 
is the Foundation’s director. 
if you have questions about 
how to make a donation, how 

to earmark it for a scholarship or another 
project like the above Excellence in Education 
Grants, or anything you might like to discuss, 
you can reach Bethany at 319-895-8845 or 
MVFoundation@mountvernon.k12.ia.us.

if you would like to make a tax deductible 
donation to the Foundation you can do so 
online at www.mountvernon.k12.ia.us, 

click on Foundation,
or by mail to Foundation, 

525 Palisades rd SW, Mount Vernon, ia 52314

Jody Kolker and Sandra Kolker 
Susan Ellison Kowalczyk’63 
Brian and Melinda Kranig 
Susan albright Kehrli’53 in memory of 

Howard and Carmen Kamberling
david and Jo Kutcher 
Bill litts’43
William Macaulay’54 in memory of douglas 

Macaulay’60
John McCullough’51 in honor of Class of 

1951
Marsha Siggins McWhinney’70 in memory of 

Joan rhoads Siggins’45
Paul’90 and Jennifer Morf 
John Pence ‘54
ted Pence’60 
Bonnie Pisarik’71, dennis and nancy 

Pisarik’59 Mulder in memory of Virgil 
Crofter’38

Bennie and Vi Pospisil 
Cindy Buresh Prewitt’66
Jennifer Chadek Prowant’74 
Craig and Catherine Quehl-Engel 
John’60 and thelma rife 
larry’55 and Jean ringer 
neil and lisa rud 
dave’85 and Heidi ryan in honor of ruth 

Michaud
Mike and Shirley ryan 
Mark Sargent’74 
Craig and Jean Smith 
Virgil r. Smith 
Colin and Mary Squiers
Hans and denae Steine 
Matthew’96 and teresa duppong’96 Stewart 
ray’64 and ann Stoner in memory of Sis 

Woods Pitlik’47, Steve Horton’68, lyle 
Hanna’64

ray’64 and ann Stoner in memory of Marie 
Zinkula Kuntz’35

Betty tuberty in memory of robert tuberty
Gwen Smyth turnbull’44 
Jennifer Wilkinson Volesky’92 
Jeff Walberg and Kara Beauchamp 
Peter Wilch’90 
Kirk and Jenna Wiebel’91 Wischmeyer 
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INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS 

tO tHE FOundatiOn WitH 
rEStriCtiOnS 

Leading Donor 
anonymous for ES gym batting cages 
Mustang Donors
Helen Clayton-Mayo for ES-HS Health office
Mount Vernon Baseball Club for ES gym 

batting cages 
MCid - Mechanical Contractors industry 

development, dennis drahos’59, in 
memory of david Spellerberg’89, for 
Spellerberg trophy Case

Paul’90 and Jennifer Morf for Elementary 
School landscaping 

Maroon & White Donors 
Hills Bank & trust Company for Electric Car 

Program
Jason’90 and Brittany Kaalberg’90 Booth 

for Kids in need Fund
Virginia roudabush for Elementary School 

landscaping
St. John’s Catholic Church for Kids in need
twin City Bloomers for 7th Grade Science
tom and Vicky Wieseler for Elementary 

School landscaping 
FOR MS SCIENCE 

OLYMPIAD PROGRAM 
Maroon & White Donors 
arlyce Feist 
Sargent & Fortmann llP
Hills Bank & trust Company
deanna and andrew Mlynarczyk 
Mount Vernon Veterinary Clinic, larry 

Poduska
iowa Physical therapy, Mount Vernon 
Shepley Pharmacy 
dan and Shelia deininger 
Mary Pitlik  and linda royer Pitlik’75  
FOR BOOSTER CLUB 

PROGRAMS 
Maroon & White Donors  
Steve and lisa Maddocks

FOR WASHINGTON 
ELEMENTARY WETAP  

Maroon & White Donors 
Paul’90 and Jennifer Morf 

FOR MV FINE ARTS 
ASSOC. & PROGRAMS 

Mustang Donor
Chris lyon   
Maroon & White Donors 
Paul’90 and Jennifer Morf 
abbi Swanson and Paul robinson 
Barbara Vig 

FOR HIGH SCHOOL 
ROBOTICS PROGRAM 

Maroon & White Donors 
Hills Bank & trust Company
Marilyn Jones 
Chris lyon

FOR THERAPY DOG 
ACQUISITION  

Mustang Donors
Greater Cedar rapids Foundation 
Steve and Susan Maurice
the Maurice Foundation 

Maroon & White Donors  
Craig arians 
Mike and ruth Clark 
Michael and Barbara Connolly 
Heritage days Organization 
Paul’90 and Jennifer Morf 
Craig and Catherine Quehl-Engel 
ryan and nicole rentschler t  
FOR HS EXTENDED 

