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Above, 2017 classmates, Jack 
Cochrane #43 of the Kansas City 

Chiefs and Tristan Wirfs #78 of the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers faced each 
other on the field October 2, 2022. 

More on page 18.

The Mount Vernon Community School District Alumni Association is pleased to announce 
the following alumni were selected as 2022 Alumni Hall of Fame winners. Pictured 
above left to right: 

Achievement -- Jerry Ringer ‘55 and Larry Ringer ‘55
Fine Arts -- Dan Bern ‘77
Service -- Jeri Neal ‘66 and Barbara Thomsen Neal ‘68
MV Community Impact -- Scott Peterson 1971
Athletic -- Steve Goodall ‘83

They received their awards during Homecoming weekend on Friday, September 23, 
2022. Turn to page 6 for recipient bios and photos.

2023 Alumni-Friend Events2023 Alumni-Friend Events
January 1-December 31 -- A reminder that we have changed our calendar year for 
donations to January 1 through December 31. So, now is a great time to think about 
supporting one of your favorite organizations -- the MV Alumni Association! See back 
page or visit mvalumni.org to donate online. UPDATE -- The Association Board is changing 
direction in regard to our dues/support structure. At this time we will be dropping the 
1-year and 5-year support levels, and switching entirely to a yearly donation request.

Spring - date tba -- Retirement reception for Kathy Staskal. Watch for info to come.

May 1 -- DON’T DELAY -- Nominate an alum you think is deserving of a Service, 
Achievement, MV Community Impact, Fine Arts, or Athletic Hall of Fame award now! 
Who can nominate? ANYONE -- you do not have to be an alum to nominate. 

July 8 -- Heritage Day in Mount Vernon with alumni events and reunions. 

Fall 2023 tba -- Homecoming and Alumni Hall of Fame events. 
More information about events in the Spring 2023 Alumni News issue.
NOTE: Our events are open to the public and community. 

2022 Alumni Hall of Fame2022 Alumni Hall of Fame
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2023
July - Heritage Days
Oct - Chili Cookoff

December - Magical Night 
and more

ALUMNI NEWSLETTER is published twice yearly for 
alumni and friends of the Association. Views are those of the 
authors. Articles and advertisements (preferably digital) may be 
submitted by email to alumni@mvcsd.org or by mail to 525 
Palisades Road SW, Mount Vernon, IA 52314. All materials 
submitted are subject to review by the Alumni Association 
Communications Coordinator. For advertising rates write or call 
319-895-8845.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Happy New Year!

I am very happy to report we have a new president-elect – 
Cathy Hufford ‘83! Cathy will begin her term this coming 
August. Until then you are stuck with me! Cathy and her sisters 
all babysat my brothers and me back in the early 1980’s, so 
I can personally vouch for her character. She earned every 
dollar looking after us Morf boys! In all seriousness, Cathy 
spent her career as a DA in the Chicago area and moved back to Mount 
Vernon a few years ago to be closer to family. We are so glad to have her 
back in our community.

It is bittersweet to report that Kathy Staskal is moving on to a very well-
deserved retirement after 20 years with the district. She has served as the 
Alumni Association Coordinator since its inception in 2005! Anyone who has 
read our newsletter over the years, been part of the Hall of Fame events during 
homecoming, or been to our Heritage Days alumni tent, knows that Kathy has 
been the consummate glue and provided the ongoing leadership that has made 
this alumni association so incredible. Kathy has made a profound and positive 
impact on our community over the past two decades and will be greatly missed 
as she spends most of her time now in North Carolina with family.  

Next, I want to thank Dennis Jordan ‘87 for his steadfast leadership overseeing 
the Hall of Fame nomination process for most of the last decade. Every year I 
marvel at the talent and leadership that has come out of our community, and 
Dennis has shepherded this important selection process and helped to oversee 
the induction ceremony.

As we begin our 19th year as an association, I cannot thank enough the 
many, many alums that provided financial support during our Fall ‘Reaching 
Out to You’ Campaign. We raised nearly $40,000! Literally hundreds of you 
participated to make this possible, and many of you were first time givers. 
With rising costs of printing and everything else we do, along with annual 
donations, these gifts shore up the ability to carry out our mission for the 
foreseeable future. THANK YOU!

Finally, we have a couple of open positions I would like to call your attention 
to. First, we have an open position on our board. Second, the school district 
will be looking to replace Kathy in her coordinator role for the Association. 
This is a tremendous opportunity for the right person. If you have an interest in 
either opportunity, please email Kathy Staskal at kstaskal@mvcsd.org. 

Kathy, we can’t thank you enough for your years of leadership as the MVAA 
Coordinator.  All the best to you and your family in retirement.

Andrew Morf ’94 
Alumni Association  
President

UPDATE-UPDATE-UPDATE-UPDATE-UPDATE-UPDATE-UPDATE
HOW YOU CAN  SUPPORT THE 

MV ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
The Alumni Association’s Board has decided to move from a 

dues/support and donation system to simply a donation. 

Please consider an annual donation of your choice to support the 
activities and publications of the Alumni Association. Either visit the

• back page of this publication 
• or online at mvalumni.org

Online, just select ‘Donate’ located in the upper left hand corner. 

NOTE: do not be alarmed that the page you are directed to is a 
Foundation page. For donation reporting purposes, the MV Alumni 
Association operates under the MVCSD Foundation, a tax-exempt 

organization.  Select ‘Alumni Association’ for your donation 
and the total amount is directed to the Alumni Association. 

Kathy Staskal will retire in May of this year 
after twenty years with the Mount Vernon 
Community School District. She has been 
the Alumni Association Coordinator since its 
inception in 2005. Even though she is retiring, 
I’m sure we will see her at events and continue 
to lean on her for a little help. See page 25 
for information about both her open position 
and Foundation Director position. Watch 
for information to come about an upcoming 
retirement reception for Kathy. 

THANK YOU ADVERTISERS!
Please support and thank the following 

publication advertisers:
Ability Physical Therapy ................... 4
Envisage ........................................ 7
Gary’s Foods ............................... 20
Hills Bank & Trust Co ....................... 7
Iowa Physical Therapy ..................... 3
Koppenhaver & Associates .............. 3
Lee’s Town & Country Realtors .......... 8
Mount Vernon Bank & Trust ............ 20
Mount Vernon Eye Clinic ................. 4
Mt. Vernon Insurance ...................... 4
Richardson-Hanson
   and Hotz Agencies ...................... 7
Silver Spider .................................. 3

To advertise in the Alumni News -- 
call 319-389-8602 or email

alumni@mvcsd.org
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2018 5 years  - Heritage Day July 8
Home of Cameron Weaver, 1602 Palisades RD 
SW. More info to come.
 Contact: Cameron Weaver
 Phone: 319-440-7511
 Email: cam25weaver@gmail.com
 Contact: Katy Bellamy
 Phone: 319-310-3604
 Email: bellamykaty17@gmail.com
 Contact: Josh Jordan
 Phone: 319-450-5674
 Email: joshuajordan0917@gmail.com

2013 10 years  - tba
 Contact: Hannah Ganzel
 Phone: 319-540-2927
 Email: chenaegrace@gmail.com
 Contact: Hanna Giegerich
 Phone: 319-389-9485
 Contact: Sarah Yeoman
 Phone: 319-895-3016

2008 15 years - tba 
Facebook page ‘MVHS Class of 2008’
 Contact: Brittany Wardlow Trumpold
 Phone: 319-551-2042
 Contact: Emilie Lynch Morrison
 Phone: 319-350-4737
 Email: eamorrison4@gmail.com
 Contact: Mark O’Connor
 Phone: (319) 558-9410

2003 - 20 years  - Heritage Day July 8
Check class facebook page for more info
 Contact: Nikki Port Morgan
 Phone: 319-721-0653
 Email: nikkip1212@yahoo.com

1998 - 25 years - tba
 Contact: Charlotte Campagna 
       McDermott
 Phone: 319-895-8234
 Email: char.mcdermott7@gmail.com

1993 - 30 years - Heritage Day Weekend 
Facebook page ‘Mount Vernon High School 
Class of 1993’
 Contact: Braden Pospisil Rood
 Phone: 319-654-1016
 Email: roodbrood5@gmail.com

1988 - 35 years - Heritage Day July 8
Saturday reunion at Sutliff, visit Facebook page 
‘Mount Vernon Iowa Class of 1988’
 Contact: Jennifer Clark
 Phone: 319-530-8809
 Email: jengonzalez1969@gmail.com
 Contact: Lisa Squiers White
 Phone: 319-899-4671
 Email: whitetdlc@msn.com
  
1983 - 40 years - Heritage Day July 8
Saturday reunion 4--7pm at the Lester Buresh 
Center. Saturday morning float in the parade. 
Facebook page ‘MVHS IA 1983’

 Contact: Cathy Hufford
 Phone: 773-750-0318
 Email: cathy.hufford@gmail.com

1978 - 45 years - July 7
Friday evening at the Local 4-8 pm, then Friday 
evening town events and fireworks, Saturday am 
breakfast at high school
 Contact: Andy Wolfe
 Phone: 319-899-4606
 Email: centralappraisal@mchsi.com
 Contact: Jeff Spencer
 Phone: 972-730-3828
 Email: jeff.spencer.dal@gmail.com
 Contact: Cynthia Deskin Halbmaier
 Phone: 641-799-7583
 Email: halby@me.com
 Contact: Ann Koppenhaver
 Phone: 319-895-6001
 Email: ann@koppenhavercpas.com

1973 - 50 years - Heritage Day Weekend
Saturday am at the breakfast followed by float
in the parade. Saturday evening reunion. 
 Contact: Chris Hanson Starkweather
 Phone: 319-895-8588, 319-538-8281
 Email: clstarkweather@hotmail.com

1968 - 55 years - tba
2023 Reunion plans are in the works 
-- watch for more info to come
 Contact: Barb Thomsen Neal
 Phone: 319-560-0197
 Email: xword417@gmail.com
 Contact: Mike Smith
 Phone: 319-361-8193
 Email: mikesmith124w@yahoo.com

1963 - 60 years - Heritage Day July 8
Saturday eve Reunion at Gwen’s Restaurant
 Contact: Bob Dvorak
 Phone: 319-895-8206
 Email: dvorakb47@q.com
 Contact: Linda Peterson Nost
 Phone: 319-455-2138
 Email: lindanost@icloud.com

1958 - 65 years - Heritage Day July 8
Saturday eve Reunion at the Sleep Inn
 Contact: Marilyn Dean Schnittjer
 Phone: 319-895-8817
 Email: mschnittjer@gmail.com
 Contact: David Kroeger
 Phone: 319-377-7782
 Email: dpkroegs@aol.com

1953 - 70 years - tba
 Contact: Barbara Beckhelm Moore 
 Phone: 319-895-8512
 Email: mooremanor@mchsi.com

1948 and earlier years
Meet at Saturday  morning 
Alumni-Community Breakfast

2023 REUNIONS

Mount Vernon-Lisbon Clinic
108 1st St. SE   Mount Vernon, Iowa 52314   319-895-4085

We offer a range of physical therapy services to help 
you get better and feel stronger. 

We specialize in orthopedic injuries, preventing and 
treating sports injuries and rehabilitation for workers 

compensation clients. We also work extensively 
with older patients and have helped many in our 

community regain skills and abilities.
On the staff are MV alums Jeremy Elliott’89 and 

Stephanie Legore Meier’00

You are a student once, but an alum for a lifetime.
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Michael Reiling PT, MS, ATC, CSCS
 Licensed Physical Therapist

Licensed Certified Athletic Trainer
Certified Strength and Conditioning Specialist

Same day appointments available 319-895-8655
300 Virgil Avenue, Mount Vernon, IA 52314

 • ORthOpaedic & SpORt injuRieS
• WORk injuRy  • pOSt-SuRgical Rehab 

 H H H H H H H H H H

 H H H H H H H H H H

 H   H   H   H

We represent several 
insurance companies.  

Please call us today for a 
no obligation quote. 

319-895-6931
107 First St. NW. - Box 148

Mt. Vernon, Iowa 52314 

www. mtvernoninsuranceagency.com

Tom Kortemeyer

I graduated from Mount 
Vernon High School in 
1969. That meant that 
our class was the first 
kindergarten class to 
attend the newly built 
Washington Elementary. 
It was K-6 at that time. 
The first Arbor Day each 
grade planted a tree onlong 
what is now the fence by the 
track. I attended Ward Junior 
High and was one of the 
last few classes to graduate 
from the old High School 
on Main Street. After high 
school, I graduated from 
Coe College and married my ‘high 
school honey’, Dan Stoner ‘70. Five 
kids, 11 grandkids, and almost 49 years 
later, I would say it has worked out quite 
well! Dan is still actively farming in the 
Mount Vernon area. I loved teaching 4th 
grade and Title I reading at Washington 
Elementary for 20+ years, but I am now 
retired. However I am not retired from 
being mom, Nana, support help on the 
farm, bible study teacher and volunteer. 
I look forward to serving on the Alumni 
Association Board. I first became 
involved with the board when my 
classmate and friend Darlene Hartl Allard 
and I worked with the Alumni Association 
board when planning our class reunions. 
We then helped organize a few of the 
first Hall of Fame Award ceremonies. Life 
has kept me pretty busy since then, but I 
look forward to be coming more active 
once again. 

Welcome Association 
Board Member
Join us in welcoming new board member 
Cathy Humphries Stoner ‘69.

Storytellers Reflect 
on Why Mount Vernon 
Is Home
EDITOR’S NOTE: Following is an excerpt 
of an article by Nathan Countryman in 
the July 14, 2022 issue of the MVL Sun. 
www.eastcentraliowanews.com/mvlsun/

More than 50 residents attended 
the “Mount Vernon, Lisbon and Me” 
storytelling event, sponsored by the 
Mount Vernon Area Arts Council, 
Wednesday, July 6, 2022. The event 
was the first of four scheduled days of
activities for the Heritage Days 
celebration in Mount Vernon this year, 
and featured the stories of seven 
residents. Many stories talked about 
what has made Mount Vernon and 
Lisbon home to these residents. Here are 
two.

Grant Freeman ‘06 told how 
Mount Vernon has slowly 
become home to him over 
the years. Freeman noted 
in his later high school 
years, he viewed Mount 
Vernon not as a place someone goes to 
live, but as a place people go to die. He 
went to college as far away as he could 
in Tacoma, Washington, and made a 
promise never, ever to set foot in the 
town again. Freeman noted he made 
several trips back to the community to 
visit family and friends, and each of 
those trips seemed to last longer and 
longer. 

Until 2015 when he returned to Mount 
Vernon. He’s been one of the head

We were pleased to welcome 
several administrators and retired 
staff from our school district at the 
Alumni Association’s annual Alumni-
Community Breakfast during Heritage 
Days on Saturday, July 9. Pictured 
at left, from left to right, bottom row, 
former school district Superintendent 
Adrian Ringold and former high school 
principal Dennis Walsh. Back row: 
former superintendent Jeff Schwiebert, 
former elementary principal Gary 
Nelson, and current superintendent 
Dr. Greg Batenhorst. Other former 
staff members volunteering were Carol 
Woods-Boren ‘75, Lori Zaiger, and 
Nannette Gunn. Nannette is currently 
president of the district’s school board. 
We hope to see them back, along with 
others, this year! Mark your calendar 
for Saturday, July 8, and come for 
breakfast at the High School!

ADMINISTRATORS AND RETIREES LEND 
A HAND AT THE JULY 2022 
ALUMNI-COMMUNITY BREAKFAST

Dr. Steven Sindt
and Dr. Julia Hibbing

202 Glenn Street in Mount Vernon
319-895-8888

MOUNT VERNON 
EYE CLINIC

From 
childhood to 
adulthood, 
we are 
committed 
to providing 
you and your 
family the 
highest quality 
eye health 
care, service 
and products.
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‘Beauty and the Beast’ THESPIAN REUNION!

2009 cast & crew invited for a REUNION!

Fourteen years ago, Tom 
Stephens joined the Mount 
Vernon High School Fine Arts 
team and produced his first 
spring musical of ‘Beauty and 
the Beast.’ There were grand 
costumes, pyrotechnics, a 
two-story set, and lighted roses 
speckled in the audience. 

This spring, Mount Vernon High School is 
again putting on this fantastical musical and 
the cast and crew of the 2009 production 
are invited to come for a reunion, to see 
the show, and perhaps a behind the scenes 
sneak peek at the new theatre facilities. We 
hope you can join us on April 15, 2023 
to celebrate the revival of this magical 
musical.

Tentative Schedule for Reunion:
3:30 Tour of the Performing Arts Center
4:30 Meet the current cast
5:30 Reunion social time with refreshments
7:00 Enjoy the performance!

For more information, feel free to contact 
Spencer Schmidt ‘11 at 319-558-6030
or Khloe Rand Mlynarczyk ‘11 at 
319-329-8642.

Disney’s

MVHS Theatre Department Presents

   Music by                      Lyrics by                         Book by
 Alan Menken     Howard Ashman & Tim Rice    Linda Woolverton
 Originally Directed by                     Originally Produced by     Robert Jess Roth                    Disney Theatrical Productions

May 14-16, 2009, 7:30 p.m.
Students/Seniors $5, Adults $7

Doors open at 6:45
Presented through a special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI).All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI.421 West 54th Street, New York, NY 10019

Phone: 212-541-4684 Fax: 212-397-4684
www.MTIShows.com

The videotaping or other video/audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited.

April 15, 16, 21 & 22
Mount Vernon Performing Arts Center

tickets available at mvhstheatre.booktix.com

Orchestra

Bass…………………………………………..Daniel Charles

Cello…………………………………………..Sarah Schafer

Horn………………………………………….......Russ Lenth

Piano…………………………………………Yun-Han Kuan

Synthesizer………………………………..Joseph McKinley

Percussion………………………………………..Alan Kiser

Flute………………………………………….........Tara Ohrt

Oboe………………………………………...Michael Wilson

Clarinet…………………………………......Kyle Gunderson

Trumpet……………………………….............Leslie Howell

Violin………………………………........Tabitha Rasmussen

Theatre Department Staff

Director…………………………………..Mr. Tom Stephens

Technical Director……………………….Mr. Eric Butikofer

Vocal Director…………………………..Dr. Barbara Buddin

Costumer…………………………………Mrs. Barb Shepley

Principal..................................................
...Mr. Dennis Walsh

Be part of the show!

Light up roses will be available to purchase during

intermission.  When the last petal falls from the Beast’s

enchanted rose, turn on your rose and hold it up high to

help Belle and the Beast get a happy ending.

Musical Numbers

Act 1

“Overture”…………………………………………orchestra

“Prologue”………………………………..orchestra, narrator

“Belle”……………………………………....Belle, ensemble

“No Matter What”……………………………Belle, Maurice

“Wolf Chase”………………………………………Maurice

“Me”…………………………………………..Gaston, Belle

“Belle – reprise”……………………………………….Belle

“Is This Home?”……………………………………….Belle

“Gaston”……………...LeFou, Gaston, Silly Girls, ensemble

“How Long Must This Go On?”………………………Beast

“Be Our Guest”……….Lumiere, Chip, Mrs. Potts, ensemble

“If I Can’t Love Her”………………………………….Beast

Act 2

“Entr’acte”………….……………………………...orchestra

“Something There”………………..…Belle, Beast, Lumiere,
Cogsworth, Mrs. Potts

“Human Again”...........................................….........ensemble

“Maison Des Lunes”………………Gaston, LeFou, D’Arque

“Beauty and the Beast”…………….……………..Mrs. Potts

“If I Can’t Love Her – reprise”………………………...Beast

“A Change in Me”………………………………….…..Belle

“Mob Song”………………………………Gaston, ensemble

“Is This Home – reprise”……………….………………Belle

“Transformation/Finale”.……………Beast, Belle, ensemble

There will be one 15-minute intermission

Cast
Belle……............................................................Emily StonerThe Beast………………………………….........Jared KnightMaurice………………………………………....Alex MooreGaston…………………………………………..Logan ScottLeFou………………………………………Spencer SchmidtMadame D’Arque…………………………...Molly GiegrichSilly Girls……………………………………Andrea Hallier,

Chelsea Johnson,
Grace Moran,

Sylvia MurrayMrs. Potts……………………………………..Janelle KnightChip..............................................................Cory BrannamanLumiere………………………………………..James TaylorCogsworth……………………………………Austin SwantzBabette……………………………………….Delaney OlsonMadame de la Grand Bouche………...................Jenna SmithNarrator………………………………………....Mr. Ian DyeEnsemble:
McKenna Bernard, Jen Gee, Kelsey Greif, Kenzie Jones,RJ Laufer, Alli Melchert, Zak Moran, Khloe Rand,EadieMarie Schettler, Forrest Scott, Taylor Sedlacek,Rachel Simons, Adrienne Smith, Hannah Tesar,Bonnie Thornton, Sarena Vizcarra, Matt White

Choreography:
Barbara Buddin, Katie Crouch, Kelsey Greif, Taylor Sedlacek

Student Director…………………………….Brittany SchorgProduction Assistant…………………………...Polly Carrico
Please be advised that this performance includesthe use of a strobe light and smoke/fog effects.