LEARNING FUND  
Maroon & White Donors 
thomas and Bonnie Bootsmiller 
debra and richard Herrmann 
John and Jana Klein 
Maddy Marshall 
Clifford and Barb  neal 
Paul and Kristin reimann 
Kathy and Mike rice 
Marci Schmatt 
Kevin and Kim Steele 
Karen thornton 
John and Karen Miller’74 thornton 
todd and lisa Squiers’88 White 
Steve and Mary young 
terry and Beth younggreen 

IN MEMORY OF LINDA 
HALSEY  

Maroon & White Donors  
Beth Widstrom anderson  
rob and Jaimie Hanson 
Glen and Janet Helble 
Ed and Sharon Hill 
Beth Hufford’84 
Cathy Hufford’83
Brad and amy Jodarski 
Joann Zinkula Kintzel’83
ann Koppenhaver’78
Margaret and don Koppenhaver 
randall Krejci 
lMV ambulance 
Emma Miller 
darrell and Middie Morf 
Oshkosh West High School 
Jim Owara 
Ken’68 and Jane Colehour’68 Pospisil 
read Elementary School 
roger’67 and nancy rife 
Mike and Shirley ryan 
roger’56 and Marilyn dean’58 Schnittjer 
terri Schulze 
dan’70 and Cathy Humphries’69 Stoner
John Wagner 

FOR WRESTLING 
PROGRAM 

Leading Donor 
Broulik Family in memory of John 

Broulik’76 for HS wrestling matts

Maroon & White Donor
aaron and Hilarie truitt in memory of Bill 

truitt for purchase of MS Wrestling mat  
IN MEMORY OF JEAN 

MINISH STONER’37 FOR 
AUDITORIUM PROJECTS 

Mustang Donor
ray’64 and ann Stoner  
Maroon & White Donors  
robert and Jean Kuntz’64 Bowman 
noreen Bush 
denver and Carol dillard 
lisa and douglas Greif 
Charles Halsey 
debra and richard Herrmann 
international iron Workers union 
Mary ipsan 
Bob and Joann Zinkula’83 Kintzel 
richard Kohl 
Michael and Susette Kortemeyer 
Kenneth and arlene lee 
Kay Jilovec lind’55 
Joyce loomis 
dennis and terri ludwig 
Mount Vernon Bank & trust Company
Pamela Mott 
Steve neal’66 
Paul and Carrie nichols 
r. J. Onstott 
Janet Spellerberg 
Bennie and Vi Pospisil 
Kevin rogers’81 
terry trimpe 
Craig and Jean Smith 
leona reyhons Smith’56 
Vern and Kathy Staskal 
Scott and amy Weber 

IN MEMORY OF 
 KATHLEEN ‘SIS’ 

WOODS PITLIK’47 
Maroon & White Donors 
dennis’67 and darlene Hartl’69 allard 
Mary Baldwin Brannaman’49 
Joy litts Gaarde-Morton’48
Charles Halsey 
don Killen ‘47 
ann Koppenhaver’78 
Margaret and don Koppenhaver 
Janet Hess Smith’57 
Vern and Kathy Staskal 

IN MEMORY OF JACOB 
HANSON’12  

Maroon & White Donors 
rob and Jaimie Hanson 
dan’70 and Cathy Humphries’69 Stoner 

 THE GREATER
 CEDAR RAPIDS
 COMMUNITY
 FOUNDATION 
 
Maroon & White Donors  
leslie and Katrina Garner

 SCHOLARSHIPS 
 
Individual  Donors to 

Foundation Scholarships 
Hills Bank and trust Company
Mount Vernon lisbon Community 

development
Charles Halsey for Charles Halsey 

Scholarship
anonymous for teaching Creativity 

Scholarship 
 
Reid M. Hanley’64 Journalism Award 
Gary’65 and Gail Knutsen in memory of 

reid Hanley’64
 
Dave Spellerberg’89 Scholarship 
MCid - Mechanical Contractors industry 

development, dennis drahos’59
Plumbers & Steamfitters local 125, ray 

dochterman
 
Suchomel Family Scholarship 
 Suchomel Family

Rita Pospisil McGinnis ‘70 Memorial 
Scholarship 

Clara Meroshek Pospisil’42 and Memorial 
donations from Funeral

in memory from 1970 Classmates
 Elaine Hoke Blythe
 Gwen Stewart drahos
 Judy Hess Greco
 Marsha Siggins McWhinney 
 nancy Vislisel norlin
 Salley Meyer Piercy

Margaret Quinn Ellison’62 Memorial 
Scholarship Fund 

Ellison Family 
Memorial donations from Funeral 
doris ackerman 
addison and Janet ault 
Jim and Joyce Bellamy 
Guy and ann Booth 
George and Mary Briggs 
nathan’91 and Valerie Bunting 
Joel Carl and Janet Scharnberg 
donald and toni Clow 
Barbara Colehour 
adrienne Coffeen 
ted and Mary Colee 
alan Craig 
doug Hanson and Susan deibner 
Janet and denny dietrich 

COntinuEd On nEXt PaGE
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Ed’59 and Karen Fordyce 
richard Fordyce’65 
darrin and Joann Gage 
tom Garling 
Charles Halsey 
dave’66 and lana richardson’66 Hartl 
don and donna Happel 
Hiawatha Care Center 
donna Jacob 
Shawn Janssen’89 
Paul and Pam Jerabek 
Bob’63 and Mary ann Bohren’62 Jilovec 
tom and Judy lass 
raymond and Janet leeper 
Hugh and Sue lifson 
Joyce loomis 
Eldon and denise Jilovec’77 Mcafee 
Jennifer McGee 
Joyce and dick McGowan 
Jeff’89 and Monica lehner’86 Meeker
robert Meeker 
Jeffrey and Katherine Metcalf 
Brian and andrea Meyer 
Stephen and ruth Miller 
Mount Vernon Bank & trust Company
adam’97 and Charlotte Campagna’98 

Mcdermott 
Paul’90 and Jennifer Morf 
darrel and Middie Morf 
Steve neal 
ann McCutcheon niehaus’59 
Gladys Olsen 
Brian and Jennifer Olson 
roberta Parish 
Sarah Pavelka’90 and ann Pavelka 

Bright’86 
larry’62 and rozanne Petrick 
John’66 and Cindy Pospisil 
Ken’68 and Jane Colehour’68 Pospisil 
douglas randall’67 & Family 
Sarah richardson 
richard and Kate rose 
John’60 and thelma rife 
roger’67 and nancy rife
Michael and Shirley ryan 
Barbara russell and Family 
leona reyhons Smith’56 
dan Spellerberg’91 
Michael and Karen Stewart 
don and Judy Stine 
ray’64 and ann Stoner 
ronald and Gloria telecky 
Ed and Stephanie timm 
Justen and Kimberly Zangger’94 tucker 
Barbara Vig 
Stephanie West 
amy White 
Jo Wilch 
nathan and Maggie lessmeier’96 Willems 
Vincent’57 and ardyce Wolrab 
Michael’77 and Joleen Woods
terry’77 and Carol Woods’75 Boren 
Steve and Mary young 

SAVE THE FIELD CAMPAIGN
Founding Donor
Joy Kuntz ‘76 in memory of ivan Kuntz ‘76
dave’55 and Carol Van Metre 
 
Leading Donor 
Hills Bank & trust 
Stoner Family - dan’70 and Cathy 

Humphries’69 Stoner, david’68 and 
Joann thomson’70 Stoner, ray’64 and 
ann Stoner

Mustang Donors
Gary arnold’74 
nancy Smykil Berns’67 in memory of 

Kenneth Smykil
Howard deCamp‘51 
Scott and Julie Golberg 
ann Koppenhaver‘78
don and Margaret Koppenhaver 
dan Spellerberg’91 
tom & Vicky Wieseler
Kevin’76 and Becky thumm’77 Whitman 

in memory of ivan Kuntz’76 and dave 
thumm’79

terry’77 and Carol Woods’75 Boren in 
memory of ivan Kuntz ‘76 and in honor 
of Coach Jim Bellamy

Maroon & White Donors 
Paula and Steve adams 
dennis & darlene allard in memory of Sis 

Pitlik ‘47 
austin armstrong’33 in memory of laura 

neal armstrong ‘32
russell Baker’75 
larry and Beth Banwart 
Brian’77 and Stephanie Barthel 
Jim & Joyce Bellamy
C.G. Birkicht
Ed and Barb Bjork
Frank Bolton’58 
Erik Booth’93 in memory of Matt Hotz ‘92
randy Borg’76 
deb Clark Bridgewater’76 in memory of 

ivan Kuntz’76
George Brown’53 
Patricia Brown’81  
Henry Carleton’42 
Marilyn Carpenter’45 
ruth and Mike Clark in memory of ivan 

Kuntz’76
amanda dake’98 
Howard davis’48 
Bill and ruth deskin 
Janet and denny dietrich 
Justin’97 and Cara dix 
ian’01 & Shauna applebee’01 dye

Greg Encke’82 
J. david Ennis’56 
dorothy Beach Fisher’38 in memory of 

robert Fisher’37
Ed Fordyce’59 
lois Bigger Gehring’43 
Jeri Goudy
Cot Graber in memory of Mark Graber’78
Cynthia deskin Halbmaier’78 
don and donna Happel 
Warren’77 and denise Clark’79 Havill 
Marilyn’63 and John Hayes 
lorrie Foster Henderson’42 in honor of 