Technicians
Assistant Technical Director….…………………Evan FreedStage Managers….………………..Ross Eash, Kenzie GlennAssistant Stage Managers…...Joe Dietrich, Jonah GreensteinLighting Design……………...Evan Freed, Tom MlynarczykLighting Board Operator…….…………….Tom MlynarczykFollow Spot Operators……..Megan Grunder, Brianna PickelSound Board Operators…….……….Joe Hines, Jessie MhireScenic Designer…………………….....……..Gena EdingtonProperties Master………………………………Pryor StroudProperties Assistant…………………. ………..Polly CarricoSpecial Effects Coordinator…………………….Joe DietrichLogo Design………………...Tiffany Daubert, Becca YoungProgram Design…………...Annabeth Lucas, Delaney OlsonLighting Crew:

Joe Dietrich, Ross Eash, Evan Freed, Joe Hines, Tom Mlynarczyk,Jessie Mhire
Set Design:

Joe Dietrich, Ross Eash, Gena Edington, Kenzie Glenn, Evan Freed,Jessie Mhire
Set Construction/Paint Crew:

Megan Cannon, Gena Edington, Kenzie Glenn, Megan Grunder, Kenzie Jones,Kristin Kimm, Katie Merrit, Jessie Mhire, Alec Miller, Emily Stoner, MattWhite
Run Crew:

Logan Benson, Joe Dietrich, Ross Eash, Andy Gael, Kenize Glenn, JonahGreenstein, Lynaea Kiefer, Alec Miller, Nikki Penn, Dylan Walker,John Weirather
Publicity Committee:

Melissa Grunder, Jamie Harris, Kristin Kimm, Annabeth Lucas, Delaney Olson,Aaron Osborn, Jenna Pisarik, Sarah Ryan, Spencer Schmidt,Riley Schreder, Micah WieditzFront of House:
Abigail Chihak, Tyler Craig, Mackenzie Foxen, Trevor Gretten, Matt Hess,Melissa Grunder, Jamie Harris, Kristin Kimm, Aaron Osborn,Jenna Pisarik, Riley Schreder, Rachel Schroeder, Micah Wieditz
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speech coaches for the high school since 
2015, but every year he submits his 
resignation, and every September he’s 
accepted the job again. Over the course of the 
last eight years, Freeman has realized that this 
town has become his home. “Now, I have no 
plans of going anywhere,” Freeman said. “I’m 
even considering buying a house and starting 
a family in this community.” Freeman accepted 
a job this fall with Lisbon Schools as director 
of plays and musicals for the school, as well 
as continuing on as head large group speech 
coach for Mount Vernon.  

The last storyteller of the 
evening was Tawnua Tenley, 
instructional coach and 
individual head speech 
coach at Mount Vernon, who 
recounted her own journey. 
Her original career goals 
were to be a pediatrician and live in a big city 
loft apartment after high school.

Her family moved around a lot growing up, 
and she was never in the same town for more 
than a few years until she was in her mid-
20s. When she was looking to go to college, 
she first did a few years of service with the 
military. She married, moved into Los Angeles 
with her husband and started college. A few 
years later, she didn’t have enough money to 
continue college, had a failed marriage and 
a young son, and was struggling financially in 
Los Angeles. “I’d maxed out my credit cards 
on groceries and spent my last few dollars on 
asthma medication my son needed,” Tenley 
said. “I remember a day I was trying to get my 
son into a daycare, and we had his nebulizer 
and as I was trying to get into the daycare, the 
medication for the nebulizer slipped out and 
hit the floor and shattered. I didn’t have the 
money to replace that medication. That was 
my rock bottom.”

Tenley asked a friend for assistance, which 
he provided, but asked her what her plans 
were. When Tenley said she planned to finish 
college, but couldn’t in Los Angeles because it 
was too expensive, he asked why she couldn’t 
go home with her parents instead? Her family 
now lived in Iowa City, and Tenley discovered 
it was a great place to stay and finish college. 
She applied to Mount Vernon a few years 
later as a teacher, sending her letters of 
recommendation to the district and applying to 
other places as well.

Tenley added she was the graduation speaker 
for the class of 2003 and the message she 
shared was that students would find the clarity 
she had found in her failures that eventually 
led her to Mount Vernon and the life she had 
here. “I’ve had a very rewarding career in 
Mount Vernon, despite living in a small town, 
one of the things I never wanted to do,” Tenley 
said. “I truly found home here.”
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Hall of Fame events took place on 
Thursday and Friday, September 21 
and 22. On Friday, high school students 
and staff and the public were invited to 
attend the Alumni Association Hall of 
Fame Awards Ceremony in the Mount 
Vernon High School Performing Arts 
Center, PAC. Following the ceremony, a 
reception was held in the PAC lobby. A 
President’s Hall of Fame reception was 
also held on Friday for recipients.

Friday evening was the Homecoming 
game and presentation of Alumni Hall 
of Fame recipients during halftime at 
the football field, and the All-Alumni-
Community Reception ‘Tailgating Under 
The Tent’ at the top of the bleachers. The 
Mustangs beat Benton Community. The 
Alumni-Community Reception tent was 
open for all attending to enjoy. 

In addition, student events included the 
Thursday evening parade with Hall of 
Fame recipients riding in Corvettes, 
followed by crowning of the High 
School Homecoming queen and king 
and powderpuff football game, and a 
Saturday Homecoming dance. 

John Rife from the Class 
of 1960 was master of 
ceremony at the 2022 
Hall of Fame Award 
event. This was John’s 
14th year as host.

Find pictures and video online at 
mvalumni.org or at these links:

Sept 23 Hall of Fame ceremony
video   https://youtu.be/PPu4jSvaFgI
Hall of Fame pictures, bios, info
https://tinyurl.com/a6u22saf

The Hall of Fame award ceremony took place Friday morning, September 23, in the High School 
Performing Arts Center auditorium, followed by a public reception in the lobby. The audience, filled with 
high school students and staff, alumni, and family and friends, cheered the seven recipients as they 
received their awards. Pictured below, front row, left to right: Fine Arts recipient Dan Bern ‘77, Service 
recipients Ted Neal representing Barb Thomsen Neal ‘68 and Jeri Neal ‘66, Achievement recipients twin 
brothers Jerry Ringer ‘55 and Larry Ringer ‘55, Community Impact recipient Scott Peterson ‘71, and 
Athletic recipient Steve Goodall ‘83. Back row, left to right: MV Alumni Association President Andrew 
Morf ‘94, MV High School Student Council President Ava Dimmer, Hall of Fame Master of Ceremonies 
John Rife ‘60, MV Alumni Association Hall of Fame Chair Dennis Jordan ‘87, Nominators Ann Lehman 
Currie ‘77, Mike Smith ‘68 representing Martha Thomsen Ohlfest ‘77, Ted Croy ‘66, Roger Schnittjer ‘56 
representing Dave Van Metre ‘55, Tobyn Peterson ‘00, Evan Peterson ‘99, and Michelle Goodall, along 
with Superintendent Dr. Greg Batenhorst, MV School Board President Nannette Gunn, and MV High 
School Principal Steve Brand. This photo and many others in this section by Lisa Lewis ‘83, Envisage 
Photography.

ACHIEVEMENT - Jerry Ringer & Larry Ringer ‘55, FINE ARTS - Dan Bern ‘77, 
SERVICE - Jeri Neal ‘66 & Barb Thomsen Neal ‘68 

     COMMUNITY IMPACT - Scott Peterson ‘71, ATHLETIC - Steve Goodall ‘83

2022



VOLUME 18 ISSUE 2  FALL 2022/WINTER 2023        page 7 

Mt. Vernon Alumni News 2.5 x 3

Earn more, at no cost to you:
hillsbank.com/classroomcash

CLASSROOM CASH 
Mt. Vernon Schools 
you’ve earned

$66,704 

achievement

Achievement Hall of Fame recipients, brothers Jerry and Larry Ringer from the Class of 1955, 
were both nominated by classmate Dave Van Metre. (Pictured above Larry on the 
left and Jerry on the right.) Dave says “It is only fitting that this year’s Achievement 
nominees are honored together – two twin brothers that graduated top of their class, 
and have gone on to admirable achievements throughout their lives.” Dave was 
represented at the ceremony by Roger Schnittjer ‘56.

JERRY RINGER
Jerry, who was class valedictorian, participated in band, choir, sports, 
plays, and musicals all four years of high school. He went on to be a 
summa cum laude Cornell College graduate, received an M.D. from 
the University of Iowa College of Medicine, interned at the University of 
Chicago Hospitals and Clinics, and then completed a residency at Iowa 
in the Department of Ophthalmology. Before doing his U of I residency, Jerry served 
in the U.S. Army as a general medical officer, stationed both in Korea and the U.S.  

Jerry then worked professionally for 33 years as an ophthalmologist in Bloomington, 
IL.  During his time at the Gailey Eye Clinic, they grew from one to five offices, 
building their own outpatient surgery center. 

He is a member or past member of many professional organizations including the 
McLean County Medical Society (past president), Illinois Medical Society, American 
Medical Society, and the Illinois Society of Ophthalmology (past president). 

While Jerry doesn’t mind spending a Saturday flipping pancakes for the Kiwanis, as 
a highly respected community member he has been a member of many community 
organizations, including MARC Center Foundation for the Developmentally Disabled 
(past president), Illinois Shakespeare Festival Society Board, Senior Professional 
organization at ISU (past president) for mentoring honor students, Development 
Committee of the Illinois Prairie Community Foundation, Eversight (Illinois Eye Bank), 
and member of mission trips to eye hospitals in Zambia, Haiti and Jamaica.

At Cornell College Jerry has been a Trustee for over forty years, and for whom Ringer 
Hall is named. He was awarded the Cornell College Leadership Award in 1990. 
Among his other honors are Philanthropist of the Year along with his wife, Carole, by 
the Illinois Prairie Community Foundation, and History Maker of 2020 along with his 
wife, Carole, by the McLean County Museum of History.

continued on next page
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ACHIEVEMENT CONTINUED

Thank you
Thank you to out-going chair of the Hall of Fame 
committee and event, Dennis Jordan. Dennis has 
held this position since 2012, for a total of eleven 
years. At the 2022 Hall of Fame Ceremony he 
was presented with a certificate to honor his 
outstanding service.

HHHHHH

HHHHHH

HHHHHH

Jerry says his teachers and classes at Mount 
Vernon High School prepared him well 
for college and medical school. And that 
because of the smaller size, he was able to 
participate in many activities, both in the area 
of sports and the arts. He says “It was these 
opportunities that gave me the confidence 
to do the extra-curricular activities in college 
and now in my life….  A big ‘thank you’ goes 
to the teachers of Mount Vernon schools that 
gave me the start for a great career and life.’

LARRY RINGER
Today, if you were to visit 
the public library in College 
Station, Texas, you would see 
identification on the building 
that says ‘Larry J. Ringer 
Library’. From an Iowa high 
school student to a community 

leader in Texas, the public library was renamed 
in 2004 in honor of Larry, who as a former 
College Station mayor was very active in 
establishing the library in College Station. 

Like his brother, Larry did it all in high school, enjoying both athletics 
and fine arts as a 4-year letterman. He was class salutatorian, going on 
to earn a bachelor’s degree in mathematics at Iowa State, a masters in 
statistics at Iowa State, and then a doctorate of statistics at Texas A&M 
University. 

He joined the Statistics Department faculty at Texas A&M University, 
going on to be both Assistant Head and Interim Head, and then Professor 
Emeritus, serving a total of fifty years at the university. His curriculum vitae 
is pages long of positions, professional awards, university committees he 
has served on, and publications he has authored. 

Among his professional honors are a Distinguished Teaching Award, the 
H.O. Hartley Award for distinguished service to the discipline of Statistics, 
and the Paul D Minto Service Award for his contributions to the statistical 
profession. He has been a past member or president of many professional 
organizations including the Southeast Chapter of the American Statistical 
Association.

Like his brother, Larry doesn’t mind spending a Saturday flipping 
pancakes, or serving as a track and field official, but he has been a 
distinguished member of many community organizations such as the 
Kiwanis Club, City of College Station council member, and then mayor 
from 1986-1996, the Texas Library System, Brazos Valley Affordable 
Housing Corp., a deacon at his church, and in many capacities for the 
College Station Library. He was named Kiwanis member of the year in 
1977. 

Today he continues to do consulting on various research projects involving 
experimental or survey design and data analysis. 

Larry says ‘I believe the teachers at Mount Vernon High School prepared 
me for continuing my education, gave me a role model for my career in 
education, and promoted the sense of serving others.’

***********

Jerry can be reached at 110 Hawthorne Lake Dr, Bloomington, IL 61704-
8530 or by email at jerry.ringer3@gmail.com
Larry can be reached at 1851 Carroll Francher Way, Apt 645, College 
Station, TX 77845 or by email at larry@gceus.com

SATURDAY, JULY  8SATURDAY, JULY  8

Join Us At Heritage Join Us At Heritage 
DayDay 2023 2023

...for our Saturday morning breakfast 
and Heritage Days events, including 

many activities planned by the community 
Wednesday thru Saturday of that week.
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1977 was nominated by classmate Ann Lehman 
Currie. Also known as Bernstein, he learned 
to play cello at age six, and at age 14 picked 
up the guitar after hearing his first Bob Dylan 
songs. 

Dan says that he took part in every chorus 
and theater opportunity there was, including in 
elementary school where “Mrs. Palmer opened us to a lot of 
different kinds of music, listening and playing. Lois Nichols, 
Gladys Rife, and Linda Bergman were great music and theater 
teachers/directors. He earned All-State Chorus twice. 

After attending Lawrence University in Wisconsin, Dan began 
playing open mics every night in Chicago (and going to Wrigley 
Field during the day). He started landing gigs at Chicago folk 
clubs and eventually began playing all over North America and 
Europe, “any place they’d have me.’’ In 1986 he moved from 
Chicago to Los Angeles, and a few years later began making 
records and writing songs for movies and TV. 

In 2001, NPR interviewed Dan on ‘All Things Considered’. 
NPR wrote ‘With his acoustic guitar and a batch of witty and 
insightful songs, Dan Bern is rapidly becoming the voice of a 
new generation of folk music.” 

Among his awards are ‘Acoustic Artist of the Year’ from the 
National Academy of Songwriters, the Ralph Gleason Award 
(founder of Rolling Stone), Best singer-songwriter album for 
‘Breathe’ at the Independent Music Awards, the ASCAP 
Children’s Music Award for ‘You Can Do It’ from the ‘Stinky and 
Dirty Show,’ and shortlisted for a Clio for ‘Beauty of a Year,’ 
written for Reddit in 2020. In September (of 2022) Dan was 
inducted into the Iowa Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. 

Dan has released over thirty albums of original songs, written 
a dozen books of stories and poems, and a novel, ‘Quitting 
Science.’ He has painted thousands of portraits, including a 
2017 show of ‘Portraits of Iowans’ at CSPS in Cedar Rapids.  
He has had a major role in writing songs for a variety of movies 
and television and from 2016 to 2019 for ‘The Stinky and Dirty 
Show’ on Amazon Prime. He is a frequent song-contributor to 
the ‘The Tony Kornheiser Show’, including the recent ‘Ballad of 
Tristan Wirfs.’ He co-wrote a song, “Wings of Stone” (sung by 
Adam Levine) featured in the Judd Apatow film, “The Bubble,” 
released in 2022 on Netflix.
 
In addition to his own touring Dan has been sharing stories and 
music in his ‘Hunkered in the Bunker’ live stream and has his own 
radio station, Radio Free Bernsteinn, that plays a mix of his music 
and others 24/7.

Beyond music, he is a lifelong baseball fan, and has won four 
awards from the New Mexico Newspaper Association for his 
sports column ‘Outtakes from the Bleachers.’

Dan says that “at various times I have been banned from 
most of the major American folk music festivals, proving Mr. 
Ringolds’ prophetic words, ‘Mr. Bern, someday you’re gonna 
get in big trouble for your mouth.’” Dan laughingly added 
that once he realized he was nominated for the Alumni Hall 
of Fame, he said he “intended to pursue it aggressively… 
jumping over tables, elbowing aside Terry Hormann, Pat 
Reilly, Steve Sargent, Martha Thompson, and Cindy Viter if 
need be, to grab the honor and get out of there before Mr. 
Ringold catches me with it.” 

**********

Dan can be reached at 2302 North Yucca St, Silver City, 
NM 88061 or by email at dbhq@danbern.com or 
dbernsteinn@gmail.com. Visit his website at danbern.com.

fine arts

at left, lyrics to Dan’s acceptance ‘song’, and at right with classmate and nominator Ann Lehman Currie

HHHHHH
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Service Hall of Fame recipients are Jeri Neal, class of 1966, and 
Barbara Thomsen Neal, class of 1968. Jeri was nominated by 
classmate Ted Croy, and his wife Barb was nominated by her 
sister, Martha Thomsen Ohlfest ‘77. Martha was represented 

at the ceremony by 
Mike Smith ‘68. Barb 
was unable to attend 
and was represented by 
her son Ted Neal ‘91. 

Lifelong residents of 
Mount Vernon, Barb 
and Jeri were married 
in 1969 after Jeri 

returned from Vietnam, and have been married 
for 53 years. Their four children were raised in Mount 
Vernon,Todd ’89, Ted ’91, Ben ‘96, and Abby ‘99. They 
have nine grandchildren, five who attend school in Mount 
Vernon. Their story is not only one of service but of devotion 
to their family and their community. 

While raising their family, Barb and Jeri were actively 
involved with the schools and the community. Barb served 
on the Mount Vernon Parks and Rec. She worked on the 
committee to write the Comprehensive Plan for the city in the 
1970s. Barb was very involved in the inclusion programs 
for the school, working closely with Grant Wood AEA to 
facilitate a strong learning environment for children with 
special needs. She also served as the chairman for the 
Advisory Committee to the School Board for six years. Jeri 
was a strong supporter of his children’s athletic activities. He 
hauled a gigantic pumpkin for carving to his daughter’s third 
grade class for Halloween. He gave several interviews for 
students wanting to learn about his experiences in Vietnam. 
Barb and Jeri opened their home for wrestling overnights 
almost every weekend during the wrestling season.

Jeri and Barb say they feel blessed to have grown up in 
Mount Vernon and to have graduated from Mount Vernon 
High School. They have great respect for their classmates 
and thoroughly enjoy organizing and, occasionally, hosting 
their class reunions. Both enjoy having friends drop by for 
a little porch sitting and great conversation. They value the 
people in their lives and make a point to contact their friends 
and family often.  

Barb and Jeri describe themselves as honest, hardworking 
people who live their lives with integrity and devotion to 
others. Their greatest happiness comes from striving to make 
life a little better for other people. 

Barb continues to spend many hours volunteering for a 
variety of organizations. She makes herself available to help, 
in any capacity, whenever called upon. One of her most 
rewarding accomplishments is becoming a SHIIP (Senior 
Health Insurance Iowa Program) counselor for Medicare and 
Medicaid. She assists on the Linn County Horticulture Line for 
the Master Gardeners, and finds time to help with various 
alumni activities. Barb loves the Mount Vernon community 
and is an active participant in many activities.  Never having 
completed her college education, at the age of 70 years she 
set out to attain that lifelong goal.” She received her degree 
in May 2022. 

Jeri’s nominator, Ted Croy says “I believe Jeri deserves the 

Hall of Fame Service honor for both his service to our country 
and for his devotion to the Class of ’66.” Jeri had been drafted 
into the US Army 25th Infantry and spent a year in the jungles of 
Vietnam serving the United States honorably. He was awarded 
several medals, including three Purple Heart Medals for his 
injuries. Jeri was recognized for his service in Vietnam with a trip 
to Washington DC on the Eastern Iowa Honor Flight. 
 
Ted also says “Jeri is a man of integrity. He is always willing to 
help others in any way he can.”  After the derecho, Jeri spent 
many hours helping friends and relatives clean up their damaged 
properties. He is often called upon by neighbors needing a little 
help and is always willing to do his part. He grows a massive 
garden and loves to share his produce  Thanks to Jeri, the Middle 
School cross-country team is often rewarded with a watermelon 
feast after a hot practice in the fall. He enjoys volunteering for the 
Alumni Association in any way he can. 