Carolyn neal Palmer’42
debra and richard Herrmann in memory of 

Jean Stoner’37
Sam Herrmann’09 
Jim’63 and linda Hickey in memory of 

Clarence Hickey 
George’49 and Helene Hill 
Jim Hinman’78 
Peggy neal Howard’67 
ann Hufford 
Beth “Boots” Hufford’84 
Hal’73 and Jana Hufford 
Beth Johnson 
Jerry Keleher
Jim’50 and Carol Croft’51 Kent 
Katey Kinley’86
Elizabeth Kroul’43 
Kyle ‘02 & taryn Kuntz in memory of ivan 

Kuntz ‘76
John’77 and Kaylene Kroul in memory of 

Keith Jilovec’54
Kay Jilovec lind’55 in memory of Jean 

Stoner’37
Jean Pavelka litts’53
William’46 and Miriam lodge 
Joyce loomis 
Bill ‘54 & ruth Macaulay in memory of 

douglas Macaulay’60
Kathy Mallie’77 
Janice lowe Whitman Majors’57 
John McCullough’51 
richard McKeen’51 
Marsha Siggins McWhinney’70 in memory 

of donald & Joan’45 Siggins
laVonne Meyer’94 
darrel and Middie Morf 
Paul’90 and Jennifer Morf 
Mount Vernon Bank and trust Company
david nichols’80 
Kay Kirkpatrick Osterkamp’68 
ray and Marilyn Woods’45 Overman 
Karen Edwards Packer’68 
Carolyn neal Palmer’42 
Sarah Pavelka’90 in memory of dwayne 

Pavelka’57 

Jerry Perry 
ron’75 and nancy Pisarik in memory of 

Jean Stoner’37 and dot Humphries,
Merrill Pitlik ‘40 in memory of Eddie 

Pitlik’46
Brandon’91 and tammy Berner’93 Pitlik in 

memory of Eddie Pitlik’46
doug Pitlik’69 in memory of Eddie Pitlik’46
Francis Pitlik’48 
Sis Woods Pitlik 47‘ in memory of Eddie 

Pitlik ‘46
Cindy Buresh Prewitt’66 
Jon and Joan rasmussen in honor of Coach 

Jim Bellamy
luke rasmussen’00 in honor of Jim 

Bellamy
larry’55 and Jean ringer 
Cynthia rittmer in memory of dan’06, 

Mike’09 and ryan’09 rittmer
Sandy Vislisel ruhs’80 
Brad & amy russell
dave’85 and Heidi ryan 
dan and Kay Schirm 
James and Susan Schmidt in memory of 

dave Spellerberg’89
andy and Kacey Kuntz Schmit’00 in 

memory of ivan Kuntz’76
lance’83 and Sue Schoff 
Courtney Sheets’08 
lisa Weddle Siebert’89 
Jeff Siggins’67
Janet Hess Smith’57 
leona reyhons Smith’56 in memory of 

Maggie Quinn Ellison’62
Janet Spellerberg in memory of david 

Spellerberg’89
Jean Plank Stinehour’60 
abbie Swanson & Paul robinson
dennis ties’78 
delmar and Shirley thumm in memory of 

david thumm‘79
dean traver, traver Electronics 
rob Wagner’82 
dorothy Wolfe Welsh’60 
laura Werkman’68 in memory of ivan 

Kuntz’76
douglas Ware’70 in memory of t.E. rogers
Bernie and Phyllis Brecht’55 White 
ryan’03 & tasha Whitman
Maggie lessmier Willems’96 
dave & donna Wolter
Jeanette Cochran young’71  
Millicent Hoggard Zenishek’47 in memory 

of Sis Woods Pitlik’47

Are the Alumni Association and the Foundation the SAME thing? NO
The Alumni Association was formed to coordinate all-alumni activities. Donations to the Alumni Association are used 
to support the alumni newsletter, data base, awards and Association activities.
The Foundation is a charitable non-profit organization that partners with alumni, businesses, parents, and friends 
to help support a higher level of educational excellence for students of Mount Vernon Schools. Donations to the 
Foundation are used to support the school district in ways such as student scholarships and teacher education 
grants. The Foundation financially supported the Alumni Association in its first years, and continues with financial 
support of one alumni newsletter annually.             DONATIONS TO BOTH ASSOCIATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Margaret Quinn Ellison’62 Memorial 
Scholarship Fund continued
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DISTRICT EMPLOYEE

DONATIONS
4-1-2011 through 3-31-2012

Kaimee akers
lisa alger

Kristin  anderson
Gina Becthold

Michelle Boyden
Steven Brand

Chiara Burke’78
Matt Burke

noreen Bush
Bethany Campbell tvedt

Megan Casey
Jenny Ciha

deanna Clark
Vanessa Comer
Susan deibner

Julie dye
Jacqueline Engelbrecht

Pamela Ewell
Sarah Fitzgerald

deneen Fleck
Joann Gage
lisa Greif

dennis Gross
nannette Gunn
Ken Hallinan

robert Hanson
Melissa Hauser

angelina Hawker
natalie Hayslip

Kristi Keast
Suzette Kragenbrink

Mary leopold
apra loomis
Merri lueth

Susannah Maddock
Susan Maurice

Bernie Moore
Jan Moore
lori  Moss
Patty Mote

Jo nowak-thompson
duane Orr
Kathi Orr
Joe Peters

leann Pisarik
roger Pitlik’67
Sheryl Pospisil

Marcia Purington
Jodi russell

Kacey Schmit’00
Brandy Schurbon

Brian Scott
Kathy Staskal

Kim Steele
Kim Stoner’95

Olivia Stoner’05
Sonya Sullivan’90

doug Swanson
Jolynn Swartzendruber

Ed timm
Stephanie timm

Whitney turner’00
rebecca tyrrell

Jean Wade
Krista Whitham
Vicky Wieseler
Erin Wilkinson

tom Wilkinson’86
Maggie Willems’96

Carol Woods’75
Mary young
laurie Zaiger

The MVCSD Foundation Educational Excellence grant The MVCSD 
Foundation Educational Excellence grant allowed me to purchase 
10 licenses for InDesign CS5.5, the software used by most profes-
sional magazines and newspapers for layout and design.  I utilize 
this software in many of my classes because it gives students real-
world experience. 

The main project I use InDesign for takes place in Advanced Com-
position.  We get into small groups for a three-week unit, where 
students create and publish their own newspaper.  They have the 
experience of taking digital photos, interviewing others, writing 
stories, designing a nameplate, and finally, fitting all of their work 
onto the pages of a newspaper.  They use InDesign for the layout—
the best tool for the job.  It is much less frustrating than trying to use 
a word processing program or cutting and pasting by hand, like 
we did back when I was in high school.  This year, I was worried 
because another teacher was given a section of Advanced Compo-
sition, but the only copies of InDesign we had were on the four com-
puters in my classroom.  It would have been sad for some students 
to not have the same experience because there were not enough 
copies of the software.  Purchasing these 10 copies allowed us to 
update from software that was seven years old to what is cutting 
edge, and it gave all three sections of the class an equal playing 
field.

In Publication and Design class, yearbook editor Taylor Hauser, a 
junior, was able to design our cover and endsheets using InDesign.  
This year, we are planning to have a cover with the words “What 
Defines Us…” The word “defines” will be dye-cut, and peek through 
to a photo of a group of students.  This student-designed cover will 
help our yearbook to remain student-driven and vital among our stu-
dent body.  We used to use this software to design all of our pages, 
but when Jostens no longer supported the outdated version we had, 
we moved to online layout.  Next year we will have the option of 
producing our entire book with InDesign 5.5.

We use InDesign to create our pages for The Mustang Moon, our 
student newspaper printed monthly in The Mount Vernon-Lisbon Sun.  
The student newspaper is an after-school activity. We also publish 
to our website, www.themustangmoon.com, but student journalists 
say they like the permanence of a printed paper, and it makes them 
proud for the community to see their work.  We are thankful to The 
Sun for giving us the platform, and the Foundation for giving us the 
tools we need.

In addition, I have used the software for small creative projects 
in other classes and hope to create a unit for my new class, 21st 
Century Journalistic Writing, which will be offered for the first time 
next year.  This money was spent on a tool I share with as many 
students and teachers as I possibly can, and it will be put to good 
use for years. Thank you so much to everyone who donated to the 
Foundation.

DID YOU MAKE A DONATION 
TO THE FOUNDATION?
                 THANK YOU!!!!

JoAnn Gage
-HS Journalism and Yearbook,received a 
$1094 Grant for InDesign Software

NEW SCHOLARSHIP
OPPORTUNITY 
The Mount Vernon Community School District 
Foundation has joined ranks with hundreds of other 
community organizations to form a DOLLars 
fOr sChOLars® chapter. This scholarship pro-
gram fits the Foundation’s mission to provide broad-
er educational opportunities for students, staff, 
faculty and residents of the Mount Vernon area.
     Scholarships awarded through the Mount 
Vernon Community School District Foundation will 
be able to utilize the Collegiate Partner benefit 
starting this year. Look for these opportunities, and 
additional scholarships to be made available, in 
years to come as the Foundation grows our local 
Dollars for Scholars® chapter. If interested in help-
ing, please contact any Foundation Board member 
or Foundation Director Bethany Campbell Tvedt at 
mvfoundation@mountvernon.k12.ia.us
     Extensive resources, college planning tools, 
Collegiate Partner lists and additional information 
about the Dollars for Scholars® program and Schol-
arship America is on the web at 
http://scholarshipamerica.org/dfs.php
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These are pictures of Mrs. Poduska’s students trek to Ink Pond.  
What excitement!  The poster is a completed land use map  of 
“Dragonfly Pond” and the classroom picture is of the collabora-
tion of a group in designing that land use.  We will also look 
at rainforests and students will make clay models (brilliantly 
colored) of the insect/ amphibian/plant they “discover” as 
a new species which solves a major health or environmental 
problem facing us today.