********
Jeri and Barb can be reached at 773 Abbe Hills Road, Mount 
Vernon, IA 52314. Jeri’s email is jmn773@gmail.com and Barb’s 
email is xword417@gmail.com

serviceservice

At left, Barb and Jeri’s son Ted Neal ’91 gives Barb’s acceptance speech. Barb 
was unable to attend the ceremony. At right, Jeri accepting his award from 
nominator and classmate Ted Croy.

HHHHHH
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Community Impact Hall of Fame recipient Scott Peterson, 
Class of 1971 was nominated by his sons and 
Mount Vernon alumni, Evan ‘99 and Tobyn ‘00. 
Evan says that “two words come to mind when 
many people think of Scott Peterson – service 
and Mount Vernon.” 

A life-long resident of Mount Vernon, his father 
Clifford ‘44, he, and his sons Evan ‘99 and 
Tobyn ‘00 all attended Mount Vernon schools. Scott is well 
known around the community for his active involvement in 
organizations while his children were growing up, but more 
importantly for his service to the community while both a mayor 
and councilman, in addition to his position as Mount Vernon’s 
city attorney for over ten years. 
 
Scott graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy in 1975, later 
attending the University of Iowa for his law degree. After the 
Naval Academy, Scott went to naval flight school and was 
assigned to fly SH-2 Seasprite helicopters in the Pacific. When 
his Naval obligation was done, he continued in the Iowa 
National Guard as a UH-1 Huey helicopter pilot, later served 
as the executive officer of an infantry battalion, and completed 
his military career as a state command JAG officer, retiring as 
a Lieutenant Colonel in 1998 after 26 years of military service.
 
While in the guard, he was hired by the Linn County Attorney’s 
office. After nine years there, he entered private practice, 
eventually bringing him to the position of Mount Vernon city 
attorney in which he served for ten years. He then resigned 
from that position to run for City Council In 2007. Scott served 
a term on the council and was then elected mayor in 2011. 
 
In addition to his work at the federal, state, county, and city 
levels, Scott has a long history of volunteer activism and service 
in the Mount Vernon community, including at different times 
being a member of the Parks and Recreation Board, organizer 
and coach for youth basketball, founder and chair of the 
original community center committee, chair of the housing 
commission, member of fire station site committee, member of 
the Booster Club, and member of the American Legion Post.
 
An interesting note from Scott is that his great grandfather 
moved to Mount Vernon from Illinois to be the principal and 
superintendent of the school, leading to three generations of 
Petersons as Mustangs -- father Clifford Peterson ‘44, Scott ‘71, 
and the third generation Scott’s sons Evan and Tobyn.

****************

Scot can be reached at 18617 Jasper Way, Lakeville, MN 
55044 or by email at speterson.mvia@gmail.com

communitycommunity
impactimpact

HHHHHH
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Scott with his nominators and sons, Tobyn Peterson 
‘00 on the left, and Evan Peterson ‘99 on the right. 
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Athletic Hall of Fame recipient Steve Goodall, class of 1983 was nominated by 
his wife, Michelle Goodall. 

An amazing addition to the Athletic Hall of Fame, 
Steve was a high school four-sport athlete in football, 
wrestling, track, and baseball. He earned 11 varsity 
letters, and was a member of seven conference 
championship teams – four wrestling, one football, 
and two track. Eight times he was named a First 
Team All-Conference athlete, was a state qualifier in 
wrestling during his senior year, earned honorable 
mention All-State Football twice, and was a junior 
national qualifier in wrestling. 

High school teammate and MV High School teacher Shawn Voigt ’86 
says “Steve has been an indispensable friend, an accomplished athlete, 
and a successful educator as a teacher, coach, and principal. He was 
talented, but to succeed he needed to work, have discipline, and bounce 
back from adversity.  To me, he embodied the term student-athlete and is 
a shining example of why athletics can be so valuable.”

After high school Steve went on to attend Cornell College, majoring in 
history and secondary education. He attended the University of Northern 
Iowa to earn a Master of Administration in Secondary Education and is 
currently principal of the Compass Alternative High School for Linn Mar 
and Marion School Districts. 

As a Cornell College Ram, Steve was a four-year member of the wrestling 
team, where he earned four individual conference championships, one of 
only eight wrestlers in Cornell’s history to achieve this. Before graduating 
Steve ranked 15th at Cornell with 73.1 career win percentage, was 
named an NCAA Wrestling All-American, and was the recipient of the 
Paul K. Scott Senior Male Athlete of the Year. Steve was inducted into the 
Cornell College Hall of Fame in 2015. During his four years, Steve was 
a member of 4 Midwest Conference Championship Teams and helped 
his team to an impressive four consecutive NCAA Top 25 finishes. Formre 
Cornell coach Steve DeVries says: 
 

“You are aware of Steve’s accomplishments and honors as a 
Mount Vernon and Cornell College student and athlete. These are 
impressive and among the reasons he was honored as Cornell’s 
Male Athlete of the Year in 1987 and was elected to the Cornell 
Hall of Fame in 2015. However, I believe what often does not 
appear evident in these honors are matters of character. 
 
I taught and coached hundreds of young people in my 35 years at 
Cornell College. Steve stands among the very best as a talented and 
dedicated student and athlete. As a college wrestler he committed 
himself to becoming more than a competitor and winner. He was 
a team leader in work ethic, leadership, and loyalty to coaches 
and teammates. He knew how and when to support his teammates 
and carried through on that support. That capacity for loyalty 
and commitment has certainly served him well in his career as an 
education professional.”

In high school Steve was also a participant in Mount Vernon’s Fine Arts 
programs as well. He was a two-year member of the choir and also of 
the cast or crew of  Our Town, Annie Get Your Gun, and Fiddler on the 
Roof . 

************

Steve can be reached at 629 Nilsen Rd NE, Cedar Rapids IA 52402-
2117 or by email at stvgoodall@gmail.com

athletic

HHHHHH

Steve with his wife and nominator, Michelle.
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THE PARADE, STUDENTS, & PEP ASSEMBLY
and  AT THE FOOTBALL FIELD

Reception hosts Jane Colehour 
Pospisil ‘68 and Alumni 
Association Board Member 
Cathy Hufford ‘83.

Homecoming King Gus 
Andrews ‘23 and 
Homecoming Queen Ava 
Dimmer ‘23.

From left to right: Fine Arts recipient Dan Bern ‘77, Service recipients Ted Neal representing 
Barb Thomsen Neal ‘68 (shown at left) and Jeri Neal ‘66, Achievement recipients twin brothers 
Jerry Ringer ‘55 and Larry Ringer ‘55, Community Impact recipient Scott Peterson ‘71, and Athletic 
recipient Steve Goodall ‘83.

Above left, Todd Fackler visiting with his cousin and Community 
Impact recipient Scott Peterson ‘71. At right, former 25-yr School 
Board member and current Mount Vernon mayor Tom Wiesler and 
2018 Hall of Fame recipient Carol Woods-Boren ‘75 visit.

Dennis Allard ‘67 visits with Service recipient 
Jeri Neal ‘66 and Ted Croy ‘66.

Chris Kinley Osborn ‘80, Fine Arts recipient 
Dan Bern ‘77, and Association Board member 
Mary Thomsen ‘75.

Above left, MV High School teacher and alum Shawn Voigt ‘86 visits with Service 
recipient Jeri Neal ‘66. Reception hosts Jane Colehour Pospisil ‘68 and Member Cathy 
Hufford ‘83 serve Jean and Larry Ringer ‘55.

Above left, Lisa Squiers White ‘88 and Brenda Goodall ‘86. 
At right, Mike Smith ‘68 and retired Washington Elementary teacher 
and current School Board President Nannette Gunn get punch.

Association Board 
member Sarah Rife Patten 
‘93 with Hall of Fame 
master of ceremonies and 
father John Rife ‘60 at the 
pep assembly.

Jeri Neal ’66 and daughter 
and Mount Vernon teacher 
Abby Neal Bock ‘99 being 
introduced at the game. 
Abby represented her mom 
Barb Thomsen Neal ‘68.

In the parade riding in their 
Corvettes, at left Achievement 
recipient Jerry Ringer ‘55 along 
with his wife Carole, at right Athletic 
recipient Steve Goodall ‘83.

1977 classmates Barb Harms Tepper, Ann Lehman 
Currie, Dan Bern and Pat Reilly.

Above left, Association Treasurer Susan Mounts Fisher 
‘65 and Athletic recipient Steve Goodall ‘83. Above 
right Carole Ringer, wife of Jerry, and Roger Schnittjer 
‘56. Roger represented nominator Dave Van Metre ‘55 
during the Hall of Fame events.

Bottom right, Achievement 
recipients Jerry and Larry 
Ringer ‘55 along with 
Service recipient Jeri Neal 
‘66 and Alumni Association 
Vice President John Pospisil 
‘66 enjoy the game from the 
Alumni tent.
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ALUMNI 
HALL OF
FAME

How will we ever choose just 
five people out of the many 
deserving alums of Mount 
Vernon Schools? We’ll let the 
Selection Committee sweat 
about that -- just get in your 
nominations! 

Hall of Fame winners will 
be announced in July and 
presented during Homecoming 
weekend, but please don’t 
wait! We encourage you to fill 
out this nomination form and 
mail it in.

If you don’t know all the 
qualifications for the person 
you are nominating, fill in as 
best as you can or work with 
your nominee. We will also 
mail a questionaire to each 
nominee.

DEADLINE IS A MAY 1 
POSTMARK -- GET YOURS 
IN THE MAIL NOW!
‘The Spirit Lives On In You

2023 MOUNT VERNON ALUMNI HALL OF FAME NOMINATION FORM
Name of person I would like considered for an award(s): ________________________________________________________

His/Her address (if known) __________________________________________________________________________________________

His/Her phone (if known) ___________________________________________________________________________________________  

Select Desired MVCSD Alumni Hall of Fame Award(s):    
     o Achievement      o Service     o Mount Vernon Community Impact (service)      o Fine Arts      o Athletics

Description of Qualifications (Attach additional pages as necessary): (Note: a questionaire will be sent to your nominee)

Name of Person Submitting the Nomination: ____________________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Daytime Telephone (___________)____________________________ Home Telephone (________) ________________________________

Email  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

All awards will be granted based on nominations, which can be submitted by mail using this form, or online at 
www.mvalumni.org. Nominations will be reviewed and selected by the Selection Committee, and approved by the Alumni 
Association Board. Nominations are held. Questions - 319-389-8602 Kathy, or alumni@mvcsd.org
Send this form postmarked by May 1 to: Alumni Association, 525 Palisades Rd SW, Mount Vernon, IA 52314.
**Elected or appointed members of the Alumni Association Board are not eligible during their term of service.

MVCSD Alumni Achievement Hall of Fame
Given to alumni who have earned 
recognition for their achievements 
antributions in their professional life.
Criteria:
Criteria:
• Demonstrates a high level of achievement 

in his/her civilian or military field and 
makes significant contributions to that 
field.

• Exhibits high moral character.

MVCSD Alumni Service Hall of Fame
Given to alumni for specific and meritorious 
service to the MVCSD Alumni Association, 
or any other not-for-profit organization.  
Criteria:
• Service must be for a not-for-profit orga-

nization in a non-compensated capacity.
• Exhibits high moral character.

MVCSD Community Impact Hall of Fame 
Awarded to alumni who should be rewarded for their service 
impact on the Mount Vernon Community.
Criteria:
•  Significant  service contributions either while in school and/

or post-high-school to the Mount Vernon Community.
•  Service may be for any purpose.
•  Service may be in a non-compensated or a compensated 

capacity.  
Other considerations:
•  Outstanding character and leadership.
•  Exhibits high moral character.

MVCSD Fine Arts Hall of Fame
Awarded to alumni with exceptional accomplishment in the 
fine arts while attending Mount Vernon High School.  
Criteria:
• Significant contributions in his/her fine arts area.
• Conference honors and/or All-State recognition, or 

equivalent.
• Superior ratings earned in competition.
• Major roles in theater productions, solos,etc.
Other considerations:
• Outstanding character and leadership.
• Successful participation in college and/or post-college.
• Major roles in theater productions, solos, etc. after high
 school.
• College scholarships in the fine arts disciplines.

MVCSD Athletic Hall of Fame
Awarded to alumni with exceptional accomplishment in 
athletics while attending Mount Vernon High School.  Criteria:
• Statistical records and/or awards received.
• All-Conference All-State and/or state 
 championships earned.
Other considerations:
• Outstanding character and leadership.
• Successful participation in college and/or professional  

athletics.

MAIL BY MAY 1

NOTE: If you have already submitted a 
nomination, you do not need to resubmit, 
and your nominee will be considered for an 
award this year. 

All nominees must be an aluma of Mount 
Vernon High School at least 28 years of age.
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Mount  Vernon  CoMMunity  SChool  DiStriCt

Hall Of fame
AluMni ASSoCiAtion
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2008

 Dr. James Jean Minish Gary Marcia
 Croft’47 Stoner’37 Knutsen’65 Russell’89

 ACHIEVEMENT SERVICE ATHLETIC FINE ARTS

HH
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 Richard Treva Moore Paul Kristin
 Bowman’58 Heiser’50 Hufford’80 Stewart’99

 ACHIEVEMENT SERVICE ATHLETIC FINE ARTS
2009

HH
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2010

 Leo David Joy Elizabeth
 Beranek’31 Van Metre’55 Jordan’87 Stoner’97

 ACHIEVEMENT SERVICE ATHLETIC FINE ARTS

HH
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H
2011

 John Millicent Hoggard Randy Mark
 Rife’60 Zenishek’47 Hoidahl’61 Benesh’83

 ACHIEVEMENT SERVICE ATHLETIC FINE ARTS

HH
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2012

 Graham Dolores ‘De De’ John Margaret ‘Maggie’
 Harman’86 Staskal Hicks’50 Hearn’75 Quinn Ellison’62

 ACHIEVEMENT SERVICE ATHLETIC FINE ARTS

HH
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2013

 ACHIEVEMENT SERVICE ATHLETIC FINE ARTS COMMUNITY IMPACT

 Darla Stoltz Richard Dennis William Karen Jilovec
 Templeton’64 McKeen’51 Wolrab’64 Pringle’72 Martin’57

HH
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2014

 ACHIEVEMENT SERVICE ATHLETIC FINE ARTS COMMUNITY IMPACT

 Lindsey Myrt Clark Greg Paula Ann
 Borg’83 Bowers’57 Randall’82 Holcomb’72 Koppenhaver’78

HH
H HH

H
2015

 ACHIEVEMENT SERVICE ATHLETIC FINE ARTS COMMUNITY IMPACT

 Joan Chris Deb Winchip Alex Dan
 Suchomel’74 Lyon’81 Douglass’86 Morf’99 Gaines’77

HH
H HH

H
2016

  Carol Croft Vic Richard
  Kent’51 Wallace’61 Nelson’50
  

MOUNT VERNON COMMUNITY IMPACT

The Stompers: Bill Bauman’66, Steve Edwards’65, Brian Harman’69, 
Greg Harman’65, and Randy Harman’68

ACHIEVEMENT    SERVICE        ATHLETIC      FINE ARTS

COMMUNITY IMPACT

Reverend Monsignor

Thomas
Zinkula’75

HH
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H
2017

 ACHIEVEMENT SERVICE ATHLETIC FINE ARTS COMMUNITY IMPACT

 Mark Janet Johnston Matt John Becky Thumm Whitman’77
 Hylbak’73 McCannon’55 Kroul’04 Gaston’82 Kevin Whitman’78

HALLHALL  OFOF  FAMEFAME  HISTORYHISTORY

HH
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2013

 ACHIEVEMENT SERVICE ATHLETIC FINE ARTS COMMUNITY IMPACT

 Darla Stoltz Richard Dennis William Karen Jilovec
 Templeton’64 McKeen’51 Wolrab’64 Pringle’72 Martin’57

HH
H HH

H
2014

 ACHIEVEMENT SERVICE ATHLETIC FINE ARTS COMMUNITY IMPACT

 Lindsey Myrt Clark Greg Paula Ann
 Borg’83 Bowers’57 Randall’82 Holcomb’72 Koppenhaver’78

HH
H HH

H
2018

 ACHIEVEMENT SERVICE ATHLETIC FINE ARTS COMMUNITY IMPACT

 Michael Matthew Carol Dewane Mike
 Bowers’87 Borg’90 Woods-Boren’75 Hughes’88 Smith’68

HHHH
HH HHHH

HH
2019

                  ACHIEVEMENT         SERVICE          ATHLETIC     FINE ARTS    COMMUNITY IMPACTACHIEVEMENT         SERVICE          ATHLETIC     FINE ARTS    COMMUNITY IMPACT

 Lloyd Michael Robert Sadie Busse‘90 Richard
 Duffe‘51 Seiler‘67 Bowman‘58 (Sarah Martin) Moore‘52

HHHH
HH HHHH

HH
2020

                  ACHIEVEMENT         SERVICE  ATHLETIC FINE ARTS    COMMUNITY IMPACTACHIEVEMENT         SERVICE  ATHLETIC FINE ARTS    COMMUNITY IMPACT

 Peter Scot Steve Braden Sonia 
 Kollman ‘62 Christensen ‘78 Andrew ‘68 Pospisil Rood ‘93 Essex Redmond ‘82

HHHH
HH HHHH

HH
2021

  ACHIEVEMENT SERVICE ATHLETIC FINE ARTS    COMMUNITY IMPACTACHIEVEMENT SERVICE ATHLETIC FINE ARTS    COMMUNITY IMPACT

 Phoebe Crystal Cardon Shelby Jefferson Gwen Stewart
 Ball ‘91 Eskelsen ‘93 Kintzel ‘09 White ‘08 Drahos ‘70

HHHH
HH HHHH

HH
2022

  ACHIEVEMENT SERVICE ATHLETIC FINE ARTS    COMMUNITY IMPACTACHIEVEMENT SERVICE ATHLETIC FINE ARTS    COMMUNITY IMPACT

 Larry Jerry Jeri Barb Thomsen Steve Dan Scott
 Ringer ‘55 Ringer ‘55 Neal ’66  Neal ‘68 Goodall’83 Bern ‘77 Peterson ‘71
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                    50th Celebration                    50th Celebration
1973 State Championship Boys 1973 State Championship Boys 

Basketball Team Celebrates 50 years!Basketball Team Celebrates 50 years!

THANK YOU -- So many people had a hand in the 1973 State Basketball Team 
celebration -- Coach Landis, Mark Kerr, Lynette Landis Nugent ‘79, MV High School 
Basketball Coach Derek Roberts and his high school team, MV Activities Director Matt 
Thede and Activities Secretary Valerie Binsfield, High School Principal Steve Brand, 
Superintendent Greg Batenhorst, Instructor JoAnn Gage and the ‘Mustang Moon’ 
staff, Custodian Steve Miller, Christine Hanson Starkweather ‘73 and classmates, 
Kevin Smith ‘73 for the mini-basketballs, cookie donors, ‘MVL Sun’ staff writer Trent 
Bowman, and many more! Thank you to MV Alumni Association Board member and 
1975 alum Mary Thomsen for hosting the reception held after the varsity basketball 
game.

Editor’s Note: Excerpt of article by Trent 
Bowman from the December 1, 2022 
issue of the MVL Sun
www.eastcentraliowanews.com
Thank you to JoAnn Gage and the High 
School Journalism Department, alum Jeff 
Werling, and Activities Secretary Val 
Binsfield for these photos.

To hear the people involved tell the 
story, it doesn’t seem possible 50 years 
have passed since the Mount Vernon 
Mustangs basketball team made history
and won the state championship, but 
the facts are the facts. It was mid-March 
of 1973, months shy of a half a century
ago, when head coach Bob Landis led 
the first team from Mount Vernon to win 
the state championship in its history. 
It became clear early on in the ‘73 
season this was no ordinary team, led 
by no ordinary coach. 

Success soon found the coach and 
the team, and the pieces of the 1973 
championship team began falling into 
place the season before. 

THE BIG YEAR
Christine Hanson Starkweather ‘73 
remembers the year fondly. The team 
was slowly — and decisively — winning 
each game they played, rated tops 
in Class A, and excitement started to 
build. “It was kind of a big deal, all 
the way through the whole season. For 
them, and for Mr. Landis, I’m sure,” 
Starkweather said. “The whole school 
was just really excited. And really 
backing the team, and supporting them. 
There were big turnouts at the games,” 
she recalled. 

“The places were always packed,” 
said Kerr ‘73. “As we went along and 
won games, and with quite a bit of 
ease, there was always in the back of 
your mind that would end. That you 
could get upset,” Kerr said. Still, they 
were beating teams by a large margin 
every game, and Coach Landis was 
undeterred. The closest a team had 
come to beating them all year was 
Wyoming, the coach said, who lost to 
the Mustangs by seven points. “Other 
than that, nobody was even close.” 

Top: left to right Mark Walden ‘74, Aaron Van Dyke ‘75, Brian Dake ‘75, Jeff 
Werling ‘73, Phil Rilett ‘74, Mark Sargent ‘74, Clint Landis ‘80, Kenny Pospisil ‘68
Bottom picture left to right:  Mark Whitley ‘75, Mike Hufford ‘79 representiing Hal 
Hufford ‘73, Dirk Larsen ‘73, Ann Dvorak Ash ‘74, Linette Stewart Geissler ‘73 , Reid 
Goodrich ‘73, Ken Landis ‘75, Paul Brown ‘73, Mark Kerr ‘73, David Brokel ‘73

CONNECT 
WITH THE 
SCHOOL

www.youtube.com/user/MVHSroom208
themustangmoon.com
twitter.com/TheMustangMoon…
www.facebook.com/TheMustangMoon/
District and individual schools website is at www.mvcsd.org
‘MUSTANG VISION’ GoMVStangs.org
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Photos from the December 3 reunion at right:  
- At top Jeff Werling ‘73 and Phil Rilett ‘74 pose 

with their state trophy underneath the artistic 
rendering of their 1973 state basketball win 
that hangs in the entryway of Mount Vernon 
High School. The artwork was created by 
Mark Benesh ‘83 when the school opened in 
2006. 

- Bottom leftt is Coach Landis being introduced 
by MV Activities Director Matt Thede 

- Bottom right Alumni Association hosted the 
reception after the game, and board member 
Mary Thomsen ‘75 is hostess. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Photos and excerpt 
from article by Nathan Countryman in 
the December 1, 2022 issue of the MVL 
Sun.  www.eastcentraliowanews.com

Christine Rebhuhn, now a 
New York artist, has been 
commissioned to create 
artwork to hang in the 
enryway at the new Buresh 
Wellness Center in Mount 
Vernon. This picture shows 
her proposal of the finished 
piece.

Rebhuhn said that she estimated the 
final piece could be in the neighbor-
hood of 500 pounds in weight. The 
piece will use an 1890 Steinway grand 
piano, provided by classmate Zach 
Bostwick ‘05. Rebhuhn did a previous 
piece with a piano that Bostwick 
provided after they met in April 2020. 
That piece led to Rebhuhn opening her 
first solo exhibit in New York City in 
2021. “That piece marked a significant 
turning point in my career,” Rebhuhn 
said, in background on the piece. “That 
chance encounter, which seemingly 
happens a lot in Mount Vernon, 
changed the course of my work, and I 
am forever imprinted by that series of 
events.” 

At the Monday, Nov. 21, city council 
meeting, council member Craig Engel 
said he was excited about this piece. 
“The council has always wanted to 
promote local artists, patrons and 
merchants,” Engel said. “Even when 
we’re looking for large pieces of art, 
we want people who have connections 
and roots to the area.” Council member 
Paul Tuerler appreciated Rebhuhn 
documenting the creation of the piece 
as well, to help people years later 
remember and connect to the piece and 
why it was installed.

■ CHRISTINE REBHUHN ‘07

A DIVISION OF

 www.mvlsun.com

Mount Vernon-Lisbon

Lisbon rolls to opening game win 
Page 12A

1973 Championship team 
honored Saturday
Page 3A

Gift Guide
Page 8-11A

Mount Vernon Family Dentistry 
site plan approved
Page 2A
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DECEMBER MUSIC
DEC 1 OPEN MIC W/ J. KNIGHT 6-8 PM
DEC 2 THE BETTER HALVES 6:30-8:30 PM
DEC 3 CLOSED FOR PRIVATE PARTY
DEC 4 ROOTS OF RHYTHM BRUNCH 11:30 AM-1:30 PM
DEC 4 FRANKIE & THE KINFOLK 3-5 PM
DEC 8 OPEN MIC W/J. KNIGHT 6-8 PM
DEC 9 LASGANA DINNER NIC ARP TRIO 6:30-8-30 PM
DEC 10 FLASH IN A POAN 6-8 PM
DEC 11 JAZZ BURNCH W/BLAK SHAW 11:30 AM-1:30 PM
DEC 11 DAVE ZOLLO 3-5 PM
DEC 15 OPEN MIC W/J. KNIGHT 6-8 PM
DEC 16 MIKE PANCK & THE ELECTRIC KOOL AID 6:30-8:30 PM
DEC 17 ANNIE SAVAGE 6-8 PM

DEC 18 IRISH BRUNCH MIKE MAAS CARLOS FAUROT 11:30 AM-1:30 PM
DEC 18 NICK STIKA 3-5 PM
DEC 22 OPEN MIC W/J. KNIGHT 6-8 PM
DEC 23 HART - PARKER 6:30-8:30 PM
DEC 30 NUTSY TURTLE & LORI G 6:30-8:30 PM
DEC 31 NYE DINNER 6-8 PM

By Nathan Countryman
Nathan.Countryman@wcinet.com

An artist with local ties will be com-
pleting one of the art pieces for the Les-
ter Buresh Family Community Wellness 
Center.

Christine Rebhuhn, 
a Mount Vernon school 
alum and New York art-
ist, presented a proposal 
for the artwork at the 
Monday, Nov. 21, city 
council meeting.

City administrator 
Chris Nosbisch said the 
design for the Buresh 
Center included art-
work.

“We have a piece of art for the exte-
rior we still need to commission,” Nos-
bisch said. “We were delayed because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic on some of 
these art pieces, and this is one of the 
pieces we have promised.”

Rebhuhn’s piece will be hung in the 
entryway of the wellness center. That 
choice was to keep the piece from be-
ing damaged as much as possible in the 
center.

Rebhuhn presented two bids to the 
city, one if the project was constructed in 
the Mount Vernon and Iowa City com-
munities, and one if the artwork has to 
be finished in New York and potentially 
transported back to the Midwest.

One of Rebhuhn’s needs for the proj-
ect – finding a shop space to work at for 
one to two months locally for the fab-
rication of the piece, which will require 
some lacquer painting and work to con-
struct before it is officially hung in the 
Buresh Center. If she is unable to find 
a studio space locally, she will have to 
complete most the work at her studio in 
New York and then transport the work 
to Mount Vernon for installation.

Her other concern was finding a 
structural engineer she can work with 

Art piece being 

developed for 

Buresh Center
MV alum designing piece 
for wellness center to be 
completed this spring

By Nathan Countryman
Nathan.Countryman@wcinet.com

Magical Night Is returning to 
Mount Vernon tonight (Thursday, 
Dec. 1), from 5 to 8 p.m.

The event will be in-person in up-
town Mount Vernon, with numerous 
stops hosting events tonight.

“After a break from in-person ac-
tivities due to the pandemic, the Mag-
ical Night Committee is pleased to 
announce the return to a live, in-per-
son Magical Night event on the streets 
of Uptown Mount Vernon,” said Joe 
Jennison, Director of Main Street and 

Marketing for the Mount Vernon-Lis-
bon Community Development Group 
(CDG).

The night kicks off with the light-
ing of First Street Community Center 
at 5 p.m., with Santa Claus himself 
flipping the switch. That will follow 
with a Christmas carol sing-along, led 
by The Spirit of Christmas Carolers.

Dance Arts Iowa will host their 
holiday showcase with two shows at 
6:30 p.m. and 7:15 p.m. There will also 
be an art exhibit in the gymnasium, 
featuring artwork by Mount Vernon 

Magical Night returns tonight
ROAD CLOSURES

With the return to a live in-person Magical 
Night festival, First Street will be closed for a 
number of blocks.

First Steet West will close from Highway 1 to 
Fifth Avenue during the course of the evening, 
including the crossings at Second Street, Third 
Street and Fourth Street. First Street East will 
be closed from B Avenue Southeast to Hwy. 
1. The closures will begin at roughly 4:30 p.m., 
with the roads to open again at 8 p.m., after 
the festival has concluded. Hwy. 1 will remain 
active during the street closure, so families are 
encouraged to use caution when crossing the 
roadway.

Shop Small Saturday
Uptown Mount Vernon was bustling 

with shoppers for the second annual 
Shop Small Saturday in uptown Mount 
Vernon, Saturday, Nov. 26. 

The Shop Smaller Market in uptown 
Mount Vernon at the First Street Com-
munity Center gymnasium hadd a busy 
morning beginning at 10 a.m.

As well, people came to check out 
Iron Leaf Press’s new business location 
in uptown Mount Vernon, which now 
hosts her historic presses and plenty of 
retail space, a job that took right up to 
the Wednesday before Thanksgiving 
to be completed, according to Danielle 
Chargo. 

This week also sees our area gift 
guide pages printing. Those pages are 
8A-11A.

Nathan Countryman | Staff photo

A shopper checks out wares at Scarlett Boutique in uptown Mount Vernon Saturday morning.

A 
shopper 
looks 
at items 
at Right 
Frame 
of Mind 
Saturday, 
Nov. 26.

The Shop 
Smaller 
Market was 
bustling 
Nov. 26. 
The market 
will return 
with 
another 
weekend 
Saturday, 
Dec. 10.

Shoppers check out the new Iron Leaf 
Press location Saturday, Nov. 26.

See ART PIECE, page 19A

Christine  
Rebhuhn

See MAGICAL NIGHT, page 20A

In early March, the team learned they were truly going to represent their school at 
the state tournament at Des Moines’ Veterans Memorial Auditorium. “It was almost 
‘Hoosier’-like,” Kerr said of the town’s mood during the tournament. “Because 
everybody would close downtown. There wasn’t much else going on.” “When state 
happened, I think they called off school, and let us go down to Des Moines to watch 
the games. It was a really big, big deal,” Starkweather recalled. “The whole town 
was pretty much excited about it at that point.” Kerr remembers the view from the bus 
on the ride to Des Moines. “I remember coming up the incline south of town where 
you can actually turn around and see all the way down Highway 1. I turned around, 
and it was solid cars and that’s when I thought, ‘Wow, that’s a caravan!’”

Coach Landis, at 90, seemed to have the clearest recollection of the experience in 
Des Moines of all. “We went there the first of the week,” he said. “The first game
was on Tuesday, and we stayed there the whole week and left Sunday morning.
“It was a great experience for the kids, as well, because they got to eat out at 
restaurants and go downtown,” said Landis. This isn’t to say the week was perfect. 
Star player Phil Rilett ‘74, a junior, came down with a bad stomach bug, and was 
unable to participate much in the tournament.  Walking into Vets Auditorium for the 
first time, said Landis, “was an experience, to say the least.” The team defeated 
Belmond in the first round 73-66. A Friday night matchup with Solon ended with 
the Mustangs winning 75-56, and advancing to the championship the following 
night. They found themselves toe-to-toe with the number three-ranked H.L.V. Saturday 
evening, the only other undefeated team. A team with a perfect season had never 
won the state championship before. Whoever won would change all of that. 
Mount Vernon and H.L.V. played a tight game all night that went into overtime. The 
Mustangs were largely without the ill Rilett, and Jeff Werling, ‘73 another stalwart 
for the team, was called for four fouls in the first half. “It was the poorest game we 
played all year,” Coach Landis said. Nevertheless, the Mustangs scraped by 67-64, 
and changed Iowa basketball history. The team was welcomed back to the school as 
heroes the following day, with a 2 p.m. rally in the school gymnasium at which the 
mayor spoke.

Hal Hufford and Jeff Werling were selected for the all-tournament team. Following the 
tournament, Kerr remembered his coach and teacher, whom he described as “sharp 
as a tack” and “emotional”, was clearly proud of their accomplishment.  Eventually, 
the team graduated, and began to spread out around the country, with players like 
Rilett and Werling going on to play at the 
collegiate level. 

Sadly, the team was without two of its key 
players in Randy Rundle ‘74 and Hal Hufford 
‘73 at the 50th celebration. Rundle passed 
away two years ago, while Hufford passed 
in the last year. Hufford was represented by 
younger brother Mike Hufford ‘79. 

Fellow 1973 classmate Kevin Smith purchased 
mini “Mount Vernon Mustangs” basketballs the 
team threw out to the December 3rd crowd.

Mustangs...what are 
they doing now?
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Best time all year to see many people you know at our traditional Alumni-Community 
breakfast from 8-10 am at the High School or uptown at Heritage Days. Watch for 

more information to come about alumni-community events during Heritage Days

SATURDAY, JULY  8SATURDAY, JULY  8

Join Us At Heritage Join Us At Heritage 
DayDay 2023 2023

Mustangs...what are they doing now?

■ JACK COCHRANE ‘17

EDITOR’S NOTE: See complete article by Raven Moore, Iowa City Press-Citizen   
October 28, 2022, online at press-citizen.com

From being underrecruited out of high school to going undrafted in the 2022 NFL 
Draft, it would have been easy for Jack Cochrane to give up on his football dreams.
But quitting has never been in the 23-year-old linebacker's DNA. His perseverance 
paid off as he now plays for the NFL's Kansas City Chiefs.

Growing up in Mount Vernon, Cochrane's love of sports came naturally as he 
participated in multiple different activities for much of his life. Thriving on competition, 
he got his fill playing with and/or against future college and NFL stars like offensive 
lineman Tristan Wirfs, offensive lineman Tyler Linderbaum, quarterback Cam Miller 
and linebacker Adam Bock. Surrounded by so much talent in a 10-mile radius, 
Cochrane said it all comes from how people in the area are raised. “There is just a 
unique environment of people around Solon and Mount Vernon,” Cochrane said. 
“There are a lot of really good families and kids raised with the expectation that they 
are going to do the right things and try their best. As a result, you see an unusual 
amount of success come out of that area.” Unfortunately, it can be difficult to catch the 
eyes of big colleges when you're from a small town.

This was the case for Cochrane, who found that as his high school career with the 
Mustangs was coming to an end, college offers were few and far between. “I was 
pretty unrecruited coming out of high school," Cochrane said. "I was playing safety, 
running back and wide receiver, which were not positions a lot of colleges thought I 
was going to play. I got an offer from South Dakota, and I ended up taking it.”

Playing at the college level presented a challenge of its own. The Coyotes' coaching 
staff wanted him to transition to linebacker. “Obviously, it was different because I 
had to learn how to read the line of scrimmage and react quicker because there was 
less space, but I would say that I adapted decently well.” That experience playing 
both positions paid off for Cochrane as he went on to have a remarkable career 
at South Dakota. In addition to being voted a team captain three times, he racked 
up 327 tackles (sixth most in program history), 23 tackles for loss, five sacks, four 
interceptions and 10 pass deflections.

As a senior, he was named MVFC 
(Missouri Valley Football Conference) 
Scholar Athlete of the Year, was selected 
to the first-team MVFC All-Academic 
Team, and was a first-team All-MVFC 
selection.

Cochrane did not hear his name called 
during the 2022 NFL Draft. Familiar 
with the feeling of being overlooked, 
Cochrane said that rather than let it 
get him down he had to adapt. After 
hearing offers from several NFL teams 
who hoped to sign him after the draft, 
Cochrane decided that the Kansas City 
Chiefs were the best fit for him. “Going 
through the pre-draft process, I got to 
speak with different coaches and other 
staff members around the organization,” 
Cochrane said. “The values that 
people here have really spoke to me. 
Obviously, the level of success that they 
have had over the past decade spoke 
for itself. So this was something that I 
wanted to be a part of and I have loved 
it since I have been here.”

Cochrane did not make the team's initial 
53-man roster but was signed to Kansas 
City's practice squad. He was activated 
Sept. 13, a moment that brought him 
short-lived excitement. "It was cool, 
but I knew that I had to get back to 
work,” Cochrane said. “Obviously, it 
was something that I have dreamed 
about since I was a kid, but it was a 
short moment. It was great to know that 
I was going to play in an NFL game, 
but I knew that I had to prepare and 
be ready to go. The old adage is that 
the NFL stands for ‘Not For Long’ so if 
you do not go out there and prove you 
belong every week, you are missing 
out on an opportunity. ” Cochrane 
registered his first career tackle during 
the Chiefs' Week 4 Sunday night game 
against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. The 
most memorable moment of the night 
may have come after the game when 
Cochrane caught up with his lifelong 
friend Tristan Wirfs, a Tampa Bay 
offensive lineman. 

Cochrane said it felt like a culmination 
of both players' hard work. “It was a 
pretty surreal moment,” Cochrane said. 
“I have played every sport with Tristan 
since we were four or five years old. 
So I cannot really explain how that 

Two of 110 Mount Vernon High School Class of 2017 classmates, Jack Cochrane #43 of the Kansas 
City Chiefs and Tristan Wirfs #78 of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers faced each other on October 2, 
2022. Photos above, at left from the Iowa City Press-Citizen, and at right from Twitter by Tristan Wirfs 
(jersey picture taken by Tori Richman @toririchman_photography).
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■ SOPHIA ANDREWS ‘21

Editor’s Note: See complete article in 
the August 4, 2022 issue of the MVL  
Sun, by Nathan Countryman, 
www.eastcentraliowanews.com

Sophia Andrews ‘21 
from Mount Vernon, 
recently returned from 
10 months of service 
with Americorps. 
Andrews’ service 
took her to Habitat 
for Humanity in 
Kauai, Hawaii, Sierrra Resource 
Conservation Center in Fresno, 
Calif., and World Relief and 
International Aid in Sacramento, 
Calif.

Andrews said she had been involved 
in social justice issues, including 
the Black Live Matter movement at 
the start of the pandemic, and was 
interested in more activism after high 
school when she stumbled on the 
Americorps organization. “I wanted 
to do more to help community issues 
and be part of the change I wanted 
to see in the world,”  Andrews 
said. Sophia was part of a 6-to-10 
member team that worked at the 
three locations, spending roughly 
seven to 12 weeks at each location, 
working on projects.

Mount Vernon-Lisbon SunPAGE 2A | THURSDAY, AUGUST 4, 2022 NEWS
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PERSONAL TRAINING
SUMMER SPECIAL 

Now is a great me to take 
advantage of 25% off all 

personal training packages!
Offer ends September 1st!

Call 319-895-9513 to schedule an appointment 
with one of our personal trainers.

30’x40’x10’4”…$13,100 
40’x60’x14’4”…$24,150 

60’x100’x16’4”…$50,145
Owner - Matt Path
General Contractor

Design Build - 
Consultants

321 Novak Rd. Unit A-2, Lisbon, IA
319-455-4001 or 319-560-2290

800-737-2480
pathconstructioninc.com

Path Buildings

(Prices include tax, freight, 
materials and labor.)
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=2
74
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30’x40’x10’4”...$21,658
40’x60’x14’4”...$38,008
60’x99’x16’4”...$76,184

Matt Path
General Contractor 

Design Build - 
Consultants

321 Novak Rd. Unit A-2, Lisbon, IA
319-455-4001 or 319-560-2290

800-737-2480
pathconstructioninc.com

Building America for 30 years!

Lisbon parks and 
recreation sign-ups

Lisbon parks and rec-
reation is taking sign ups 
for fall soccer and football 
leagues. The fall soccer is 
open for pre-k through 
sixth graders, and will 
have co-ed teams. Flag 
football leagues are open 
to youth in first through 
sixth grade, and will be 
co-ed teams. Intro to flag 
football is open to youth 
in alternative kindergar-
ten through kindergar-
ten.

Registration forms are 
available at Lisbon City 
Hall at 115 N. Washing-
ton St. or www.cityoflis-
bon-ia.gov.

Sign-up deadline is 

Friday, Aug. 12. No new 
registrations will be ac-
cepted after Monday, 
Aug. 15. Questions? Con-
tact Lisbon City Hall at 
utilitybillingclerk@city-
oflisbon-ia.gove or by 
calling 319-455-2459.

Mount Vernon  
pool movie night

The final Mount Ver-
non pool night will be 
held Friday, Aug. 19, 
from 9 to 11 p.m. Free 
popcorn and a glow 
bracelet will be available 
to all participants. The 
movie being shown will 
be Lightyear. The movie 
is free to all season pass 
holders or $6 per person 
without a season pass.

By Nathan Countryman
nathan.countryman@wcinet.com

Mount Vernon resident 
Sophia Andrews recently 
returned from 10 months of 
service with Americorps.

Andrews’ service took 
her to Kauai Habitat for Hu-
manity in Kauai, Hawaii, 
Sierrra Resource Conserva-
tion Center in Fresno, Calif., 
and World Relief and Inter-
national Aid in Sacramento, 
Calif.

Andrews said she had 
been involved in social jus-
tice issues, including the 
Black Live Matter move-
ment at the start of the pan-
demic, and was interested 
in more activism after high 
school when she stumbled 
on the Americorps organi-
zation.

“I wanted to do more to 
help community issues and 
be part of the change I want-
ed to see in the world,” An-
drews said.

Andrews was part of a 
6-to-10 member team that 
worked at the three loca-
tions, spending roughly 
seven to 12 weeks at each lo-
cation, working on projects 
for the organizations.