Taylor Hauser, 
yearbook editor, with 
her printed cover and 
endsheets designed 
using InDesign. 
See message from 
instructor JoAnn 
Gage on previous 
page 27.

High School ‘Fruit Fusion’ entrepreneurs

Kindergarten and 1st Grade students enjoyed learning 
‘Sound Moves’ which are fun movements associated with 
each letter sound

2nd grade students now have a variety of materials that 
offer different ways to work on spelling words and word 
families

One of the ways your donations to the Foundation work is through ‘Educational Excellence’ 
Grants. These awards are given to school district teachers to spearhead innovative projects 
aimed at helping them take education to an even higher level.  The Foundation provided 

approximately  $5,000 for nine grants during the 2011-2012 academic year. 
Recipients of the funds are:

YOUR DONATIONS WORK THROUGH 
FOUNDATION GRANTS

$390 Joe Wallace-High School Business & Entrepre-
neur Class, seed money for Fruit Fusion ‘smoothie’ 
business project
During the fall of 2011, the Entrepreneurship 
class at Mount Vernon High School ran a busi-
ness selling fruit “smoothies.”  The business was 
called Fruit Fusion, with the students developing 
the business idea, creating a business plan, and 
working through all the aspects of purchasing, 
pricing, branding, and operating it. At the end 
of four weeks of selling the drinks, the students 
had $606.60 in capital, realizing a net income 
of $216 and an overall increase in capital of 
almost 56%. 

$220 2nd Grade Team -- Allison Schnoor, Jean Wade, 
Kacey Schmit, Christina Pfab, for Daily Five Program 
work materials
The 2nd grade team decided to work towards 
implementing the Daily Five into the classrooms 
as part of the team’s Professional Learning 
Community (PLC). The Daily Five offers students 
a variety of literacy activities while teachers 
are working with other small groups on guided 
reading instruction.  Daily Five consists of five 
tasks that students work on during the literacy 
time block; activities include Read to Self, Read 
to Someone, Work on Writing, Word Work, and 
Listen to Reading.

$490 Kindergarten-1st Grade Teams, for purchase 
of ‘Making Reading Heavenly’ Curriculum & Sound 
Move Cards
Thanks in part to funding from the Founda-
tion, Kindergarten and 1st grade classrooms 
implemented the Making Reading Heavenly 
curriculum during the 2011–2012 school year.  
Students enjoyed learning ‘Sound Moves’ which 
are fun movements associated with each letter 
sound.

$1094 JoAnn Gage-HS Journalism and Yearbook, for 
InDesign Software
The MVCSD Foundation Educational Excellence 
grant allowed JoAnn Gage to purchase 10 
licenses for InDesign CS5.5, the software used 
by most professional magazines and newspa-
pers for layout and design. They use InDesign 
for layout, and use it in Advanced Composition,  
for creation of The Mustang Moon (our student 

newspaper), for small creative projects in other 
classes and she hopes to create a unit for a new 
class, 21st Century Journalistic Writing, which 
will be offered for the first time next year.  See 
note by JoAnn Gage on page at left. 

$1000 Susan Maurice-7th grade science and Mr. 
Hanson-8th grade science, for one iPad and various 
applications
An iPad in the classroom has opened doors for 
students with learning difficulties. 

$656 Katie Poduska-5th grade science, for Biomes 
Study Kit 
Incorporating materials provided by this grant, 
DVDs, books and activities about biomes, this 
unit has been an exciting addition to the 5th 
grade science curriculum.  Besides learning basic 
terms about the ecosystems on planet Earth, 
these materials have given students a window 
into planet stewardship.  

$400 Kim Steele-6th grade, for social literacy, 1 net 
book for technology learning station
Mrs. Steele wanted students to be empowered on 
a personal level, as well as a 3-6 student group-
ing level, to quest for knowledge and understand-
ing by accessing information about specific 6th 
grade social studies and social literacy topics 
though the internet.

$300 Jessica Bartelt, for K-4 special education 
behavior modification teaching materials
To support the increasing number of students in 
the elementary with behavior goals in their IEPs, 
Mrs. Bartelt requested funding for materials to 
reinforce positive social skills.  

$450 Suzette Kragenbrink-MS and HS Media Center, 
for audio book materials for Middle School and High 
School media center collections
Students often use audio versions of books to 
challenge and expand their reading ability.  The 
middle school media center added to its audio 
book collection to enrich the supplemental read-
ing and “free reading” opportunities for students.  
Audio materials added to the high school collec-
tion focus on supporting the existing curriculum 
and required reading students have; this provides 
an alternative method for students to use. 