Tasks the group helped 
with included disaster 
response, infrastructure 
improvements, helping 
refugees resettle into the 
community and working on 
electricity and environmen-
tal issues.

One of the key lessons 
she learned – communica-
tion is one of the most im-
portant things for any group 
to function.

“Even if we didn’t all 
agree on the way something 
should be done, it was im-
portant we came to a mutu-
al understanding and found 
ways to work with each oth-
er,” Andrews said.

Some of the challenges 
Andrews said she found 
was the unpredictable na-
ture of what they might 
tackle in a day.

“We might have been 
working on a task the day 
before, and the next day we 
were working on something 
different,” Andrews said.

The other challenge was 
the isolation from family 
and friends.

“I knew that my time 
with family and friends 
would be limited when 
I joined Americorps, but 

there were just times where 
I missed my family here,” 
Andrews said. “There were 
times I’d just be in unfamil-
iar places without a lot of 
people I knew. When that 
happened, it was important 
to maintain the relationships 
with the people in my team 
and let them know what I 
was going through.”

Her favorite project was 
working with World Relief 
and International Aid.

“With that organization, 
we were helping to resettle 
refugees in the Sacramento 
area,” Andrews said. “That 
work really required so 
much empathy and work-
ing with other community 
organizations to make sure 
the needs were taken care 
of.”

She said she also did a lot 
more administrative work, 
customer service and front 

desk duties in that role.
The Sierra Resource Cen-

ter work was spent cleaning 
up potential burn materials 
around properties in the 
Fresno area.

“It was a lot of tedious 
work, but the people were 
always so grateful to see us 
show up and I was always 
amazed at how much we 
could get done in a day’s 
work,” she said. “It taught 
me how to do a lot of hard 
things.”

She loved the opportu-
nity to visit three different 
portions of the United States 
and get to see different com-
munities and walks of life.

“Every day felt like a new 
adventure,” Andrews said. 
“I learned a lot in this very 
immersive program.”

Andrews said that she 
wants to focus on more cre-
ative outlets, like singing 
and performance art.

She is learning more 
about music production on-
line, and hopes to move to a 
community with people on 
a similar journey.

Andrews definitely rec-
ommends students in high 
school consider the Amer-
icorps program, especially 
if they aren’t sure college is 
right for them or what their 
future plans are.

“If you’re unsure of your 
next steps, this will at least 
give you an opportunity to 
help serve some of the un-
derserved communities,” 
she said.

Mount Vernon resident returns 

from Americorps service 

While serving with the Sierra 
Resource Conservation 
District, Sophia Andrews 
used a pole saw to limb low 
hanging branches from a 
tree and ensure that wildfire 
won’t enter the canopy.

While serving with the 
Kauai Habitat for Humanity, 
Sophia Andrews worked 
at the KHFH ReStore 
organized clothing and 
other store items by tagging 
them for discounts.

— Contributed photo

While serving with the International Rescue Committee, Sophia Andrews harvested 
beets and performed other maintenance tasks for a community garden.

While serving with the 
International Rescue 
Committee, Sophia 
Andrews performed 
administrative tasks 
such as data entry and 
transcribing documents for 
various departments.

The City of Mount 
Vernon will host a public 
meeting to continue the 
discussion of the way-
finding signage study 
which was introduced in 
May of 2022. The study 
will consider and devel-
op a new informational 
and directional signage 
system for Mount Ver-
non. The signage study 
may also recommend 
markers, gateways, and 
other wayfinding ele-
ments to complement the 
overall signage system. 
The study will look to 
establish a common aes-
thetic with material vo-
cabulary for wayfinding 
elements throughout the 
community with a focus 
on drawing visitors into 
downtown Mount Ver-
non from the new High-
way 30 interchange.

The public meeting 

will be held on Monday, 
Aug. 22, beginning at 
6:30 p.m. The meeting 
will be held in the meet-
ing room at the Mount 
Vernon-Lisbon Police 
Department located at 
380 Old Lincoln High-
way, Mount Vernon.

Members of the public 
are invited to attend these 
meetings and will be pro-
vided with an opportuni-
ty to engage and provide 
input on this study.

Questions regarding 
the meeting may be di-
rected to:

Chris Nosbisch, City 
Manager

City of Mount Vernon
City Hall
213 First St. NW
Mount Vernon, IA 

52314
Phone: 319-895-8742
Email: cnosbisch@city-

ofmtvernon-ia.gov

City of Mount Vernon 

to hold continued 

discussion of wayfinding

MUSTANG ACTIVITIES COMPLEX UPDATE...
The latest sign of progress in the Mount Vernon Community School District is hard to 
miss, as construction of the new Mustang Activities Complex is underway! This project 
would not have been possible without the great generosity of many of you, and we offer 
a big thank you to all who have made donations in support of the project.  The project is 
being financed through a combination of a facilities loan, district facility funds, and over $2 
million in private support. You can still be a part of this great project by donating to it, and 
this can be done in several ways.  
• Donor recognition opportunities from $10,000 to $500,000. This allows you to put 

your name or the name of your business on a certain part of the complex
• Donor recognition wall in any of the following categories:    

Major Donors: gifts of $15,000 or more
Founding Donors: gifts of $10,000 - $14,999
Leading Donors: gifts of $5,000 - $9,999
Mustang Donors: gifts of $1,000 - $4,999
Maroon & White Donors: gifts up to $999

• Recognition through the “Save Me a Seat” program. Personalize a plaque that will 
be applied to a bleacher seat in the home stands.  

If you have any questions about the Mustang Activities Complex or any aspect of the Mount 
Vernon Community School District, please feel free to reach out to Dr. Greg Batenhorst, 
Superintendent, at gbatenhorst@mvcsd.org.

moment felt, but it was an incredible 
feeling knowing what we have both 
been through. Yes, we had different 
journeys, but to end up in the same 
place for the first time since high 
school was pretty special. It is a 
moment I am going to hold in my 
heart for a long time.”

Well aware that his days in the NFL 
could end at any time, Cochrane 
said he is doing his best to make 
the most out of every day. “I am a 
pretty short-term goals kind of guy,” 
Cochrane said. “I focus more on 
coming in each day and making 
the most out of them. I believe that 
if you can make the most out of the 
process, the results will take care of 
themselves. Of course, I want to be 
in this league for a long time and be 
a big contributor on not only special 
teams but on this defense too. But I 
think if you get too wrapped up in 
that stuff it will drive you crazy. So I 
just try to work my butt off and make 
the most out of each day.”
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Send us your information... 
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BIRTHS
Drew Virlee ‘02 and wife Renee of Mount 

Vernon, a son, Hans Alfred, July 6, 
2022. 

Mallory Roudabush ‘17 and Dave Jones of 
Kalamazoo, MI, a daughter, Josephine 
Pauline, was born Oct 18, 2022

Jamie Wallace Smith ‘01 and husband Rik 
of Mount Vernon, a daughter Abigail 
Elizabeth Smith, December 7, 2021. 
Grandfather is Jim Wallace ‘64. 

ANNIVERSARIES/SPECIAL DAYS
Mallory Roudabush ‘17 engaged to marry 

David K. Jones. Wedding is planned for 
February 3, 2023. 

Nile Roudabush ‘11 married Megan 
Beuthien October 29, 2022. The 
couple reside in Cedar Rapids.

Shelby Kintzel ‘09 to Logan Hansen, 
December 31, 2022. The couple reside 
in Cedar Rapids.

Elaine Hoke Blythe ‘70 and Craig Blythe ‘70 of 
Springville, Iowa, celebrated their 50th 
wedding Aniversary in 2022, married 
on August 19, 1972.     

EDUCATION & MILITARY SERVICE
Miranda Roudabush Moore ‘13 of Port 

Hueneme, California, re-enlisted in the 
US Navy for four years. She is currently 
a BU2 SeaBee. 

Riley Clark ‘16, a student in the University 
of Iowa’s College of Pharmacy, was 
one of 46 future pharmacists who 
completed the Healthcare Business 
Leadership (HBL) program. 

Keaton Fleck ‘18 earned at BA from Coe 
College in psychology in spring 2022. 

Grace Pisarik ‘18 earned a BA from Coe 
College in nursing in spring 2022. 

Jaden Weber ‘18 earned a BA in Business 
Administration from Coe College spring 
2022.

Marian Fisher Tillett 1941
June 10, 2022     Laramie, WY

Harriett Moffitt Sander  1942
May 29, 2022     Mount Vernon, Iowa 
Marilyn Woods Overman 1945

January 8, 2023       Mount Vernon, Iowa 
Bernadine Bartosh Reyhons 1945

August 10, 2022      Ely, Iowa
Margaret Clark Reilly 1946

December 25, 2022      Mount Vernon, Iowa 
Donald DeCamp 1948 

October 26, 2022     Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Ric Sanderson 1948

June 13, 2020   Mililani, Hawaii
Ernest Wright  1953

January 9, 2023   Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Lloyd Hughes  1955

September 7, 2022   Lisbon, Iowa
Betty Moore  Stoneking 1956

May 30, 2022    Lisbon, Iowa
Richard Clark 1958

March 2022      Las Vegas, Nevada 
William Jilovec 1959

November 27, 2022    Mechanicsville, Iowa
Carol Mirich Sokoloff 1961

January 14, 2022    Iowa City, Iowa
Marsha Viter Heims 1964

 December 29, 2022     Mount Vernon, Iowa
Dennis ‘Denny’ Wolrab  1964

December 29, 2022    Cedar Rapids, Iowa
John ‘Joe’ Woods  1965

November 13, 2022 Lisbon, Iowa
Gayle Wallace 1968

December 5, 2022     Mount Vernon, Iowa 
Janette Wolrab Blinks 1973

June 4, 2022       Mount Vernon, Iowa 
Harold ‘Hal’ Hufford 1973

May 28, 2022     Mission Viejo, California
Randy Osborn 1977

June 18, 2022    Mount Vernon, Iowa 

Thank you 
to everyone 

who 
volunteers 

to help 
at Alumni 

Association 
events 
-- they 
couldn’t 
happen 
without 
you!!!
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Alumni News...

In Memory 
of classmates we have lost

Lloyd Mallie 1943
May 23, 2022   Mount Vernon, Iowa    

Janice West Johnson 1945
 February 19, 2022    Mount Vernon, Iowa     

Raymond Zinkula 1945
February 3, 2022    Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Helen Dvorak Stoner  1946
April 12, 2022   Marengo, Iowa

Jack Stanton 1949
May 29, 2022     Cedar Rapids Iowa

Lt. Col. Ret. Kenneth Moore  1951
March 22, 2022     Austin, Texas

Francis Cejka  1952
March 20, 2022    Fairfax, Iowa

Katherine Pennington Erenberger 1953
April 17, 2022   Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
Crystal Carmer Osborn   1953                        

March 16, 2022    Mount Vernon, Iowa
Donald Walden 1953                                        

February 4, 2022    Mount Vernon, Iowa
Carol Hartenberger Walden 1955                    
January 24, 2022   Mount Vernon, Iowa

Sue Ammons Booth 1960
January 16, 2022     Calhan, Colorado

Tex Clay 1964
 January 12, 2022    Lisbon, Iowa

Donna ‘Subie’ Pieper Long 1966
  January 30, 2022    Lisbon, Iowa

Eric Larsen 1970
January 14, 2022 Pella, Iowa 

Darlene Maiden Larew   1973
March 10, 2022     West Branch, Iowa

David Kaplan 1975
January 22, 2022     Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Dona Baseman Wensel 1977
March 1, 2022    Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Garth Reiman 1993                                        
April 9, 2022    Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Nathaniel Levi Scott Nidey ’00
December 20, 2021     Des Moines, Iowa

- FRIENDS -
Margaret Koppenhaver

former Librarian and School Board Member
December 26, 2021   Mount Vernon, Iowa

(Please excuse us if your classmate or loved one 
is not listed here for their recent death, but let us know for 

inclusion in the next newsletter.)

In Memory 
of classmates we have lost

  John Havill  1977
June 7, 2022     Mechanicsville, Iowa

Linda Klinsky Jensen 1978
July 6, 2022 Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Jessie Ware Joncas 1978

August 19, 2022   Minneapolis, Minnesota
Tyler Bontrager 1981

July 11, 2021    Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Wendy McClain 1982

May 8, 2022       Mount Vernon, Iowa 
Charles Edward Velky  1983
November 5, 2022      Solon, Iowa

John Miller 1987
July 11, 2022    Springville, Iowa
Amanda Kula Meeker 1997      
September 8, 2022  Marion, Iowa

Patrick Clouse 2001
 July 22, 2022      Omaha, Nebraska

James Minor 2005
September 10, 2022       Olin, Iowa
Nathanial ’Nat’ Klein 2014

June 9, 2022    Los Angeles, California

- FRIENDS -
Don Stine

former High School Band Instructor
January 8, 2023   Mount Vernon, Iowa

Tom Lass
former Middle School Principal

August 23, 2022   Lisbon, Iowa
June Silliman

former Washigton Elementary teacher
October 14, 2022  Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Noreen Bush
former Middle School Principal

October 23, 2022  Cedar Rapids, Iowa

(Please excuse us if your classmate or loved one 
is not listed here for their recent death, but let us know for 

inclusion in the next newsletter.)

Join the fundraising effort for Summer Brand ‘20 who is undergoing treatments for 
Hodgkin’s Lymphoma at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, MN. Read more about 
Summer and how you can help at this Cause Team page:
https://www.causeteam.com/causepages/detail/summer-love-causeteam

 

Member FDIC

206 1st St SW, Mount Vernon - 319-895-8835
www.mountvernonbank.com

Proudly supporting Mount Vernon
Schools and alumni since 1884
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Hannah Ganzel ‘13 earned a master of 
science in education with a degree 
in student affairs administration in 
higher education from the University of 
Wisconsin LaCrosse in spring 2022.

Kristen Elliott ‘18 graduated cum laude 
with a BA degree in allied health 
sciences from Luther College spring 
2022.

Preston Shultz ‘18 earned a BA in 
elementary education from Luther 
College spring 2022.

Katherine Bellamy ‘18 earned a BA in 
nursing from Luther College spring 
2022.

Elizabeth Ryan’17 earned a BA in 
psychology from Drake University 
spring 2022.

Emily Friedman ‘18 earned a BA with 
honors in elementary and middle level 
education  from UNI spring 2022.

Grace Pelley ‘17 earned a master of social 
work with trauma informed practice 
specialization from UNI spring 2022.

Jack Streicher ‘18 earned a BA in supply 
chain management from UNI spring 
2022.

Shae Banwart ‘17 gradudated cum 
laude with a bachelor of science in 
accounting from Iowa State University 
spring 2022.

Clayton Loyd ‘18 graduated summa cum 
laude with a bachelor of science in 
agricultural engineering  from Iowa 
State University spring 2022

Justin Manternach ‘17 earned a bachelor of 
science in mechanical engineering from 
Iowa State University spring 2022.

Adam S. Ketelsen ‘16 earned 
undergraduate certificates for human 
resource management and visionary 
leadership from Witchita State 
University in spring 2022.

Cody Connolly ‘18 earned a BA in 
enterprise leadership from the 
University of Iowa spring 2022.

Olive Fitzgerald ‘18 earned a BA in 
business administration marketing from 
the University of Iowa spring 2022

Garrett Welch ‘18 earned a certificate in 
leadership studies from the University of 
Iowa spring 2022.

Trevor Wright ‘17 earned a BA in 
enterprise leadership from the 
University of Iowa spring 2022.

AND MORE...
Maggie Lessmeier Willems ‘96, head 

volleyball coach at Mount Vernon 
High School, took her team to the state 
championship. Her team clinched the 
WaMaC Conference title for the 4th 
year in a row, and Maggie was named 
District Coach of the Year.

Brandon Douglas ‘13 of Greeley, Colorado 
won first place in the 2022 Iowa 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Thank 
you to Randy Krejci, WMT 
sports reporter, WMT Letter 
Perfect High School Athlete 
of the Week,  and former 
Missippi Valley Conference 
Commissioner for sending 
us this information. Randy says “I thought I 
would share this if you want to use it in your 
next publication. I know Austin was a great boys 
basketball player at Mount Vernon High School in 
his time there!”

In July, 2022, Randy wrote “Austin Ash, a former 
Mustang, great in the sport of basketball, has now 
completed his basketball career at the University 
of Iowa under Coach Fran McCaffrey, received a 
full-ride scholarship to play his final collegiate year 
of eligibility at the Citadel, and is likely to be a point 
guard for their team in the 2022-23 basketball 
season. He was a preferred walk-on at Iowa to 
begin his basketball venture for the Hawkeyes and 
did receive a full-ride scholarship this past year as 
he concluded his career for the Hawkeyes.  

Austin is currently headed to Charleston, South 
Carolina to play ball at the Citadel. His offensive 
prowess and shooting abilities made him a clear 
cut choice for this Division 1 university to have him 
compete in this final year of collegiate competition. 
The Bulldogs of Citadel, one of the oldest 
universities in the country, opened its prestigious 
existence in 1899 and they are members of the 
Southern Conference, SoCon. Head Coach Ed 
Conroy wants Austin to be a key member of the 
squad and is well known for his coaching -- most 
recently at Vanderbilt and Minnesota where he was 
a premiere assistant coach at both institutions. 

So Austin Ash goes from a Mustang to a Hawkeye 
and now a Bulldog as he competes this season 
at a Division 1 program here in the USA. Best 
wishes, Austin Ash!”

Editor’s Note: At Mount Vernon Austin was First 
Team All-Conference, All-District and Second 
Team All-State his senior year under coach Ed 
Timm… averaged 23 points, 6.4 rebounds, 3.5 
assists, 2.5 steals, and one block as team captain 
his senior season… holds the school record for 
most 3-pointers made in a career (140). 

At the Citidel it is now mid-season and Austin has 
become the team’s most versatile player -- leading 
with both minutes played and scoring. Austin 
averages 15 points per game, shoots 38% from 
the floor, 37% on 3 pt shots, and 90% from the 
free throw line. The team is 7-11 on the season 
with thirteen games left on the 2023 schedule. In 
December, 2022, The Citadel got a career-high 
nine three-pointers from Austin as the Bulldogs 
nearly erased an 11-point second-half deficit 
before falling, 75-70, to opponent Longwood. 
Austin scored a career-high 27 points on 9-of-17 
shooting from beyond the arc. He knocked down 
six of his three-pointers in the second half.

Director’s Association Composition 
competition. The composition was 
debuted at the Iowa Choral Director’s 
Association Summer Meeting in July.

Kim Mortensen Konkowski ‘81 
retired from the US Post 
Office and her position as 
Mount Vernon postmaster 
in October 2022. She 
worked for the postal 
service for 26  years. 

Ellie  Meineke ’17 has taken a 
4th grade teacher position 
at Lisbon Schools.

Paige Zaruba ’19 of Mount 
Vernon was awarded 
a $3,500 scholarship   
from the Iowa Hospital 
Education and Research 
Foundation (IHERF), which 
is supported by the Iowa 
Hospital Association (IHA). 
Zaruba is pursuing her 
BSN at Luther College in Decorah and 
works as a patient care technician for 
Mercy’s clinical decision unit. 

Jeff Meeker ‘89 was named 
Cornell College’s Director 
of Athletics in January 
2023. 

Chance Shelton ‘13, who moved 
out of the state in 2007, 
returned and is Mount 
Vernon High School’s assistant girls 
wrestling coach - a first 

 year program.
Justin Dix ’97, Mount Vernon 

Bank & Trust’s commercial 
and agricultrual lender, was 
named to the bank’s board 
of directors.

Aaron Schwiebert ‘02 has taken 
position of high school 
science teacher at Mount 
Vernon High School. 

Paul Morf ‘90, a lawyer at 
Simmons Perrine Moyer 
Bergman PLC attorneys 
in Cedar Rapids, was 
recognized by Best Lawyers 
as 2023 ‘Lawyer of the 
Year’ specializing in Trusts 
and Estates, and was 
selected for inclusion in the 
2023 edition of ‘The Best Lawyers in 
America®.

Summer Brand ‘20, sophomore in the 
spring of 2022 at Central 
college earned her first 
varsity letter and was 
named newcomer of the 
year as a member of the 
triathlon team.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

ARTS
& Crafts
SHOW

IOWA’S LARGEST       

ADM. Just $7.00
(10 & under free)

3-day re-entry stamp

FREE PARKING
Free Shuttle Bus 

Service from North 
Parking Lot on 
both Fri. & Sat.

Over
Exhibitors

A Fantastic shopping event.
VARIED INDUSTRIES BLDG. 
IOWA STATE FAIRGROUNDS

DES MOINES, IOWA
Fri. 5-9; Sat. 9-5; Sun. 10-4

Bring This Ad to Show For $1 Off Adm.

To Purchase Discounted Advance 
Admission Tickets and For A Chance To Win 

$50 Gift Certificates Visit Our Facebook 
Page At Callahan Promotions, Inc.

Sept. 23 - 25

Quality Handmade Products 
& Over 20 Food Vendors

250

NE IOWA BAT CONTROL

The Area’s Foremost Bat Professionals

Free Estimates
Commercial & Residential

Insured
Call Perry Behrend at:

563-255-2024 or 563-880-8291

SEP 30 - OCT 1, 2022

MECUM.COM  |  262-275-5050

7 0  T R A C T O R S  A N D  T R U C K S  •  4 0 0  R O A D A R T  & R E L I C S •  1 , 0 0 0 T O Y S A N D  D O L L S

2 2 7 19 S o u t h 8 0 t h Av e n u e
F r a n k f o r t,  I L  6 0 4 2 3

AUCTION SCHEDULE
SEP 29 Preview 1-5pm 
  George’s Collector Appreciation Pig Roast 2-5pm
SEP 30 Farm Toys & The June Schaaf Doll Collection 10am 
OCT 1 Road Art & Relics  10am 
  Tractors & Trucks 1:30 pm  

By Nathan Countryman
nathan.countryman@wcinet.
com

Mount Vernon post-
master Kim Konkowski is 
retiring, with her last day 
Aug. 30.

“The job has been a 
challenge at times, but it’s 
allowed me to support my 
family, and the company 
has allowed me to expand 
and do many different 
things over the course of 
my 26-year career,” Kon-
kowski said.

Konkowski started 
working with the USPS 
more than 26 years ago 
as a non-career holiday 
worker in the plant in 
Omaha, Neb. She contin-
ued as a part time flex car-
rier for a number of years.

“At that time, I had 
four young kids and I 
had to make a choice on 
staying as a carrier with 
less flexible hours or go-
ing the management track 
and gaining more flexible 
hours,” Konkowski said.

She started as a 204b 
sub management employ-
ee and became a super-
visor in Omaha. In 2004, 
she and her family moved 
closer to her hometown of 

Mount Vernon.
“My parents were get-

ting older and I wanted to 
be closer to them at that 
time,” Konkowski said.

Konkowski was a su-
pervisor at post offices 
throughout Cedar Rapids, 
working at the northeast, 
southwest and annex loca-
tions. She also had a stint 
as the officer in charge of 
some smaller post offices 
in towns like Farley. When 
the position of postmaster 
opened in Mount Vernon, 
Konkowski took it.

Konkowski said that 
the crew at Mount Ver-
non have been some of the 
best she has worked with 
and have made her job so 
much easier.

“I’ve worked at post of-
fices of every shape – from 
the very large to the very 
small,” Konkowski said. 
“Building the team we 
have in Mount Vernon has 
been terrific. I would not 
have been as successful 
as a postmaster in Mount 
Vernon without the team 
we have here.”

Konkowski said that 
was especially true during 
the pandemic and derecho 
in 2020, when the entire 
crew worked to make sure 
mail delivery continued 
throughout.

“There are so many 
things we accomplish 
at the post office,” Kon-

kowski said. “I’ve always 
been one of the quiet ones 
working behind the scenes 
and prided myself on do-
ing the most I can to help 
customers.”

One of the most satis-
fying cases Konkowski 
remembers is when a cus-
tomer sent a very valuable 
item via registered mail 
and the package got lost 
between Mount Vernon 
and its destination.

Konkowski said she 
worked to track the pack-
age from Mount Vernon 

and to its destination and 
had to communicate with 
several different post of-
fices along that trek. While 
the work was very time 
consuming, the item was 
eventually found and 
safely delivered.

What she isn’t going to 
miss now that she’s step-
ping down is the lack of 
sleep the job has caused.

She recalls years ago 
hiring someone for a po-
sition similar to her posi-
tion, and what he really 
wanted to do was carry 
mail.

“I didn’t understand it 
at the time, but I do now,” 
Konkowski said. “I’m 
ready to just be responsi-
ble for me. I’ve been a par-
ent for the past 35 years 
and worked for the USPS 
for the past 26, which coin-
cided with my parenting. 
I’m ready to put myself 
first and do things on my 
time.”

Konkowski said she 

does not have any imme-
diate plans in her retire-
ment aside from visiting 
her sister in Arizona.

Over the next two 
years, after a few months 
of relaxing, her plan is to 
get back in shape and then 
take part in one of her 
bucket list goals – hiking 
the Grand Canyon Rim to 
Rim.

Her children and their 
families – Jared, Jessica, 
Jennifer and Janay-are all 
across Iowa now and she 
looks forward to attend-
ing more of her grandchil-
dren’s events and visiting 
her kids as well.

Konkowski said there 
are a lot of things peo-
ple need to keep in mind 
when it comes to mail de-
livery.

“Dogs have teeth and 
they do bite,” Konkowski 
said. “Don’t be offended if 
we don’t deliver your mail 
because your dog or ani-
mal was out.”

Painted porches get 
slippery in the rain and 
winter and trudging 
through knee deep snow 
in the middle of winter is 
a challenge for many post-
al carriers.

“Our postal carriers 
walk the equivalent of 
12 to 14 miles a day in all 
sorts of weather condi-
tions,” Konkowski said.

It is also carriers’ jobs 
only to deliver mail. Car-
riers do collect mail to be 
delivered, but if they don’t 
have a piece of mail for 
a certain home and they 
can’t see a flag up or noti-
fication there is something 
to pick-up, they might 
miss that house that day.

Konkowski will be 
spending two weeks help-
ing with a rural route 
count in Iowa City, and 
then using some of her un-
used vacation time up to 
her official retirement date 
of Oct. 31.

“Kelly Wells will be the 
officer in charge of Mount 
Vernon for the time be-
ing,” Konkowski said. 
“She knows everyone on 
the post office side as well 
as many of our customers 
and the community and 
has worked for the post of-
fice for more than 30 years 
herself, so she knows the 
procedures and things 
that need to be done.”

Final delivery: Mount Vernon postmaster retires
Last day at 
Mount Vernon 
was Aug. 30 

Nathan Countryman | Staff photo
Mount Vernon’s postmaster 
Kim Konkowski is retiring 
with the U.S.P.S. Her last 
day working in Mount 
Vernon was Tuesday, Aug. 
30, but she will be working 
in Iowa City and taking 
unused vacation up to her 
official retirement date of 
Oct. 31.

“Building the team we have in Mount 
Vernon has been terrific. I would not 
have been as successful as a postmas-
ter in Mount Vernon without the team 
we have here.”

Kim Konkowsi

The Area Substance Abuse Council (ASAC) Board 
of Directors voted unanimously to name Stephanie 
Boesenberg as the new Executive Director of ASAC 
Aug. 4. ASAC’s Board acknowledged Boesenberg’s 
experience, knowledge of the agency and services, 
ability to manage and inspire staff and dedication 
to patient care.

“The Board is confident in Stephanie’s vision for ASAC, 
her commitment to the agency’s mission and that Stepha-
nie will continue to be a strong leader,” says Ben Rogers, 
ASAC board president.

Previously serving as the agency’s Health Infor-
mation Systems Director, Boesenberg has worked at 
ASAC for more than 25 years interacting with both 
staff and patients. Boesenberg has also served on the 
agency’s Senior Leadership Team, guiding ASAC’s 
policies and procedures.

Substance Abuse Council 
names new executive director

PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE

The City Council of the City of Mt. Vernon 
will conduct a Public Hearing on September 
19, 2022, beginning at 6:30 p.m. at the Mount 
Vernon Police Station, 380 Old Lincoln Hwy, Mt. 
Vernon, IA 52314, and via Zoom. The informa-
tion to connect via Zoom will be posted on the 
agenda at least 24 hours prior to the meeting. 
The City Council will hold a public hearing to 
consider an ordinance creating a public use 
overlay district for the Mount Vernon Police Sta-
tion, 380 Old Lincoln Hwy.

At said public hearing all interested parties 
will be offered an opportunity to be heard in sup-
port of or in opposition to the aforementioned. 
Should you be unable to attend, written letters 
of support or opposition to the rezoning may 
be submitted to City Hall at the aforementioned 
address.

This notice is given pursuant to the direction 
of the City Council of Mount Vernon, Iowa, and in 
accordance with the laws of the State of Iowa. A 
copy of the proposed Ordinance will be available 
in the City Clerk’s office, 213 First Street NW, Mt. 
Vernon, Iowa, 52314.
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The City Council will hold a public hearing to 
consider an ordinance creating a public use 
overlay district for City Services Building, 202 
7th St NE.

At said public hearing all interested parties 
will be offered an opportunity to be heard in sup-
port of or in opposition to the aforementioned. 
Should you be unable to attend, written letters 
of support or opposition to the rezoning may 
be submitted to City Hall at the aforementioned 
address.
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agenda at least 24 hours prior to the meeting. 
The City Council will hold a public hearing to 
consider an ordinance creating a public use 
overlay district for Bryant Park, Legal Descrip-
tion W605’ NW NE-S OF RR-EX INTER SEC 9 

TWP 82 R 5.
At said public hearing all interested parties 
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be submitted to City Hall at the aforementioned 
address.
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Vernon, IA 52314, and via Zoom. The informa-
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agenda at least 24 hours prior to the meeting. 
The City Council will hold a public hearing to 
consider an ordinance creating a public use 
overlay district for the Mount Vernon Fire Sta-
tion, 606 2nd Ave SW.

At said public hearing all interested parties 
will be offered an opportunity to be heard in sup-
port of or in opposition to the aforementioned. 
Should you be unable to attend, written letters 
of support or opposition to the rezoning may 
be submitted to City Hall at the aforementioned 
address.
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PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE

The City Council of the City of Mt. Vernon will 
conduct a Public Hearing on September 19, 2022, 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. at the Mount Vernon Po-
lice Station, 380 Old Lincoln Hwy, Mt. Vernon, IA 
52314, and via Zoom. The information to connect 
via Zoom will be posted on the agenda at least 
24 hours prior to the meeting. The City Council 
will hold a public hearing to consider an ordinance 
creating a public use overlay district legally de-
scribed in P.O.S. #1743 PARCEL A, locally known 
as Stonebrook Parkland.

At said public hearing all interested parties will 
be offered an opportunity to be heard in support 
of or in opposition to the aforementioned. Should 
you be unable to attend, written letters of support 
or opposition to the rezoning may be submitted to 
City Hall at the aforementioned address.

This notice is given pursuant to the direction 
of the City Council of Mount Vernon, Iowa, and in 
accordance with the laws of the State of Iowa. A 
copy of the proposed Ordinance will be available 
in the City Clerk’s office, 213 First Street NW, Mt. 
Vernon, Iowa, 52314.

Published in the Sun, Sept. 8, 2022

By Nathan Countryman
nathan.countryman 
@wcinet.com

With the exception of 
partitions that needed 
to be replaced in sever-
al bathrooms, a number 
of summer projects have 
been completed by Rod 
Kelley and his crew.

“The partitions were 
one of the items that are 
being delayed by supply 
side shortages,” Kelley 
said. “They’re expected to 
be delivered by the middle 
or end of September.”

Kelley said when the 
partitions do arrive, the 
district will close certain 
bathrooms for a day to fin-
ish their installation and 
move on to another re-
stroom the next day.

The sidewalk leading 

to the track saw a heave 
during the rain and heat 
of this summer, leaving 
two panels that will need 
to be fixed by Kelley and 
crew before football sea-
son begins.

“Because it’s a fenced 
in area, it will have to be 
done by hand, as it’s hard 
to get equipment in that 
space,” Kelley said.

Kelley said that the 
ground has improved in 
areas like the playground 
and practice field to 75 
percent grass, but that 
will change with students 
returning and heavy foot 
traffic on some of those 
spaces.

During one of the 
significant rain storms 
where Lisbon saw four 
inches of rain, Teeling 
Court floated and shifted 

on the playground. Kel-
ley said that he will be 
seeking additional help 
to move the court in the 
future back to where it 
belongs.

“It was a good year 
thanks to our great staff,” 
Kelley said. “We got 
through everything on our 
list, with the exception of 
restroom partitions.”

Lisbon school buildings improved over summer
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For more information on property details, please contact:
Roger L. Johnson, Agent • Cedar Falls, Iowa

Phone: (319) 230-0389
www.FarmersNational.com/RogerJohnson

Nice rural acreage with highway location!

2.14± Acres • Linn County, Iowa
Price Reduced a Second Time!

-- Close to employment centers and in Mount Vernon School District --
-- Solid, two-story, four bedroom house with two outbuildings and
room for a small crop, orchard, vineyard, or livestock operation --

Open House: Saturday, July 9, 2022 from 2:00 - 5:00 PM
and Saturday, July 23, 2022 from 2:00 - 5:00 PM
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Miller Construction
Painting • Drywall • Siding • Tile Floors

Tuckpointing • Decks • Replacement Windows 
Prefinished Hardwood Floors • Flat Roofs • Roofs 

Repair Leaking Basement Cracks • Repairs • Insured 

SMALL JOBS WELCOME!
Call Brian for a free estimate! 319-521-3920
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PATH CONSTRUCTION

We Do It All!
OVER 30 YEARS OF BUILDING AMERICA

www.pathconstructioninc.com
(319) 455-4001 • (319) 560-2290

• Homes
• Buildings

• Remodeling

NE IOWA BAT CONTROL

The Area’s Foremost Bat Professionals

Free Estimates
Commercial & Residential
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Mercy Medical Center 
is pleased to share that one 
of its employees – Paige 
Zaruba of Mount Vernon – 
has been awarded a $3,500 
scholarship from the Iowa 
Hospital Education and 
Research Foundation 
(IHERF), which is support-
ed by the Iowa Hospital 
Association (IHA). Zaru-
ba is pursuing her BSN at 
Luther College in Decorah 
and works as a patient 
care technician for Mer-
cy’s clinical decision unit 
when she’s on break from 
college. She is among 60 
students from Iowa who 
have received assistance 
this year from the IHERF 
Health Care Careers Schol-
arship Program.

IHA established the 
IHERF Health Care Ca-
reers Scholarship Program 
in 2004 to help address the 
shortage of healthcare pro-
fessionals and encourage 
young Iowans to establish 
or continue their careers 
with Iowa hospitals. The 
first scholarships were 
awarded in 2005; more than 
685 students have benefited 
from the program.

In exchange for this fi-

nancial support, students 
agree to work one year 
in an Iowa hospital for 
each year they receive an 
award. In this way, the 
scholarship program helps 
stabilize and enhance Io-
wa’s hospital workforce.

IHERF – a charitable 
nonprofit and exempt 
from federal income tax 
under section 501©(3) of 
the IRS code – is a wholly 
owned subsidiary of the 
Iowa Hospital Association.

Mercy Cedar Rapids 

employee receives 

IHERF scholarship 

Contributed

Paige Zaruba (left) recieved 
a $3,500 scholarship 
from the Iowa Hospital 
Education and Research 
foundation, presented by 
Tim Charles, president & 
CEO, Mercy Medical Center.

By Nathan Countryman
nathan.countryman 
@wcinet.com

The City of Mount Ver-
non has approved DeNo-
vo as the developer for a 
new city website.

City administrator 
Chris Nosbisch said that 
there were two firms in-
terviewed for the new 
website design.

“The committee de-
ciding on the group was 
excited what DeNovo 
brought to the table, and 
is looking forward to this 
moving forward,” Nos-
bisch said.

Nosbisch said there’s a 
$30,000 proposed design 
cost for the new website, 

but he expects that to 
grow as the council and 
staff engineer it.

There will be some 
carry over for designs on 
both the wayfinding sig-
nage and the Lester Bu-
resh Family Community 
Wellness Center’s web-
sites to people know they 
are from the same commu-
nity.

As for timeframe, Nos-
bisch said completion 
will happen sometime 
in the next six to eight 
months.

“I can’t say how excit-
ed I am to see this mov-
ing forward,” said council 
member Scott Rose. “This 
has been a process six 

years in the making at this 
point.”

Council changes urban 
renewal district to in-
clude police department

The City of Mount Ver-
non changed the urban 
renewal district to include 
the Mount Vernon-Lisbon 
Police Department build-
ing at 380 Old Lincoln 
Highway.

That will allow the city 

to take some of the fund 
improvements via tax in-
crement funding (TIF) to 
make improvements to 
the building.

City administrator 
Chris Nosbisch said that 
doesn’t change the costs 
of the project or the plans, 
and allows the city to re-
verse referendum borrow-
ing for improvements to 
the facilities.

New website developer approved 

By Nathan Countryman

nathan.countryman@

wcinet.com

Eulenspiegel Puppet 

Theatre Company was 

a special guest at the 

Thursday, July 21, sto-

rytime in downtown 

Lisbon. Puppeteer 

Stephanie Vallez pre-

sented the tale of The 

Emperor’s Nightingale 

during the storytime to 

more than 20 children 

and adults. 

Puppet storytime returns to Lisbon
Nathan Countryman | Staff photos

■ AUSTIN ASH ‘17

Source of Konkowski, Meineke, Zaruba, Dix 
Morf, and Brand photos MVL Sun



 
 
     
    

Until December 31, 2022, one way you could help the Alumni Association was 
to be a ‘Dues Supporter’. We have been asking each alumnus and friend for a 
voluntary contribution of 1-yr or 5-yr support or donation (JANUARY 1 THRU DEC 
31) to help offset a variety of publishing, event, and Association expenses. 

Following are names of alums who have supported us for the 2022 year with either 
‘Support’ or donations. Your financial support is greatly appreciated.Your financial support is greatly appreciated. 

At the Alumni Association’s fall Board meeting, it was decided to change 
from a dues/support and donation system to simply a donation. The 2023 
report will reflect only donations to the Association. 

See back page for the 2023 Donation Form, or log in online at www.mvalumni.org. See back page for the 2023 Donation Form, or log in online at www.mvalumni.org. 
and select donate at the top left corner. and select donate at the top left corner. 

Is your name missing? Call Kathy at 319-389-8602 or email to alumni@mvcsd.org

2022 ANNUAL SUPPORT/DUES DONORS
Thank you to the following who have given either $15 for a one-year support 

or $60 for a 5-year support of Association activities. 