Your Foundation Gift...
your legacy to Mount Vernon Schools
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MAY
-MS Principal Noreen Bush resigns and 

search for new principal begins
--The Iowa High School Press Associa-

tion awards ‘The Mustang Moon’ 11 
individual awards.   

-Two Mount Vernon Robotics teams and 
their robots compete at FIRST Technical 
Challenge (FTC) World Champion-
ships. Team 3549, ‘Classified’, finished 
in 19th place and Team 458, ‘Activate 
Go Initiative!’, finished 32nd.

-MS Girls 7th grade track team win 
WAMAC District and State titles

-MS Musical ‘Kokunut Keepers’
-HS Boys Track places 2nd at State
APRIL
-School taxes going down next year 7% 

from 17.72 to 18.98
-HS Musical is ‘Suessical’ 
-Archery Club earns invitation to Na-

tional Competition
-Melissa Alger sets new MV program 

Track Discus record of 135’ 8” 
-Mike Hansen named new Washington 

Elementary principal
-MS Students compete in Alliance for Cli-

mate Education Biggest Energy Loser 
Competition

-HS Academic Decathlon earns 4th at 
state competition 

MARCH
-5th Grade Musical is ‘On the Radio’
-Washington Elementary holds Science 

Fair
-HS Boys Basketball earns 1st place finish 

at State in 2A. This was 39 years after 
the school’s first state baskeball title – 
and the first state title in any sport in 
1973.  Head Coach is Ed Timm.

-Junior Cody Burgin was named Mr. 
MVHS

FEBRUARY
- MV Speech team Large Group All-State 

recipients were honored in Ames.  
They are Annabeth Lucas, Zak Moran, 
Alex Doser, Connett Croghan, Leeann 
Oelrich, Kaitlin Thune, Seamus Taylor, 
Emma Conroy, Lucy Conroy, Brandon 
Douglas, and Sydney Pratt.

- Wrestlers qualified for state competi-
tion: Trey Ryan, Josh Cannon, Tyler 
Rawson, and Kyle Jilovec. With Trey 
Ryan placing 6th and Tyler Rawson 
placing 8th.

-HS Speech Team receives 18 Division 1 
ratings and four Division II ratings at 
State competition. 

-Five HS students earned recognition in 
regional competition at 2012 National 
Scholastic Art Awards.

-Girls’ HS Basketball team is WaMaC 
East Conference champion

-Boys’ High School Basketball team is 
WaMaC East Conference champion

-HS Girls Basketball player Liz Skotowski 

scored her 1,000th career point and 
Head Coach Bob Kintzen celebrated his 
100th win. 

-MS 5th and 6th grad ELP students are 
first in state of Iowa in international 
Computer Quiz Bowl, and 46 out of 
206 teams in entire contest

-5th Grader Jeremy Ferguson wins state 
spelling bee and will go to Nationals

JANUARY
-Football shifts from 3A to 2A for 2012
DECEMBER
-ES Students help local Community 

Developemet Group create Snowflake 
Chandelier at the First Street Commu-
nity Bldg facilitated by local artist Stan 
Crocker

-Roger Johanson retires as Head Cross 
Country Coach after being 3A coach of 
the year and building one of the most 
respected programs in the state

NOVEMBER
-Tanner, the therapy dog, joins the MV 

Staff and works with students in grades 
EC-12

-Freshman Lizzie Adams earns a State 
200-meter swimming title along with 
3 other teammates on the Linn-Mar-
Mount Vernon Swim Team

-7 High School vocalists named to All-
State Chorus

-8 7th and 8th graders selected to Opus 
Choir

-The MV-L boys cross country team took 
4th at state and Conner Smock finished 
2nd. The girls finished 10th as a team.

-HS Fall Play is ‘Much Ado About Noth-
ing’ and performers are invited to 
perform at UNI Thespian Festival

OCTOBER
-Elementary students raise more than 

$18,000 for WeTap’s fund raiser.
-Tiny Circus comes to the ES and students 

work for 6 days to create a new stop-
motion animated film titled ‘Giraffe 
Trap’ 

-HS MV-L Boys are WaMac Cross Coun-
try Champions

SEPTEMBER
-Tom Wieseler continues as Board 

president.  Four new members joined a 
7-member board, making this a historic 
election – nine names on the ballot the 
most in 35 years, and a historic voter 
turnout, the biggest turnout in the last 
12 elections. 