THANK 
YOU  
for your  
Support 
of the 

ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION

Harold Klinsky 1947
   Marion IA
Millicent Hoggard Zenishek 1947
   Mechanicsville IA
Dr. Stanley Grant 1949
   Deer Park WA
George Hill, M.D., 1949
   Baltimore MD
James Kent 1950
   Winchester MA
Wiladene Hoggard Willming 1950
   San Antonio TX
David Wolfe 1950
   Los Angeles CA
Lloyd Duffe 1951
   Brooklyn NY
Ellen Klinsky Jones 1951
   Ely IA
Carol Croft Kent 1951
   Winchester MA
Bill Lenz 1952
   Manning SC
Ann Vislisel Pavik 1952
   Granite Bay CA
Bill Yeisley 1952
   Cedar Rapids IA
George Brown 1953
   Kearney NE
Rosemary Brecht Erenberger 1953
   Solon IA
Jean Pavelka Litts 1953
   Mount Vernon IA
Barbara Beckhelm Moore 1953
   Mount Vernon IA
Fae Sparks Edwards 1954
   Cedar Rapids IA
John Studt 1954
   Bentonville AR
Barbara Sutliff Hansel 1955
   Cedar Rapids IA
Kay Jilovec Lind 1955
   Cedar Rapids IA
Janet Johnston McCannon 1955
   Highlands Ranch CO
Kay Mullen Morrissey 1955
   Lawley FL

Jerry Ringer 1955
   Bloomington IL
Larry Ringer 1955
   College Station TX
Nargi Rayman Steinbrech 1955
   Solon IA
Dave Thomson 1955
   Benton LA
David Van Metre 1955
   Kenilworth IL
Phylis Brecht White 1955
   Solon IA
Betty Coon Ammeter 1956
   Cedar Rapids IA
David Ennis 1956
   Virginia Beach VA
Ken Kaliban 1956
   Cedar Rapids IA
Roger Reyhons 1956
   Lisbon IA
Bert Sippola 1956
   Inman SC
Leona Reyhons Smith 1956
   Mount Vernon IA
Barbara Clements Stolpmann 1956
   Bakersville NC
Douglas Wolrab 1956
   Cedar Rapids IA
Audrey Barrett Yarbrough 1956
   Ely IA
Myrt Clark Bowers 1957
   Mount Vernon IA
William Bowers 1957
   Mount Vernon IA
Barb Neal Hutchins 1957
   Marion IA
Paul Kent 1957
   Vicksburg MS
Joyce Olmstead Lucas 1957
   Central City IA
Karen Jilovec Martin 1957
   Mount Vernon IA
Mary Bowman Seidler 1957
   Scottsdale AZ
Janet Hess Smith 1957
   Urbandale IA

Robert Bowman1958
   Glenview IL
Rodger Brush1958
   Willow River MN
Ben Jamison 1958
   Lisbon, IA
Larry Kramer 1958
   Marion IA
David Kroeger 1958
   Marion IA
Bob Lenz 1958
   Marion IA
Tom Neal 1958
   Cocoa FL
Gail Yeisley Rhodes 1958
   Clive IA
Marilyn Dean Schnittjer 1958
   Mount Vernon IA
David Sparks 1958
   Ankeny IA
Jim Clark 1959
   Cedar Rapids IA
Jane Costello Fink 1959
   Anamosa IA
Ed Fordyce 1959
   Mount Vernon IA
Richard Glattly 1959
   Willow River MN
Richard Hoidahl 1959
   Johnston IA
Jerry Kroeger 1959
   Grand Rapids MN
John Maxson 1959
   Wheatland WY
Nancy Pisarik Mulder 1959
   Grand Rapids MI
Ann McCutcheon Niehaus 1959
   Martelle IA
George Pospisil 1959
   Lisbon IA
Marie Sippola 1959
   Cedar Rapids IA
Shirley Andrews Sparks 1959
   Ankeny IA
Sharon Neal Urich 1959
   Iowa City IA

Beverly Lange Chunka 1960
   LaVista NE
Keith Clark 1960
   Mount Vernon IA
Susan Dye Hodin 1960
   Cedar Rapids IA
Fran Lanning 1960
   Nevada IA
Patrick Lynott 1960
   Marshalltown IA
Lumir Nezerka 1960
   Savage MN
Ann McCutcheon Niehaus 1959
   Martelle IA
Fred Niehaus 1960 
   Martelle IA
Ted Pence 1960
   Tipton IA
Judy Caldwell Penn 1960
   Cedar Rapids IA
John Rife 1960
   Mount Vernon IA
Jean Plank Stinehour 1960
   Littleton NH
Richard Blew 1961
   Oak Grove MO
Patti Bolton Erlenbaugh 1961
   Simpsonville SC
Mary Reilly Freese 1961
   Marion IA
Helen Blue Holder 1961
   Austin MN
Kathy Jennings Jamison 1961
   Lisbon, IA
Don Jilovec 1961
   Mechanicsville IA
Dick Miner 1961
   Incline Village NV
Bunny Mulligan 1961
   Marion IA
Linda Buresh Brouillette 1962
   Rio Verde AZ
Christine Hodge Gochenover1962
   Cedar Rapids IA
Bill Horton 1962
   Roanoke TX
Mary Ann Bohren Jilovec 1962
   Mechanicsville IA
Joseph Lynott 1962
   Mount Vernon IA



 
 
     
    

2022 ANNUAL SUPPORT/DUES DONORS continued

continued on next page

Larry Petrick 1962
   Fairfax IA
Bob Dvorak 1963
   Mount Vernon IA
Harry Edelman 1963
   Miami Beach FL
Sandra Schweitzer Haven 1963
   Watsonville CA
Susan Ellison Kowalczyk 1963
   Bonita Springs FL
Gloria Herboldsheimer Krob 1963
   Lisbon IA
Linda Peterson Nost  1963
   Lisbon IA
Chris Stoltz 1963
   Mount Vernon IA
Roy Wolfe 1963
   Rockledge FL
Jean Kuntz Bowman 1964
   DeWitt IA
Chris Hudson Brown 1964
   Springville IA
Bob Jilovec 1964
   Mechanicsville IA
Mary Bauman Kolbe 1964
   Scottsdale AZ
Diana Kafer LaVoi 1964
   Prior Lake MN
Ron Longerbeam 1964
   Marion IA
Joyce Miller Maxwell 1964
   Central City IA
Jane Maxson Penfield 1964
   Cedar Rapids IA
Lyman Stoneking 1964
   Ames IA
Ray Stoner 1964
   Mount Vernon IA
Joseph Studt 1964
   Hiawatha IA
Dennis Wolrab 1964
   Cedar Rapids IA
Irene Kuntz Cherveny 1965
   Northfield IL
Pauline Meroshek Erickson 1965
   Spring Park MN
Susan Mounts Fisher 1965
   Mount Vernon IA
Shirley Swanson Gugler 1965
   Mount Vernon IA
David Hartl 1965
   Iowa Falls IA
Gary Knutsen 1965
   Naples FL
Terese Pisarik  1965
   Mount Vernon IA
James Rife 1965
   Hernando FL
Jo Goodlove Weilbrenner 1965
   Clancy MT
Judith Berends Workman 1965
   Cedar Rapids IA
Susan Hanson Aragon 1966
   Loveland CO
Susan Dows Brees 1966
   Gordonville TX
Christine Irwin 1966
   Indianola IA
James Chadek 1966
   Michigan Center MI

Susan Hanley 1966
   St. Louis MO
Lana Richardson Hartl 1966
   Iowa Falls IA
John Pospisil 1966
   Mount Vernon IA
Cindy Buresh Prewitt 1966
   Rio Verde AZ
Vance Rahn 1966
   Anderson SC
Margaret Ellison Stoner 1966
   Mount Vernon IA
Rosetta Lynott Ubben 1966
   Oelwein IA
Nancy Smykil Berns 1967
   Sierra Vista AZ
Marv Butteris 1967
   Sunrise Beach MO
Don Colton 1967
   Murphysboro IL
Linda Davis Cornwall 1967
   Denver NC
Marianne Hansen Garrigan 1967
   Thompsons Stn TN
Sandi Erenberger Hanna1967
   Mount Vernon IA
Nancy Tonne Hansen 1967
   Manistee MI
Peg Neal Howard 1967
   Longmont CO
Julie Thompson Kerhulas 1967
   Santa Maria CA
Kandy Goodrich Kling 1967
   Columbia MO
Nancy Lynott 1967
   Folsom CA
Terry Meeks 1967
   Madison MO
Barb Clarke Oakland 1967
   Marion IA
Michael Seiler 1967
   Bonita CA
Rod Venditti 1967
   Wheatland IA
Jane Strother Beck 1968
   Cedar Rapids IA
Connie Lehman Clancey 1968
   Cedar Rapids IA
Karen Edwards Packer 1968
   Petersburg VA
Trudy Clay Pearson 1968
   Tipton IA
Anne DuVal Rehfuss 1968
   Roswell GA
David Stoner 1968
   Mount Vernon IA
Donna Clark Ulch 1968
   Mount Vernon IA
Marcia Swaney Wagner 1968
   Allegan MI
Laura Werkman 1968
   Mount Vernon IA
Maureen Haack Butteris 1969
   Sunrise Beach MO
Louis Floden, Jr. 1969
   Pella IA
Stephen Maaske 1969
   DeWitt IA
Douglas Ohlfest 1969
   Polk City IA

Cathy Humphries Stoner 1969
   Mount Vernon IA
Wendy Ellison Stryker 1969
   Loudon TN
Ann Werling Venditti  1969
   Wheatland IA
Scott Akers 1970
   Titusville FL
Marsha Siggins McWhinney 1970
   Mount Vernon IA
Mary Livingston Moorman 1970
   Colorado Springs CO
Mike Murphy 1970
   Berthoud CO
Thomas Ohlfest 1970
   Marshalltown IA
Dan Stoner 1969
   Mount Vernon IA
Jo Ann Thomson Stoner 1970
   Mount Vernon IA
Jane Suchomel Carlson 1971
   Indianola IA
David Ellison 1971
   Lake Ridge VA
David Koch 1971
   Earlham IA
Gregg Larsen 1971
   Ankeny IA 
Jean Pospisil Larsen 1971
   Ankeny IA
Scott Peterson 1971
   Lakeville MN
Bonnie Pisarik 1971   
   Cedar Rapids IA
John Cordell  '72
   Iowa City IA
Daniel Dye 1972
   Owasso OK
David Pierce 1972
   Santa Monica CA
Craig Shutt 1972
   Colorado Springs CO
Diane Zinkula 1972
   Cedar Rapids IA
Paul Brown 1973
   Liberty Lake WA
Erik Encke 1973
   Seattle WA
Ann Clark 1973
   Mount Vernon IA
Rick Hanson 1974
   Hoschton GA
Jennifer Chadek Prowant 1974
   Robins IA
Sandy Rice Schloss 1974
   Yankton SD
Patricia Cribbs Sindt 1974
   Story City IA
Russell Baker 1975
   Smithfield VA
Mark Kretschmer 1975
   Davenport IA
Linda Royer Pitlik 1975
   Mount Vernon IA
Perry Smith 1975
   Cedar Rapids IA
Mary Thomsen 1975
   Lisbon IA

With continued gratitude, 
Kathy Staskal, Alumni Association 
alumni@mvcsd.org   
319-389-8602

DONATIONS MADE 
TO THE 

FOUNDATION 
 (listed in the 
NEXT issue) 

SUPPORT  MOUNT 
VERNON STUDENTS 

DONATIONS MADE TO 
THE ALUMNI 

ASSOCIATION 
(listed here in this issue) 

SUPPORT  THIS 
NEWSLETTER, 

ALUMNI ACTIVITIES 
AND EVENTS

DID YOU MOVE? HAVE A NEW EMAIL 
ADDRESS? GET MARRIED?

Don’t forget to send your updated 
contact information, email addresses, 

and news items to the Alumni 
Association at alumni@mvcsd.org 

or text/call 319-389-8602

Thank you to EVERYONE who 
volunteers to help at Alumni 

Association events -- we 
couldn’t do it without YOU!

Don’t See Your Name 
Listed Here?
THIS LIST IS FOR 2022 ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION DONATIONS. 
WATCH FOR 2022 FOUNDATION 
DONATIONS TO APPEAR IN THE 2023 
SPRING ISSUE. 
If you have any questions, or need to 
report a change to me, please let me know.  



 
 
     
    

Jennifer Bern Vogel 1975
   Los Angeles CA
Most Rev. Thomas Zinkula 1975
   Davenport IA
Randy Borg 1976
   San Antonio TX
Elizabeth Strickland Henderson 1976
   Marion IA
Steven Swaney 1976
   North Las Vegas NV
Jan Thomas 1976
   Gambier OH
Roger Freeman 1977
   Phoenix AZ
Jay Koehn 1977
   Solon IA
Kathy Klinsky Mallie 1977
   Lisbon IA
Payson Peterson 1977
   Avondale CO
Ron Thuerauf 1977
   Lisbon IA
Ann Koppenhaver 1978
   Lisbon IA
Randy Majors 1978
   Draper UT
Denise Dykhuizen McDaniel 1979
   Columbia MO
Terri Overman 1979
   Cedar Rapids IA
Bill Bowers 1980
   Mount Vernon IA
David Graber 1980
   Wilmington NC
Paul Hufford 1980
   Shawnee KS
David Nichols 1980
   Princeton IA
Je Rita Steichen Whitman 1980
   Anamosa IA
Jerry Zinklula 1980
   Northbrook IL
Kelly Hutchins 1981
   Marion IA
Jude Smith 1981
   Scottsdale AZ
Ellen Soukup Townsen 1981
   Vancouver WA
Andrew Buchmeyer 1982
   Houston TX
Patrick Cullen 1982 
   Cedar MN
Christina MacKay Moutray 1982
   River Falls WI
Lisa Addis Proehl 1982
   Bellevue WA
Mary Jo Merta Washburn 1982
   Cedar Rapids IA
Lindsey Borg 1983
   Lake Ridge VA
Cathy Hufford 1983
   Mount Vernon IA
JoAnn Zinkula Kintzel 1983
   Denver CO
Lance Schoff 1983
   Mount Vernon IA
Marie Konkowski Cullen 1984
   Cedar MN

2022 ANNUAL SUPPORT/DUES DONORS continued

Beth Hufford 1984
   Laguna Niguel CA
Scott Reyhons 1984
   Clinton IA
Ann Vislisel Kortemeyer 1985
   Cedar Rapids IA
Rev Michael Langer 1985
   Warrenton VA
Jennifer Spencer Toriggino 1985
   Denver CO
Lisa Capaccioli 1987
   Plainfield VT
Pat 1987 Gevock
   West Branch IA
Sarah Miller Johnson 1987
   Saint Paul MN
John Skretta 1987
   Lincoln NE
Magille Kurtz Gevock 1988
   West Branch IA
Sandy Zehms Tracy 1988
   Wyoming IA
Lisa Squiers White 1988
   Mount Vernon IA
Marcia Russell 1989
   Platteville WI
Brittany Kaalberg Booth 1990
   Mount Vernon IA
Jason and Brittany Booth 1990
   Mount Vernon IA
Matthew Borg 1990
   Cambridge 
Nathan Bunting 1992
   Orlando FL
Michele Meyer Grudzinski 1992
   Anamosa IA
Kathy Clark Kron 1992
   Longmont CO
Sarah Rife Patten 1993
   Mount Vernon IA
Matt Bunting 1994
   Madison WI
Andrew Morf 1994
   Mount Vernon IA
Matt Poduska 1994
   Mount Vernon IA
Heather Oakley Robertson 1994
   Anamosa IA
Kim Zangger Tucker 1994
   Cedar Rapids IA
Carrie Rutledge 1995
   Roswell GA
Hilary Birkicht Schmidt 1995
   Lisbon IA
Zeb Zaruba 1995
   Mount Vernon IA
Morgan Stine 1996
   Seattle WA
Caitlin Stoner Mogbana1996
   Allen TX
Zach Wolfe 1996
   Atlanta GA
Brad Dvorak 1997
   Lisbon IA
Sean Kneeland 1997
   Roswell GA
BJ Leeper 1997
   Somers MT

Elizabeth Stoner Cameron 1997
   Kalamazoo MI
Nick Nissen 1998
   Mount Vernon IA
Nick  Rose 1998
   South Orange NJ
Kira Johanson Barone 1999
   Essex Junction VT
Kristina Minor Dvorak 1999
   Lisbon IA
Michael Wieseler 1999
   Ankeny IA
Luke Staskal 2000
   Hampton NH
Jenna Voss 2002
   Jersey City NJ
Tyler Leeper 2003
   Minneapolis MN
Holly Gunn 2004
   Agoura Hills CA
Jon Stoner 2004
   Punta Gorda FL
Ben Legore 2005
   Cedar Rapids IA
Ellen Miller Sellers 2005
   Cedar Rapids IA
Kierstyn Borg Mickelson 2006
   Ankeny IA
Alice Stoner 2007
   Phoenix AZ
Mary Beth McWhinney 2009
   Seattle WA
Kelsey Steines 2010
   Iowa City IA
Cameron Weaver 2018
   Elkhorn NE
Abigail Patten 2019
   Mount Vernon IA

FRIENDS
Becky Bunting
   Lisbon IA
David and Karen Cripe
   Mount Vernon IA
Jan DeCamp
   Lombard IL
Cot and Kay Graber
   Mount Vernon IA
Randy Krejci
   Cedar Rapids IA
Ray and Janet Leeper
   Mount Vernon IA
Joyce Loomis
   Cedar Rapids IA
Jeff and Deb Schwiebert
   Mount Vernon IA
Kathy Staskal
   Mars Hill NC
Deborah Tuerler
   Mount Vernon, IA
Douglas L. Van Metre
   Minneapolis MN

DONATIONS
Ellen Klinsky Jones 1951 
 in memory of husband Ed Jones
Bill Lenz 1952  
Ann Vislisel Pavik 1952 
 in memory of Paul Vislisel ‘52
Fae Sparks Edwards 1954
Kay Jilovec Lind 1955
Jerry Ringer 1955   
Nargi Rayman Steinbrech 1955
Phylis Brecht White 1955 
Betty Coon Ammeter 1956 
 in memory of Don Walden 1953
 and Carol Hartenberger Walden 1955
Ken Kaliban 1956 
Roger Reyhons 1956
Bert Sippola 1956
Jan Lowe Whitman Majors 1957
Ben Jamison 1958
   in memory of Richard Clark 1958
David Kroeger 1958  
Richard Glattly 1959
  in memory of classmates Linda Lenz 

Shoenfeldor, Jon Swanberg, Dennis Drahos, 
Ron Hess, Linda Sheere Jones, Jean Hammond 
Blessing, Susie Emerson Tuetken, Jeanne Rife 
Torrens, Dennis Koch

Annamae Stoneking Baker 1960 
 in memory of Liz Kroul, Roger Rife, Paul Vislisel, 

Eric Larson, Sue Ammons Booth, Kenneth 
Moore, Margaret Koppenhaver

Ted Pence 1960 
 in memory of John Pence 1954
John ‘60 and Thelma Rife
Kathy Jennings Jamison 1961
   in memory of Richard Clark 1958
Richard Miner 1961
 in honor of Annamae Baker 1961 
 and in memory of Ed Koehn
Vic Wallace 1961
 in memory of Chet and Mary Wallace
Michael Biderman 1962
Bill Horton 1962  
Gloria Herboldsheimer Krob 1963 
 in honor 1963 Classmates
Mary Bauman Kolbe 1964
  in memory of Jo Kroul Clark
Susan Mounts Fisher 1965 
   in memory of John Miller 1987, Ann Hufford,  
 Ed Koehn, Susan Schmidt
Gary Knutsen 1965
Jo Goodlove Weilbrenner 1965
Susan Hansen Aragon 1966
Susan Hanley 1966
Don Colton 1967
Michael Seiler 1967 
Anne DuVal Rehfuss 1968
Marsha Siggins McWhinney 1970
  in  memory of Donald Siggins 
 and Joan Rhoads Siggins 1945
Stephen 1969 and Charlene Maaske
 in memory of Mike Maaske 1965
Sara Gaarde 1970
Cathy Humphries Stoner 1969
Dan Stoner 1970
David Koch 1971
Bonnie Pisarik 1971
John Cordell 1972
Tim Reynolds1 972
Ann Clark 1973



 
 
     
    

Thank You!

Erik Encke 1973
Vickie Hill Reynolds 1974
Mary Thomsen 1975
Ron Thuerauf 1977 
Roger Freeman 1977
Denise Dykhuizen McDaniel 1979
David Graber 1980
Jerry Zinkula 1980
Chris Lyon 1981
Ellen Soukup Townsen 1981
Christina MacKay Moutray 1982 
 in memory of Wendy McClain 1982
Mary Jo Merta Washburn 1982 
 in memory of Anne Krivo Klein 1982 
 and Cindy Spellerberg Kamberling 1982
Lindsey Borg 1983
Lance Schoff 1983
Lisa Capaccioli 1987
Sarah Miller Johnson 1987 
 in memory of Margaret ‘Maggie’ 
 Quinn Ellison 1962
John Skretta 1987 
Shawna McDannel Mahoney 1995
Hilary Birkicht Schmidt 1995
Zach Wolfe 1996
Nick Nissen 1998
Brittany Corkin Brannaman 2004
Ben Brannaman 2005
Ben Legore 2005

FRIENDS
Peter and Chris Friedlieb
Randy Krejci
Randy Krejci 
 in honor of Madeline Miller 2023
Randy Krejci 
 in honor of Maggie Lessmier Willems 1996
Jeff and Deb Schwiebert 

IN MEMORY OF 
CRYSTAL CARMER OSBORN 1953
Jean Pavelka Litts 1953 
Ed Fordyce 1959
Annamae Stoneking Baker 60
Susan Mounts Fisher 1965
John Goodlove 1968
Susan Ford & family; Daniel and 
 Kimberly Osborn & family
Peter and Chris Friedlieb
Catherine Walter Sessler Family
Mount Vernon Bank & Trust Co.

IN MEMORY OF TEX CLAY 1964
Annamae Stoneking Baker 1960
Susan Mounts Fisher 1965
Trudy Clay Pearson 1968  

IN MEMORY OF JAMES VISLISEL 1961
Annamae Stoneking Baker 1960
Richard Miner 1961
Bunny Mulligan 1961
Myrt Clark Bowers 1957  
Bill Bowers 1957 

THANK YOU ADVERTISERS!
Please support and thank the following publication advertisers:

Ability Physical Therapy
Envisage

Gary’s Foods
Hills Bank & Trust Co

Iowa Physical Therapy
Koppenhaver & Associates

Lee’s Town & Country Realtors
Mount Vernon Bank & Trust

Mount Vernon Eye Clinic
Mt. Vernon Insurance
Richardson-Hanson
   and Hotz Agencies

Silver Spider

Alumni Dir./Communications Specialist
• Coordinates all activities with the District’s 

alumni community, including developing 
and disseminating all communications and 

planning events for alumni groups.  
• Assists the District in developing and 

reviewing a variety of communication tools 
utilized by the District

• Assist the District in developing a coherent 
plan for the strategic use of social media, 
and assist with the completion of various 
District correspondences, including the 

District’s monthly newsletter. 