-Connett Crohan and Jodan Roe were 
named co-kings at Homecoming, and 
Erin Pisarik was named queen. The 
Mustangs won the Homecoming game 
over South Tama 20-12

AUGUST
-work starts on 17,500 sq ft addtion to 

Washington elementary
-Mount Vernon starts the year with 1,308 

students in grades EC-12

JAN SAUTER:
What You Taught: Pre-Algebra to 
Pre-Calculus, Biology, Anatomy, 
Physiology
Total years at MV:  18
Another teacher or staff member 

who was a mentor or helped you? Many teach-
ers and staff have reached out along the 
way. Adrian Ringold gave me the opportu-
nity to teach here. Mary Ware and Charles 
Halsey were my earliest mentors. I believe 
the people who influenced and supported 
me the most were my parents. They both 
encouraged curiosity and independence, 
fostered logical thought and expected us 
to take responsibility for our actions, work 
hard, and be honest and sincere people. 
Do you remember the first student you taught 
that you had also taught their parent(s)?: One 
of those students would be Julie Vislisel and 
her three sons.

ROGER JOHANSON:
What You Coached: High School 
Boys & Girls Cross Country
Total years at MV:  16
About his time as coach: He leaves 

behind a legacy of building a combined 
Mount Vernon-Lisbon program that’s now 
one of the most respected in the state. He 
was named Class 3A coach of the year this 
past season from the Iowa Assoc. of Track 
Coaches. The boys team won a state title 
in 2005, and the girls team in 2008. In the 
past 16 seasons, MV-L has qualified teams 
for state 14 of those years. 

JOLEEN WOODS:
What You Taught: High School and 
8th Grade Vocal Music
Total years at MV:  30
About her teaching career: Joleen 
leaves behind a legacy of excel-

lence in vocal music. Her successful program 
drew a large number of students to her class-
es. Her program produced All-State vocalists 
year-after-year, the highest individual honor 
available to Iowa High School musicians, as 
well as numerous OPUS vocalists. She co-
produced the spring High School musical for 
over 25 years and produced an 8th grade 
musical for 30. Her solo and ensemble 
contest participants are known for receiv-
ing high scores with many being selected 
to perform at the Outstanding Performers 
Award Showcase. After one competition 
for example, a judge commented “I think 
without a doubt you are one of the finest 
choirs in the state of Iowa. I have not heard 
many 4A schools with the techniques and 
musicianship you exhibit. ” Over the years 
many of her solo and ensemble vocalists 
have performed at special events including 
state tournaments. 

2012 MOVING ON...
THANK YOU and best wishes to the following 
who are retiring this year.  
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

MOUNT VERNON COMMUNITY 
SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD
Tom Wieseler, President
Darrin Gage, Vice President
Shannon Amundson, Member
John Cochrane, Member
Paul Morf’90, Member
Virginia Roudabush, Member
Dr. Mark Weldon, Member
Matt Burke, Board Secretary-Treasurer
Dr. Pam Ewell, Superintendent

Yes, I’ll be a ‘SUPPORTER’ of the Mount Vernon Schools Alumni Association
Alumni first & last name, including maiden name ____________________________________________________________

Class Year______________  Spouse name (and class year if also an alumnus) ____________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip____________________________________________________Country if outside USA _________________

Email address _______________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Home _______________________________Cell______________________Work ___________________________

Renew online at www.MVAlumni.org or cut and 
return with your check to: MV Alumni Association, 
525 Palisades Road, Mount Vernon, Iowa 52314

Thank you!❏ One Year Supporting Contribution ......................$10 per alum

❏ or Five Year Supporting Contribution  .................$45 per alum

❏ additional donation or memorial ..........................____________

                                 Amount Enclosed $................___________

FOR JULY 1 2012 TO JULY 1 2013

Your support is very much appreciated and funds 
alumni organization publications and activities

2012-2013

ALUMNI

ALUMNI Association
MOUNT  VERNON  COMMUNITY  SCHOOL  DISTRICT

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOARD
Kevin Rogers’81 President
Jean Kuntz Bowman‘64, Vice President
Shauna Applebee Dye‘01, Secretary
Susan Mounts Fisher‘65, Treasurer 
Jean Kuntz Bowman‘64, Director
Lynn Watson Brokel’78, Director
Michele Meyer Grudzinski’92, Director
Dennis Jordan’87, Director
Michael Langer’85, Director
John Pospisil’66, Director

FOUNDATION
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Ann Koppenhaver’78 President 
David Ryan’85, Vice-President
Paul Morf’90, School Board Representative 
Matt Burke, Treasurer
John Rife’60
Ann Stoner 
Jenna Wiebel Wischmeyer’91
Peter Wilch’90 
Mary Young
Bethany Campbell Tvedt-Executive Director

Any chance we 
could get 50% 
of our alums to 

support the Alumni 
Association?

A lofty goal, 
but PLEASE bE 
oNE of thE 50 
PErcENt who do 
-- and challenge 

your classmates to 
do the same!

Your donation assures 
that we can continue the 
publications and events we 

have all grown to love!

YES

I’m a 50
 

perce
nter!