Foundation Director 
Is responsible for the public-and District facing work 
of the Foundation as well as policies and processes
The public-facing work of this position includes 
• relationship building and management with the 
volunteer-lead organizations that report activity 

under the Foundation. This will maximize fundraising 
and ensure compliance with IRS requirements for 

reporting and donation acknowledgement
The District-facing responsibilities include

 • Coordination with the District leadership team
• Execution of the Foundation teacher grants

• Management of scholarship program

Exciting Opportunities Available 
to Join the Mount Vernon Community!

How would you like to become a member of the Mount Vernon Community School 
District team?  The District will have two positions available this spring for someone 
who is looking for part-time work, and who would like to serve the school community.  

Both positions may be a combination of in-person and remote work, with a flexible 
work schedule.  The two positions available are the Alumni Director/Communica-
tions Specialist position, and the Foundation Director position.  Job descriptions 
for both positions are available. Please forward a resume and direct any inquiries 
to Dr. Greg Batenhorst, Superintendent, at gbatenhorst@mvcsd.org.  Come be an 
important part of Mustang Nation!

Mount Vernon-Lisbon Clinic
108 1st St. SE   Mount Vernon, Iowa 52314   319-895-4085

We offer a range of physical therapy services to help 
you get better and feel stronger. 

We specialize in orthopedic injuries, preventing and 
treating sports injuries and rehabilitation for workers 

compensation clients. We also work extensively 
with older patients and have helped many in our 

community regain skills and abilities.
On the staff are MV alums Jeremy Elliott’89 and 

Stephanie Legore Meier’00

Michael Reiling PT, MS, ATC, CSCS
 Licensed Physical Therapist

Licensed Certified Athletic Trainer
Certified Strength and Conditioning Specialist

Same day appointments available 319-895-8655
300 Virgil Avenue, Mount Vernon, IA 52314

 • ORthOpaedic & SpORt injuRieS
• WORk injuRy  • pOSt-SuRgical Rehab 
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We represent several 
insurance companies.  

Please call us today for a 
no obligation quote. 

319-895-6931
107 First St. NW. - Box 148

Mt. Vernon, Iowa 52314 

www. mtvernoninsuranceagency.com

Tom Kortemeyer

Dr. Steven Sindt
and Dr. Julia Hibbing

202 Glenn Street in Mount Vernon
319-895-8888

MOUNT VERNON 
EYE CLINIC

From 
childhood to 
adulthood, 
we are 
committed 
to providing 
you and 
your family 
the highest 
quality eye 
health care, 
service and 
products. 

Mt. Vernon Alumni News 2.5 x 3

Earn more, at no cost to you:
hillsbank.com/classroomcash

CLASSROOM CASH 
Mt. Vernon Schools 
you’ve earned

$66,704 

50

Member FDIC

206 1st St SW, Mount Vernon - 319-895-8835
www.mountvernonbank.com

Proudly supporting Mount Vernon
Schools and alumni since 1884

 

Scholarships - Donations
Sponsorships - Volunteerism

Richardson-HansonRichardson-Hanson
& Hotz Insurance Agencies& Hotz Insurance Agencies

Agents, licensed in all lines of insurance, 
provide you the opportunity to have 

one agency working with you 
to create a sound insurance program.

319-895-8633
306 Hwy 1 SE in Mount Vernon

JEREMY HOTZ ’99 Agent    jhotz@hotzagency.com
JUSTIN ARNOLD ’08 Agent   jarnold@hotzagency.com

Serving alums across the midwestServing alums across the midwest



 
 
     
    

FALL COMPAIGN DONORS

Anonymous  
 in memory of Allison Horton Jacobi 

1997 
Wilma Levy Whittemore 1947 
Millicent Hoggard Zenishek 1947 
Alvin Klouda 1948  
George Hill 1949
Jim Kent 1950
 in memory of Dr. James Croft 1947 
 and Diana Pringle Croft 1946 
Jim Telecky 1949
David Wolfe 1950 
 in memory of Wilma Wolfe
Ellen Klinsky Jones 1951 
 in memory of husband Ed ‘Sunk’ Jones
Carol Croft Kent 1951
 in memory of Dr. James Croft 1947 
 and Diana Pringle Croft 1946 
Allene Merritt Bys 1952  
Carlyle Bys
Bill Lenz 1952
Bill Yeisley 1952  
George Brown 1953 
Rosemary Brecht Erenberger 1953   
Barbara Beckhelm Moore 1953
  in honor of Kathy Staskal
Bessie Koutny Telecky 1953
Marie Russell Hruby 1954  
Jean Henik Quinlan1954 
Barbara Sutliff Hansel 1955
Kay Jilovec Lind 1955 
Janet Johnston McCannon 1955 
Jerry Ringer 1955 
Larry Ringer 1955
 in honor of the Class of 1955
Phylis Brecht White 1955  
Gretchen Beckhelm 1956 
David Ennis 1956   
Kathleen Sikkink Heinzel 1956 
Roger Schnittjer 1956
Bernice Stastny Simparosa 1956 
Leona Reyhons Smith 1956

Barbara Clements Stolpmann 1956  
Douglas Wolrab 1956 
Mike Wolrab 1956  
Myrt Clark Bowers 1957  
 in memory of Marcella Clark
Bill Bowers 1957   
 in memory of Marcella Clark
Barb Neal Hutchins 1957   
 in honor of David 1957 and Carol 

Van Metre
Joyce Olmstead Lucas 1957  
Elaine Mulherin 1957 
 in memory of sisters Mary Mulherin 

1938 and Rosalie Mulherin Foladoos 
1938

Robert Bowman1958  
Howard Clark1958  
 in memory of Ross Clark 1914
Myra Croft Greve 1958 
 in memory of Dr. James Croft 1947 

and Diana Pringle Croft 1946 
Larry Kramer 1958 
David Kroeger 1958 
 in honor of the class of 1958
Bob Lenz 1958  
Tom Neal 1958  
Gail Yeisley Rhodes 1958 
Marilyn Dean Schnittjer 1958  
Jane Costello Fink 1959 
 in honor of the class of 1959
Ed Fordyce 1959  
Fordyce Painting 
Richard Hoidahl 1959 
Karen Williams Huerter 1959 
 in memory of Ed Saathoff 1960
John Maxson 1959   
George Pospisil 1959 
 in memory of Doris Pospisil 
 Gollobit 1958
Sharon Neal Urich 1959   
Annamae Stoneking Baker 1960 
 in memory of Tom Lass, Bernadine 

‘Bim’ Bartosh Reyhons 1945, Randy 
Osborn 1977, Dorothy Light Mullaley

Robert Beckman 1960 
 in memory of Gladys Rife
Linda Stastny Bragg 1960
Keith Clark 1960
Sharon Dungey Decious 1960
Susan Dye Hodin 1960
Kathy Morrissey Layden 1960
Judy Caldwell Penn 1960
John 1960 and Thelma Rife
Dorothy Wolfe Welsh 1960
Richard Blew 1961
Patti Bolton Erlenbaugh 1961 
Mary Reilly Freese 1961 
Craig Hipple 1961 
 in memory of Don and Iris Hipple
Don Jilovec 1961
Darrell Jordan 1961
Bunny Mulligan 1961 
 in memory of deceased 1961 

classmates
Frank Peterson 1961
Vic Wallace 1961 
 in memory of Chet and Mary 

Wallace, and in memory of 
 Gayle Wallace ‘68
Michael Biderman 1962
Linda Buresh Brouillette 1962  
Joseph Lynott 1962
Bob Dvorak 1963
Karen Kaliban Fox 1963
Linda Peterson Nost 1963
 in honor of Kathy Staskal
Francis Pisarik 1963
Kathy Blue 1964 
Jeanne Peterson Cork 1964 
Roger Kost 1964
Joyce Miller Maxwell 1964 
 in memory of JoAnn Kroul Clark 

1964
Jane Maxson Penfield 1964 
Jim Wallace 1964
 in memory of Gayle Wallace 1968
Susan West  1964 

Susan Mounts Fisher 1965 
 in memory of David Fisher 1964
Linda Kirkpatrick Kirkdorffer 1965
Gary Knutsen 1965
Dean Tesar 1965 
Judith Berends Workman 1965
Susan Hansen Aragon 1966 
Penny  Beranek Blamer 1966 
Susan Dows Brees 1966  
James Chadek 1966 
Ted Croy 1966
 in memory of deceased classmates
Steve Neal 1966 
 in memory of Kate Rose
John Pospisil 1966
Cindy Buresh Prewitt 1966 
Eugene Stoneking 1966 
 in memory of Wanda Stoneking 

Burrack 1967
Rosetta Lynott Ubben 1966  
Mary Krejci Burr 1967 
 in memory of Sylvia Krejci French 

1956 and Frances Krejci Woodword 
1960

Marv Butteris 1967
 in memory of Steven Haack 1972
Mary Evans 1967 
 in memory of David LeVan
Peg Neal Howard 1967  
 in memory of Dave Neal 1960
Julie Thompson Kerhulas 1967   
Bill Lange 1967 
Nancy Lynott 1967
Terry Meeks 1967 
Barb Clarke Oakland 1967  
Rod Venditti 1967
Nancy Brogan Williams 1967
Rita Suchomel Dudley 1968 
Karl Moses 1968  
Ricki Franks Onstott 1968
Trudy Clay Pearson 1968 
Jane Colehour Pospisil 1968  
Mike Smith 1968  
David Stoner 1968

REACHING OUT TO YOU...

TO THANK YOU!
This fall of 2022 our Alumni Board reached out to ask for your financial support of 
alumni programs and events, and to keep the alumni newsletter coming to your mailbox.

While we recieve annual support and donations each year, these contributions do not cover 
our annual expenses. As a result we rely on this additional fall fund raiser to build our 
treasury -- with our last fund raiser held in 2016.  

So many of you responded -- thank you! 



 
 
     
    

Dan Thompson 1968  
Marcia Swaney Wagner 1968   
Laura Werkman 1968   
Mary Peterson Berry 1969 
Maureen Haack Butteris 1969 
 in memory of Steven Haack 1972
Doug Easker 1969   
Diane Kirkpatrick Jones 1969 
 in memory of Leo Kirkpatrick 1938 
 and Lucille Russell Kirkpatrick 1932
Cindy Reckling Montgomery 1969   
Floyd Mounts 1969   
Douglas Ohlfest 1969  
Kathy Rilett Pisarik 1969  
Douglas Pitlik 1969 
 in memory of Eddie Pitlik 1946 
 and Kathleen ‘Sis’ Woods Pitlik 1947
Cathy Humphries Stoner 1969   
Dan Stoner ‘70
Wendy Ellison Stryker 1969 
 in memory if Lloyd Ellison 1937 
 and Pamela Ellison Owen 1966
Ann Werling Venditti 1969   
Rodney Venditti 1967
Christine Rilett Bullis 1970
Sara Gaarde 1970
Marsha Siggins McWhinney 1970 
 in memory of Donald Siggins 
 and Joan Rhoads Siggins 1945
Mike Murphy 1970  
 in memory of Jeff Hughes 1971
Thomas Ohlfest 1970  
Dan Stoner 1970
Jo Ann Thomson Stoner 1970   
David Stoner
Jean Pospisil Larsen 1971  
Gregg Larsen 1971   
Scott Peterson 1971 
 in honor of Payson Peterson 1977
John Pisarik 1971  
Julie Loomis Stephenson 1971   
Dan Dye 1972  
Craig Shutt 1972  
Kevin Woods 1973  
Ann Dvorak Ash 1974  
Anna Tonne Broulik 1974   
Robert Broulik 1974  
Miles Meyer 1974   
Jennifer Chadek Prowant 1974   
Mark Sargent 1974   
Patty Mounts Woods 1974 
Brian Dake 1975
Cheryl Becicka Dake 1975
Andrea Jilovec 1975  
 in honor of the Class of 1975
Linda Royer Pitlik 1975 
 in memory of Eddie Pitlik 1946 
 and Kathleen ‘Sis’ Woods Pitlik 1947
Carol Woods-Boren 1975 
Randy Borg 1976  
 in memory of Dean Borg
Jane Rice Crochet 1976
Carol Kuntz Larson 1976
Robert and Kelly Carpenter Lynott 1976
Jan Thomas1976 
Kevin Whitman 1976 
Ann Lehman Currie 1977 
Jay Koehn 1977
Patrick 1977 and Carol Reilly
Ron Thuerauf 1977
Becky Thumm Whitman 1977 
Michael 1977 and Joleen Woods

Ronald Berends 1978
Scot Christiansen 1978  
Robert Grant 1978   
Cynthia Deskin Halbmaier 1978  
Alan Kuntz 1978
Jeff Spencer 1978  
Margaret Ault Peterson 1979
Mark Pisarik 1979
Steven Reyhons 1979
David Secor 1979
Kim Moser Zimmerman 1979
Lori Melchert Boyer 1980
Joe Hagedorn 1980 
Mary Wolfe Morningstar 1980
David Nichols 1980
John Royer 1980  
Sandy Vislisel Ruhs 1980 
 in memory of Paul Vislisel 1952
Je Rita Steichen Whitman 1980
Trysh Brown 1981
Kim Mortensen Konkowski 1981
Linda Kuntz Luckritz 1981 
Chris Lyon 1981
Quynh Nguyen Piccioni 1981 
 in memory of Amy Bellamy 1981
Jude Smith 1981 
 in memory of Mary Wolfe Smith 1947
Ellen Soukup Townsen 1981 
 in memory of Arnold Soukup and in honor of 

Denise Henik Brannaman 1981 
Sharon Zinkula 1981
Cathy LeVan Boggs 1982 
 in memory of Dave LeVan
Carol Hufford Deely 1982 
Kelly Wilkey Fischer 1982 
Jennifer Jordan 1982
Sheri Russell 1982 
 in memory of Don Russell and Judy Stine
Rob Wagner 1982 
Greg West 1982 
 in memory of Ruth Michaud
Lindsey Borg 1983
Cathy Hufford 1983 
 in memory of Crystal Carmer Osborn 1953
Betsy Lee Kral Shepherd 1983  
Dan Drahos 1984  
Julie Wirfs Blake1985
 in honor of the Wirfs Family
Chris Houser 1985   
Dave Ryan 1985  
Stephanie Parish West 1986 
Rebecca Bremner 1987 
 in memory of Barron and Bette Bremner
Pat Gevock 1987
John Skretta 1987 
 in memory of Maggie Quinn Ellison 1962
Leslie Slife DeBrower 1988  
Magille Kurtz Gevock 1988   
Jennifer Clark Gonzalez 1988  
Shawn Manson 1988  
Marcia Russell 1989 
Sarah Pavelka 1990 
 in memory of Dwayne Pavelka 1957
Matthew Slinker 1990 
Andrea Mott Zastrow 1990
Ben Aalbers 1992
Cassie Dendurent Nelson 1992
Sarah Wirfs 1993 
Teresa Berner McDermott 1994   
Andrew Morf 1994 
Heather Oakley Robertson 1994   
Kim Zangger Tucker 1994   

Lucas McDermott 1995
Alyssa Rotschafer Mueller 1996 
Brandon Durgin 1997 
Andrea Miller Hobson 1997 
Michael Wieseler 1999 
Matt Heck 2002  
Jenna Voss 2002 
Kierstyn Borg Mickelson 2006 
 in memory of Dean Borg
Samantha Weber Formanek 2008 
Amber Melchert Hess 2009  
Matt Hess 2009 

FRIENDS
Anymous 
Bauman & Company  
Sheila Borg   
 in memory of Dean Borg
Douglas Van Metre  
 in honor of David V. Van Metre 1955
Nancy Emrich  
 in honor of Grant Freeman 2006
Cot and Kay Graber  
 in honor of David Graber 1980 and Jack Graber 

1982, and in memory of Mark Graber 1978
Judge David and Ginger Hansen   
Don and Donna Happel  
 in memory of Kate Rose
Larry and Marilyn Hess   
 in memory of Randy Osborn 1977
Ed and Sharon Hill  
Matt Margheim, Iowa Physical Therapy  
Jase Jensen  
Richard Kohl  
Koppenhaver & Associates, PC   
Randy Krejci  
 in honor of Maggie Lessmier Willems 1996
Robert and LaVonne Landis  
  in memory of Hal Hufford 1973
Sandra Lighthall  
 in memory of Bill Lighthall 1966
Joyce Loomis   
 in memory of Tom and Judy Lass
John and Mary Jane McWilliams
Steve and Ruth Miller 
Clint and Gale Mote   
Pam Mott  
Mount Vernon Bank & Trust Co. 
Mount Vernon Eye Clinic 
Mount Vernon Insurance Agency   
Palisades Family Dental  
Don and Lana Ringgenberg 
Adrian and Berta Ringold   
Eric and Virginia Roudabush Family
Barb Russell    
 in memory of Don Russell 1951
Kathy Staskal   
Karen and Mike Stewart  

Don’t see your name listed here? This list is 
for donations received in response to our 
‘Reaching Out to You’ fall campaign, 
until the date of Decemer 31, 2022. 
Donations received January 1 and after 
will be acknowledged in the next Fall-
Winter newsletter. Report your missing 
name to Kathy at alumni@mvcsd.org or 
319-389-8602.
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US POSTAGE

P  A  I  D
Mount Vernon, Iowa

Permit No. 6MOUNT VERNON COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT  

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
TAX-EXEMPT ORGANIZATION UNDER THE MOUNT VERNON 
COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT FOUNDATION

525 PALISADES RD SW MOUNT VERNON, IA 52314
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

MOUNT VERNON COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
DISTRICT BOARD
Nannette Gunn, President
Rick Elliott, Vice-President
Denise Henik Brannaman ’81, Member
Jeremy Kunz, Member
Lori Merlak, Member
Lance Schoff, Member
Bill Thomsen ‘72, Member
Michael Marshall, Board Secretary-Treasurer
Dr. Greg Batenhorst, Superintendent

ALUMNI

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOARD
Andrew Morf ’94, President 
John Pospisil ’66, Vice President
Alex Brannaman ’09, Secretary
Susan Mounts ’65 Fisher, Treasurer 
Cathy Hufford ‘83, Director
Sarah Rife Patten ‘93, Director
Taylor Sedlacek ’10, Director
Cathy Humphries Stoner ‘69, Director
Mary Thomsen ’75, Director
Kim Zangger Tucker ’94
Kathy Staskal, Communications

FOUNDATION TRUSTEES
Ann Koppenhaver ’78 President 
David Ryan ’85, Vice-President
Virginia Roudabush, Treasurer
Rick Elliott
Leigh Ann LaPointe Jordan ‘94
Thomas Wieseler
Tom Wilkinson ‘86
Jenna Wiebel Wischmeyer ’91
Carol Woods-Boren ’75

IS THIS THE RIGHT ADDRESS FOR THE PERSON ON 
THE ADDRESS LABEL? If not, please let us know by calling 
Kathy at 319-389-8602 or emailing alumni@mvcsd.org 

MOMs and DADs, please help us update our contact 
information for your graduate(s). If you would also like to 
receive this publication, we can add your name to the list too.

Alumni or friend first & last name, including maiden name ____________________________________________________________

Class Year/Friend_________ Spouse name (and class year if also an alumnus) __________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip______________________________________________________  Country if outside USA _____________________

Email address ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Home ___________________________ Cell____________________________Work ________________________________20
23

ALUMNI Association
MOUNT  VERNON  COMMUNITY  SCHOOL  DISTRICT

SELECT FOR YOUR ANNUAL SUPPORT:

1 donation for general fund ...................._________________

1 memorial ............................................._________________

in memory of/in honor of ______________________________

                                        

                                 Amount Enclosed   $

YOUR SUPPORT AND 
DONATIONS PAY FOR 

THESE ANNUAL EXPENSES:

Printing and mailing of 
twice yearly newsletter 
approximately $10,000

Alumni Hall of Fame 
Events & Promotion 

approx $2,000

Homecoming Reception
approx $300

Heritage Days
Sponsor

Database Software
$2,800

and more

Your tax deductible 
support is very much 

appreciated
and funds alumni 

organization publications 
& activities

HERE’S HOW to support 
the Alumni Association...
ONLINE at www.MVAlumni.org
Select ‘DONATION’ located in the top left corner. 
NOTE: do not be alarmed that the page you are directed to is a Foundation 
page. Select ‘Alumni Association’ for your donation and the total amount 
does come directly to us. For donation reporting purposes the MV Alumni 
Association operates under the MVCSD Foundation, a tax-exempt organization. 

OR BY MAIL  return form & your check to: 
MV Alumni Assoc., 525 Palisades Rd,  Mount Vernon, IA 52314

Thank you!

FALL 2022/WINTER 2023

For tax purposes, the MV Alumni Association operates under the Mount Vernon Community School District Foundation, 
which has been determined by the IRS to be a public charitable organization under code 501(c)3.


